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MEMOIR  OF  MR.  JOHN  WILLOCK, 
ONE  OF  THE  SCOTTISH  RE¬ 
FORMERS. 

[Concluded  from  pn^e  340.] 

Mr.  WILLOCK,  after  he  had 
finished  his  epistolary  correspon¬ 
dence  with  Abbot  Kennedy,  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  town  of  Ayr,  and  its; 
neighbourhood,  till  tovvards  the! 
end  of  May.  His  zealous  friends,  j 
who  were  protecting  him  against  i 
the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and 
other  enemies,  had  resolved  to 
accompany  him  to  Stirling,  il  the 
trial,  with  which  he  was  there 
threatened,  should  take  place. 

When  they  were  informed  that. 
May  11th,  the  monasteries  in 
Perth  had  been  demolished,  and 
that  the  army  of  the  C^ueen  Re¬ 
gent,  which  consisted  mostly  of 
French  troops,  was  on  its  march 
from  Stirling  to  Perth,  to  avenge 
upon  its  inhabitants  the  cause  of 
the  monks  and  friars,  they  imme¬ 
diately  resolved  to  go  to  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  their  Protestant  bre-i 
thren.  The  Earl  of  Glencairn, 
as  commander-in-chief,  having 
with  him  Lord  Boyd,  Lord  Ochil¬ 
tree,  and  many  barons  and  gen¬ 
tlemen,  marched  from  Ayr,  at  thej 
head  of  twelve  hundred  cavalrv^ 
Vof..  H....NO.  9. 


and  thirteen  hundred  infantry ; 
and  as  Mr.  Willock  would  have 
been  in  danger  of  his  life,  if  left 
behind,  he  took  him  along  with 
him. 

The  Popish  party,  having  sus¬ 
pected  that  the  congregation  in 
the  west  would  endeavour  to  as¬ 
sist  their  brethren  at  Perth,  had 
taken  care,  with  a  view  to  impede 
their  progress,  to  break  down  all 
the  bridges,  and  to  stop  the  pass¬ 
es  at  Stirling  and  six  miles  above 
it.  The  Earl  was  thereby  re¬ 
duced  to  the  necessity  of  leading 
his  army  over  the  Highland  muirs 
and  mountains  ;  which,  however, 
he  accomplished  so  expeditiously, 
as  to  bring  them  in  good  time. 
May  24th,  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Perth.  The  Protestant  camp 
was  then  a  little  w^ay  west  from 
Perth,  and  the  camp  of  the  Queen 
Regent,  about  ten  miles  farther 
west,  at  the  village  of  Auchter- 
arder. 

The  arrival  of  so  many  friends 
from  Ayrshire,  who  were  now 
added  to  some  thousands  of  men 
who  had  hastily  crowded  from 
the  eastern  provinces,  gave  great 
joy  to  the  Protestants  in  the 
camp,  and  served  to  increase 
their  courage.  In  consequence 
of  the  accession  of  strength  which 
the  Protestants  had  acquired,  the 
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Queen  Regent  and  her  counsel¬ 
lors  hesitated  as  to  what  had  been 
their  first  intention,  and  judged 
it  most  advisable  to  offer  terms 
of  accommodation. 

“  With  the  Earl  of  Glencairn,” 
says  Mr.  Knox,  “came  our  lov¬ 
ing  brother  John  Willock.” 
These  two  ministers,  viz,  Mr. 
^V'illock  and  Mr.  Knox,  seeming¬ 
ly  deputed  from  the  chiefs  of 
the  congregation,  held  a  serious 
conference  witli  the  young  Earl 
of  Argyle,and  with  another  young 
nobleman.  Lord  James  Stewart, 
Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  w'ho  was 
afterward  Earl  of  Murray,  and 
Regent  of  the  kingdom.  The  re¬ 
sult  was,  that  these  two  lords 
heartily  joined  the  congregation, 
and  a  resolution  was  adopted,  to 
accept  of  the  terms  which  the 
Queen  Regent  had  now  proposed. 

All  the  preachers  in  the  camp, 
an'^*  in  the  town,  were  therefore, 
as  Mr.  Knox  relates.  “  employed 
to  appease  the  multitude,  w  hich, 
however,  they  could  not  effect 
without  great  labour.  And  no 
wonder,”  savs  he,  “  for  manv 
of  the  people  foresaw  the  danger 
which  would  ensue  ;  and  even 
some  of  the  preachers  themselves 
did  openly  affirm,  in  their  ser¬ 
mons,  their  persuasion  that  the 
Queen  meant  no  truth.  Never¬ 
theless,  that  the  mouths  of  the 
adversaries  might  be  stopped, 
who  w'ere  burthening  the  congre¬ 
gation  with  the  charge  of  rebel¬ 
lion,  they  earnestly  required  all 
men  to  approve  of  the  agreement, 
and  to  suffer  hypocrisy  to  disclose 
itself.” 

After  this  agreement,  which 
was  made  May  30,  1559,  and 
which  was  indeed  only  of  a  short 
continuance,  it  is  most  probable 
that  Mr.  Willock  returned  with 
the  Earl  of  Glencairn  to  the  west 


country,  to  prosecute,  as  usual, 
his  pious  labours. 

I  have  found  nothing  more  con¬ 
cerning  him,  of  an  earlier  date 
than  the  month  of  July,  at  which 
time  he  was  in  Edinburgh.  It 
w  ould  indeed  be  inconsistent  with 
the  plan  proposed  in  these 
sketches,  to  give  a  full  history  of 
the  contest,  which  subsisted  about 
thirlcen  months,  between  the 
Queen  Regent  and  the  reforming 
congregation  ;  but  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per,  upon  several  accounts,  to 
give  a  brief  detail  of  the  occur¬ 
rences  which  occasioned  Mr. 
Willock  to  be  in  Edinburgh  at  the 
date  above  mentioned, 
j  The  Queen  Regent,  when,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  ac¬ 
commodation,  she  had  entered 
Perth,  did  not  fulfd  her  promise, 
but  oppressed  the  inhabitants. 
She  staid,  however,  only  a  few' 
days  ;  but,  at  her  departure,  she 
left  a  French  garrison  of  six  hun¬ 
dred  men,  to  preserve  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  Romish  religion  ;  and 
as  the  town  was  well  fortified 
with  walls  and  towers,  she  hoped 
her  garrison  might  be  able  to 
keep  it,  against  any  attempts 
which  the  Protestants  might 
make. 

The  lords,  with  a  numerous 
congregation,  having  completed 
a  rapid  and  successful  progress 
through  the  county  of  Fife,  and 
obliged  the  Queen  Regent,  and 
the  troops  which  she  there  had 
with  her,  to  retreat  to  Edinburgh, 
thought  the  next  thing  incumbent 
upon  them  was  to  deliver  Perth 
from  its  oppressors.  They  came 
to  its  neighbourhood,  June  23d  ; 
they  summoned  the  garrison  to 
depart,  June  2  Ith  ;  and  on  the 
25th,  the  town,  without  any  great 
difficulty,  w  as  put  into  their  hands. 

But  on  the  evening  of  the  25th , 
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Lord  James  Stewart,  then  in 
l^crth,  was  secretly  informed  that 
French  soldiers  were  ordered  to 
Sterling,  with  a  design  to  prevent 
the  Protestants  in  the  north  from 
passing  by  the  bridge  of  Stir¬ 
ling  to  those  in  the  south.  Il 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  Reformers  that  the  commu¬ 
nication  should  be  kept  open,  and 
that  therefore  no  delay  should  be 
used  in  taking  possession  of  the 
bridge,  before  the  French  sol¬ 
diers  could  have  time  to  arrive. 
Opposition,  however,  might  he 
expected;  as  the  town  had  always 
been  a  chief  place  of  resort  for 
the  Papists,  and  it  was  possible 
that  the  French  soldiers  might 
liave  already  arrived.  In  this 
critical  juncture.  Lord  James 
Stewart,  and  the  Earl  of  Argvle, 
olTered  to  set  out  that  same  night, 
for  Stirling,  if  they  could  get 
brave  men  to  accompany  them. 

1  may  be  indulged  in  stating 
the  particulars  of  an  exploit 
which  was  now  performed,  the 
consequence?  ofvvhich  were  very 
important.  Keith  says,  “  The 
inhabitants  of  Perth  were  a  war¬ 
like  sort  of  people.”  They  had 
often  indeed  given  proofs  of  their 
being  of  such  a  disposition,  and 
they  did  so  more  especially  upon 
this  occasion.  Three  hundred 
of  them,  who  were  men  of  spirit 
and  intrepidity,  immediately  vo¬ 
lunteered  their  service,  and  were 
accepted.  As  a  token  of  their 
and  according  to  what  was 
rather  the  coarse  humour  of  those 
times,  each  of  them  appeared 
with  a  cord  hanging  round  his 
neck,  thereby  signifying  his  con¬ 
sent  to  suffer  as  a  traitor,  if  he 
should  be  found  unfaithful  in  the 
cause  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
Mr.  Henry  Adamson,  in  bis  Me¬ 
trical  History  of  Perth,  written 


about  the  year  1619,  compares 
them  to  the  four  hundred  Greeks, 
who,  under  Leonidas,  King  of 
Sparta,  having  almost  no  other 
prospect  before  them  but  that  of 
death,  proceeded  to  defend  the 
important  straits  of  Thermopylie 
against  an  immense  army  of  Per¬ 
sians. 

This  brave  band  from  Perth, 
under  the  Earl  of  Argyle  and 
Lord  James  Stewart,  who  were 
now  exceedingly  active  in  the 
Protestant  interest,  marched  all 
the  night,  and  early  the  next 
day,  June  26th,  were  at  Stirling. 
The  FVench  troops  had  not  yet 
come  hither ;  and  the  Papists, 
being  surprised,  were  altogether 
unprepared  to  oppose  them. 
They  waited  there  three  days, 
to  see  if  the  enemy  would  make 
any  attempt  ;  and  during  that 
time  they  gained  the  favour  of 
the  multitude,  who,  to  show  their 
zeal,  demolished  the  monasteries 
in  Stirling,  and  tlie  neighbouring 
abbey  of  Cambuskennetb. 

As  the  brethren  from  the  west 
were  now  beginning  to  assemble, 
and  might  be  sufficient  to  guard 
the  town,  they  next  very  bravely 
resolved  to  extend  their  progress, 
with  a  view  to  take  possession  of 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  where 
the  Queen  Regent  then  lay  with 
a  small  number  of  her  troops. 
Accordingly,  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  June  29th,  they  began  an 
expedition  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Forth.  In  their  way,  they 
halted  at  Linlithgow,  where  the 
people,  at  their  corning,  destroy¬ 
ed  the  monuments  of  idolatry, 
and  at  night  they  reached  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  were  happy  to  find 
that  the  city,  w  ithout  any  trouble, 
was  delivered  into  their  hands. 

Archbishop  Spottiswood,  says 
“  The  rumour  of  their  approach, 
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though  they  were  few  in  number,  her  companies,  still  lay  at  Dun- 
for  they  passed  not  three  hundred  bar,  the  great  men  became  jea- 
men  in  all,  did  so  terrify  the  Ions  of  each  other.  Many  of 
t^ueen,  and  the  companies  with  them,  with  their  friends  and  fol- 
her,  that,  with  all  the  haste  they  lowers,  withdrew  themselves 
could  make,  they  tied  to  Dunbar.”  from  Edinburgh  ;  and  those  who 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark,  remained  felt  it  most  prudent  for 
that  to  commemorate  the  bravery  them  to  agree  to  a  truce  w’hich 
of  these  three  hundred  citizens,  was  to  last  about  five  months  ; 
and  the  important  service  which  that  is,  till  a  parliament  should 
they  rendered  to  the  Protestant  meet  in  January,  .which,  it  was 
cause,  there  was  preserved,  till  promised,  should  settle  the  na- 
very  lately,  in  one  of  the  public ’tional  disputes  which  related  to 
rooms  at  Perth,  an  old  piece  of' religion. 

painting  which  represented  them!  This  truce  was  agreed  to,  July 
in  their  march,  in  the  habit  and  124,  1559.  Some  of  the  articles 
military  accoutrements  used  at  |  were,  that  tlie  Queen  Regent 
that  period,  having  also  the  cords : should  be  allowed  to  return  to 
as  before  expressed.  [her  palace  of  Holyroodhouse  ; 

Their  arrival  at  Edinburgh  was! that  the  lords  and  their  adherents 
soon  generally  known.  The  great  were  to  leave  Edinburgh  July 
men,  who  were  favourers  of  the '  25th  ;  that  Protestant  ministers 
Reformation,  with  their  friends  were  to  continue  to  preach  with- 
and  followers,  and  some  minis-  out  being  molested  ;  and  that  no 
ters,  among  whom  were  Mr.  VV  il-  [troops,  either  of  Scots  or  French, 
lock  and  Mr.  Knox,  hastened* were  to  be  garrisoned  within  the 
thither  from  all  (juarters.  The  walls  of  the  city,  though  indivi- 
cloisters  of  the  monks  and  friars. duals  of  them  might  resort  there, 
were  destroyed,  and  the  altars 'for  the  purpose  of  transacting 
and  images  broken,  and  carried 'their  ordinary  secular  affairs, 
away.  The  Popish  worship  was!  The  next  day,  July  25th,  the 
interdicted  in  the  city  and  neigh- llord.s  and  their  adherents  depart- 
bourhood,  and  Protestant  minis- led  from  the  town,  after  having 
ters  preached  freely  in  all  the  heard  a  sermon  preached  to  them 
churches,  and  administered  the! by  Mr.  Knox;  and  after  having 
sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  jproclainied  at  the  market-cross 
Lord’s  Supper.  So  sanguine  the  several  articles  of  the  truce, 
were  the  congregation  in  Edin- 1  As  Mr.  Knox  w’as  particularly 
burgh  in  their  hope  of  matters  obnoxious  to  the  Papists,  he  could 
continuing  in  the  same  favoura-'not  safely  remain  in  the  town, 
ble  condition,  that  with  a  proper ;  and  therefore  left  it  along  w  ith 
solemnity  they  made  choice  of' the  lords.  “  But,”  says  he, for 
Mr.  Knox  to  be  their  stated  j  the  comfort  of  the  brethren,  and 
pastor.  continuance  of  the  kirk  in  Edin- 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  a: burgh,  was  left  there  oiii  dear 
circumstantial  account  of  the  brother  John  WiHock,  who,  for 
changes  which  afterward  happen-  his  faithful  labours  and  bold  con¬ 
ed.  '  It  may  be  sufficient  to  ob-irage  in  that  battle,  deserved  im- 
serve,  that,  through  the  artifices  ‘  mortal  praise.  For  when  it  was 
.  of  the  Queen  Regent,  who,  with  found  dangerous  that  John  Knox, 
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who  before  was  elected  minister 
to  that  church,  should  continue 
there,  the  brethren  requested 
the  said  John  VVillock  to  remain 
with  them,  lest,  for  lack  of  minis¬ 
ters,  idolatry  again  should  be 
erected.  To  w'hich  he  consented 
so  gladly,  as  it  evidently  appeared, 
that  he  preferred  the  comfort  of 
his  brethren,  and  the  continuance 
of  the  church  in  that  place,  to  his 
own  life.” 

Mr,  VVillock  had  indeed  to 
sustain  what  might  be  called  “  a 
battle,”  or  hard  struggle,  with 
the  Papists.  July  26th,  he 
preached  to  a  very  numerous 
auditory,  in  the  church  of  St. 
Giles,  which  was  the  parish 
church  of  the  city,  and  in  his  ser¬ 
mon  earnestly  exhorted  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Edinburgh  to  stand  fast 
in  the  truth  which  they  had  con¬ 
fessed.  But  in  his  labours  from 
day  to  day,  he  was  greatly  vexed, 
and  met  with  molestation. 

For  the  Queen  Regent,  after 
she  had  returned  with  her  reti¬ 
nue  to  Holyroodhouse,  repaired 
the  altars  in  her  private  chapel, 
and  in  the  abbey  church,  where 
she  would  not  allow  the  English 
prayers  to  be  used,  and  deprived 
the  young  men,  who  had  ventured 
to  read  them,  of  the  abbey  pen¬ 
sions  which  they  had  ordinarily 
enjoyed.  Though  the  French 
troops  were  not  lodged  within 
the  walls  of  the  tow  n,  yet  part  of 
them  lay  in  the  Canongate,  and 
part  of  them  in  Leith,  and  were 
frequently  very  unwelcome  visit¬ 
ers  in  the  city.  In  Leith  they 
brake  the  pulpit  from  which  the 
Protestant  ministers  had  preach¬ 
ed,  and  fully  restored  the  Popish 
worship. 

Mr.  Willock's  constant  use  of 
St.  Giles’s  church,  appeared  to 
them,  and  to  the  other  adversa¬ 


ries  of  the  Reformation,  a  great 
grievance,  and  they  endeavoured 
to  deprive  him  of  it.  They  re¬ 
quired  that  mass  should  be  cele¬ 
brated  there  as  formerly  ;  but 
this  he,  and  the  other  Protest¬ 
ants,  in  a  general  meeting,  de¬ 
clared  they  would  not  allow. 
They  next  requested,  that  Mr. 
Willock  and  his  people  would  so 
far  consent  to  gratify  the  Queen 
Regent  as  to  choose  some  other 
church  in  the  city ;  or,  at  least, 
would  consent  that  mass  should 
be  said,  either  before  or  after 
their  sermons.  But  Mr.  Willock 
and  his  people  answered,  that 
“  according  to  the  articles  of  the 
truce,  they  were  in  possession  of 
St.  Giles’s  church,  and  could  not 
with  a  good  conscience  abandon 
it,  or  suffer  idolatry  to  be  again 
set  up,  unless  they  should  be 
constrained  by  violence  so  to  do, 
and  if  they  were  so  constrained, 
then  they  were  determined  to 
seek  the  next  remedy.” 

“  Notwithstanding  the  great 
boasting  of  the  enemy,”  Mr. 
Knox  says,  “  the  brethren,  by 
God’s  grace,  kept  possession  till 
the  month  of  November.  Not 
only  did  they  convene  to  the 
preaching,  to  the  daily  supplica¬ 
tions,  and  to  the  administration 
of  Baptism,  but  even  the  Lord’s 
Table  was  ministered  in  the  very 
eyes  of  the  enemy,  to  the  great 
comfort  of  many  afflicted  con¬ 
sciences.  But  as  God  did  pow¬ 
erfully  work  with  his  true  minis¬ 
ter,  5lr.  Willock,  and  with  his 
troubled  kirk,  so  the  devil  did 
not  cease  to  inflame  the  malice 
of  the  Queen,  and  of  her  Papists 
who  were  w  ith  her. 

We  are  told  particularly,  that 
“  her  French  captains,  and  her 
soldiers,  in  great  companies,  in 
time  ot  preaching  and  prayers^ 
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resorted  to  St.Giles’s  kirk  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  made  their  common 
deambulations  therein,  with  such 
loud  talking  as  that  no  perfect 
audience  could  be  had.”  Mr. 
Willock  pra)^ed  to  God  to  be  de¬ 
livered  from  them  ;  and  it  may 
be  presumed,  though  Mr.  Knox 
does  not  mention  it,  that  he  also 
prayed  that  the  Lord  would  for¬ 
give  them,  would  enlighten  their 
minds  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  and  endow  them  with  a 
better  disposition.  He  exhorted 
them  to  be  quiet ;  and  when  they 
would  not  cease  from  their  noise, 
he  entreated  them  to  be  gone. 
But,  says  Mr.  Knox,  “  they  con¬ 
tinued  still  in  their  wicked  pur¬ 
pose,  devised  and  ordained  by  the 
C^ueen,  w’ith  a  view  to  draw  our 
brethren  in  Edinburgh,  and  them¬ 
selves  into  cumber,  so  that  she 
might  have  a  coloured  occasion 
to  break  the  league  with  them.” 

The  league  or  truce  was  de¬ 
clared  to  be  broken  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  October,  at  which  time 
the  Queen  Regent  had  obtained 
a  large  supply  of  men  and  money 
from  France,  and  a  promise  of 
more  being  afterward  sent.  The 
lords  and  their  adherents,  in  a 
more  numerous  body  than  before, 
therefore  returned,  and  again 
took  possession  of  Edinburgh  on 
the  18th  day  of  October.  The 
Queen  Regent  left  Holyrood- 
house,  and  went  into  Leith, 
which  was  now  strongly  fortified 
and  defended  by  French  troops, 
‘fhere  were  indeed  some  Scots 
among  them  ;  but  as  their  number 
was  comparatively  small,  and  as 
(hey  were  paid  by  the  King  of 
France,  they  were  included  under 
the  general  name  of  the  French 
army. 

The  nobility,  barons,  and  bur¬ 
gesses,  w  ho  were  now  at  Edin¬ 


burgh,  reckoning  themselves  suf¬ 
ficiently  powerful,  held  a  con¬ 
vention,  October  21st,  in  which 
they  deliberated  whether  or  not 
the  Queen  Regent  had,  by  her 
bad  behaviour,  forfeited  her  dele¬ 
gated  authority,  and  should  be 
deprived  of  it.  They  thought  it 
however  advisable,  both  for  the 
relief  of  their  own  consciences, 
and  for  rendering  their  determi¬ 
nation,  whatever  it  should  be, 
more  agreeable  to  tlie  nation,  to 
have  a  consultation  upon  this 
point  with  Mr.  Willock  and  Mr. 
Knox. 

Mr.  AVillock,  who  was  first 
called,  stated  at  some  length  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  recipro¬ 
cal  duties  of  magistrates  and  their 
people.  In  the  conclusion,  he 
said  “  that  since  the  Queen  Re¬ 
gent  denied  her  chief  duty  to  the 
subjects  of  this  realm,  which  was 
to  minister  justice  to  them  indif¬ 
ferently,”  (v/r.  impartially,)  “to 
preserve  their  liberties  from  the 
invasion  of  strangers,  and  to  suffer 
them  to  have  God's  word  freely 
and  openly  prwiched  amongst 
them  ;  seeing,  moreover,  that  the 
Queen  Regent  was  an  open  and 
obstinate  idolatress,  and  a  vehe¬ 
ment  maintainer  of  all  supersti¬ 
tion  and  idolatry  ;  and,  finally, 
that  she  utterly  despised  the 
counsels  and  requests  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  he  could  see  no  reason 
wdiy  they  who  were  the  born 
counsellors,  viz,  the  nobility  and 
barons  of  the  realm,  might  not 
justly  deprive  her  of  all  regiment 
and  authority  amongst  them.” 

Mr.  Knox,  being  next  called, 
declared  his  concurrence  in  the 
opinion  which  his  brother,  Mr. 
Willock,  had  expressed.  But 
he  added,  that  the  misbehaviour 
of  the  Queen  Regent  ought  not  to 
withdraw  their  hearts  from  their 
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lawful  sovereigns,  who  at  that  i  religion.  The  nobility  and  mi- 
time  were  C^ueen  Mary,  not  yet  nisters,  all  along,  had  gone  hand 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  her  in  hand,  aiding  and  advising  one 
husband  Francis  II.  King  of  another.  It  would  therefore  have 
France,  who  was  nearly  about  the '  been  very  unkind  if  the  minis- 
same  age;  that  if  they  should. ters,  when  they  were  consulted 
depose  the  mother,  viz,  the  as  in  a  matter  of  conscience,  had 
Queen  Regent,  from  her  office,  j  declined  giving  their  opinion  to 
merely  through  malice,  or  private,  those  gentlemen,  who,  by  their 
envy,  they  could  not  escape  instigation,  or  at  least  with  their 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God  ;  full  concurrence,  had  ventured 
and  that,  if  she  afterward  should  their  lives,  their  families,  and  es- 
repent,  they  ought  then  to  re-jtates,  in  the  public  affair  of  reli- 
store  her  to  her  former  station.  I  gious  liberty.  It  would  have  been 
It  was  a  hard  trial  which  was :  abandoning  their  friends,  and, 
imposed  upon  these  two  minis- i  what  is  worse,  their  cause  like- 
ters.  Archbishop  Spottiswood  wise.” 

says,  “  It  had  been  a  better  and  j  The  Queen  Regent,  however, 
wiser  part  in  them  to  have  ex- !  paid  no  farther  regard  to  the  sen- 
cused  themselves  from  giving  any ;  tence  of  deprivation  now  passed 
opinion  in  such  matters,  for  they  |  upon  her,  than  to  publish  a  pro- 
might  be  sure  to  have  it  after-  test  against  it.  Leith  was  still 
ward  cast  in  their  teeth,  to  the j  withheld  from  the  Protestants; 
scandal  of  their  profession.”  But  :  and,  October  31st,  for  the  first 
it  would  be  ungenerous  to  cen-  'time  since  the  commencement  of 
sure  these  good  men  for  the  part  the  dispute  about  religion,  some 
which  they  now  acted.  The  men  were  killed  on  both  sides. 
Archbishop  himself,  if  he  had  The  affairs  of  the  Protestants 
been  in  their  circumstances,  and  took  an  adverse  turn  ;  and,  No- 


when  the  passions  of  men  were  vember  6th,  the  lords  and  their, 
so  greatly  agitated,  perhaps  might  adherents  found  themselves  com- 
have  done  no  better.  They  ,  pelled  to  leave  Edinburgh.  Some 


knew'  that  nine-tenths  of  the  peo-|  of  them  went  to  the  west  country, 
pie  of  Scotland  were  on  the  side  i  and  some  to  Fife  ;  and  no  Pro¬ 


of  the  Reformers,  and  were  only  testant  minister  could  safely  re 


kept  from  declaring  themselves!  main  in  Edinburgh  and  its  neigh- 


by  the  dread  of  foreign  invaders,  bourhood.  The  church  of  St. 
Their  best  interests  were  at  stake ;  Giles,  in  which  Mr.  Willock  had 
and,  at  that  period,  the  refine-  preached,  was  cleansed,  and, 
ments  in  political  discussions  were  w  ith  much  ceremony,  again  con- 
not  so  w'ell  known  and  practised, '  secrated  by  a  French  Bishop, 
as  perhaps  they  now  are.  Mr.  Willock  went  into  England, 

The  writer  of  the  book  enli-  wdiere  he  had  formerly  long  re¬ 


tied,  “  Memoirs  of  the  Church  of;  sided.  It  is  probable  he  was  com- 
Scotland,”  which  was  printed  at  missioned  to  join  there  in  solicit- 
London  in  1717,  makes  the  fol-  ing,  in  behalf  of  the  Reformers 


lowing  apology  for  Mr.  Willock  in  Scotland,  the  aid  of  men  and 
and  Mr.  Knox.  “  This,”  says  money  from  the  English  Queen, 
he,  “  was  a  case  which  was  be-  The  remaining  events,  in  the 
gun  and  carried  on  for  matters  in  j  course  of  this  religious  war,  may 
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be  chiefly  mentioned  as  follows  : 
April  2,  1560,  there  arrived  an 
English  army  of  eight  thousand 
men,  to  whom  two  thousand  more 
were  afterward  added.  Mr.  Wih 
lock,  it  is  probable,  came  along 
with  them  from  England  ;  for 
April  29th,  he  was  one  of  the  six 
ministers  whom  the  lords  of  the 
congregation  charged  to  compose 
what  is  called  the  old  Confession 
of  Faith,  and  the  tirst  Book  of 
Discipline. 

The  castle  of  Edinburgh  had 
hitherto  been  kept  in  a  neutral 
state  by  its  Governor,  John  Lord 
Erskine.  Early  in  April,  the 
Queen  Ilegent  asked  him  to  re¬ 
ceive  her  into  that  place,  as  her 
situation  in  Leith,  which  was 
then  closely  besieged,  would  not 
have  been  safe  for  her,  and  was 
especially  inconvenient,  as  she 
had  fallen  into  bad  health,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  anxiety  she  had 
felt  in  her  administration.  Lord 
Erskine  received  her,  and  along 
with  her  John  Hamilton,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  some 
other  attendants. 

While  she  was  resident  in  the 
Castle,  the  battle  betwixt  the 
French  and  English,  at  Ifaw'k 
Hill,  happened,  April  G.  The 
attack  of  the  French  upon  the 
English  camp,  April  15th;  and 
the  unsuccessful  attempt  which 
the  English  made  upon  the  town 
of  Leith,  May  7.  But  no  more 
blood  was  shed  in  the  cause  of 
the  Reformation  ;  and  the  death 
of  the  Queen  Regent,  which  was 
fast  approaching,  put  a  period  to 
the  civil  war,  and  rendered  the 
Protestants  completely  victorious. 

Some  account  of  her  death  and 
character  will  be  necessary,  as 
Mr.  Willock  attended  her  in  her 
last  illness.  Her  distemper  seems 
to  have  been  a  decline  ;  and,  as 


is  usual  towards  the  end  of  that 
distemper,  her  feet  and  legs  were 
swelled.  She  requested  that  the 
Protestant  lords  would  visit  her, 
which  they  accordingly  did.  “  To 
them,”  says  Spottiswood,  “  she 
expressed  her  grief  for  the  trou¬ 
bles  of  the  realm,  commending 
earnestly  the  study  of  peace  un¬ 
to  them,  advising  them  to  send 
both  French  and  English  forth  of 
the  country  ;  and  beseeching 
them  to  continue  in  the  obedience 
of  the  Queen  their  sovereign, 
and  to  entertain  the  old  amity 
with  the  king  and  realm  ofFrance.> 
AAer  some  speeches  to  this  pur¬ 
pose,  bursting  forth  in  tears,  she 
asked  pardon  of  them  ail  whom 
she  any  way  had  offended,  pro¬ 
fessing  that  she  did  forgive  those 
who  had  injured  her  in  any  sort  ; 
and  embracing  all  the  nobles,  one 
by  one,  kissing  them,  she  took 
her  farewell.  To  others  of  the 
meaner  sort  that  stood  by,  she 
gave  her  hand  ;  and  so  they  de¬ 
parted.” 

The  Arclihishop  goes  on  to 
say,  “  Afterward,  disposing  her¬ 
self  for  another  world,  she  sent 
for  John  Willock  the  preacher, 
who  w.as  then  returning  from 
England  ;  and  conferring  with 
him  a  reasonable  space,  openly 
professed,  that  she  did  trust  to 
be  saved  only  by  the  death  and 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

One  of  the  particulars  which 
he  mentions  of  her  character,  is, 
that  in  her  court  she  kept  a 
wonderful  gravity,  tolerating  no 
licentiousness  ;  her  maids  being 
always  busied  in  some  virtuous 
exercise  ;  and,  to  them,  she  was  , 
an  ensample  every  way  of  modes¬ 
ty,  chastity,  and  the  best  vir¬ 
tues.” 

In  Knox’s  historv,  there  are 
reports  of  some  words  w  hich  she 
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is  said  to  have  spoken  during  the 
siege  of  Leith.  But  as  they  are 
contrary  to  her  acknowledged 
character,  which  is,  that  she  was 
all  along  disposed  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  effusion  of 
human  blood,  they  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  doubtful  reports,  or  as 
being  exaggerated.  There  are 
also  some  remarks  which  may  not 
have  proceeded  from  Mr.  Knox. 

But  the  following  part  of  Mr. 
Knox’s  narrative  may  be  fully 
credited  ;  and  is,  on  3Ir.  Wil- 
lock’s  account,  necessary  to  be 
quoted.  “  The  Lords,”  says 
Mr.  Knox,  or  the  writer  of  the 
history  which  goes  under  his 
name,  “  gave  to  her  such  coun¬ 
sel  and  comfort  as  they  could  in 
her  extremity  ;  and  they  willed 
her  to  send  for  some  godly  and 
learned  man,  of  whom  she  might 
receive  instruction;  for  these  ig¬ 
norant  Papists,  who  were  about 
her,  knew  nothing  of  the  mystery 
of  our  redemption.  Upon  the 
motion  of  the  lords,  John  Willock 
was  sent  for,  with  whom  she 
talked  a  reasonable  space  ;  and 
who  showed  to  her  plainly  the 
virtue  and  strength  of  the  death 
of  Christ,  and  the  vanity  and  the 
abomination  of  that  idol  the  mass, 
and  she  did  openly  confess  that 
there  was  no  salvation  but  in  and 
by  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ.” 
After  some  more  words,  which 
may  be  omitted,  it  is  said,  “  Thus 
she  was  constrained  to  hear  one 
of  the  principal  ministers  of  the 
realm,”  (meaning  Mr.  Willock,) 
“  and  to  approve  the  chief  head 
of  religion,  wherein  we  dissent 
from  all  Papists  and  Papistry.” 

Her  titles  were,  Mary  of  Lor- 
rain,  (^ueen  Regent  of  Scotland, 
widow  of  King  James  V.  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  daughter  of  Claud,  the 
first  Duke  of  Guise.  She  died  in 


the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  June  10, 
15G0,  and  may  be  reckoned  to 
have  been,  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  about  forty-four  years  of 
age. 

Within  a  few  weeks  after  the 
death  of  the  Queen  Regent,  a 
general  peace  was  established. 
'Phe  fortifications  of  Leith,  and 
the  batteries  which  had  been 
erected  against  it,  were,  with 
consent  of  both  parties,  demolish¬ 
ed.  The  English  army  went  to 
England,  July  16th  ;  and  the 
French  troops  were,  at  the  same 
time,  embarked  for  their  own 
country  in  English  ships  hired  by 
the  Scottish  government.  Along 
with  the  French  troops,  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  embark,  James  Beaton, 
Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  who  had 
been  a  persecutor  of  Mr.  Willock ; 
and  also  some  other  zealous  Pa¬ 
pists,  both  men  and  women,  who 
had  expressed  their  wish  to  re¬ 
tire  to  France. 

1’he  committee  of  Parliament, 
in  July  1 560,  nominated  Mr. 
John  Willock  to  be  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Glasgow,  and  of  the  west¬ 
ern  provinces.  His  diocess,  as 
it  was  called,  was  to  comprehend 
Clydesdale,  Renfrew,  Monteitb, 
Lennox,  Kyle,  and  Cuningham  ; 
and  as  he  was  to  have  his  resi¬ 
dence  at  Glasgow',  he  may  be 
considered  as  having  been  appoint¬ 
ed  minister  of  that  city.  He 
made  no  delay  in  repairing  to  the 
charge  assigned  him ;  but  he  de¬ 
clared  that  he  accepted  of  it  only 
for  a  time,  as  he  was  not  fully  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  in  Scotland. 

August  28,  1 560,  Thomas 

Archibald,  chamberlain  or  factor 
for  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow', 
wrote  thus  to  the  Archbishop 
then  at  Paris  :  “  John  Willock  is 
made  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  now'  in 
your  Lordship’s  absence,  and  is 
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placed  in  your  place  at  Glasgow.” 
Mr.  Archibald  would  have  spoken 
more  accurately,  if  he  had  called 
him  “  superintendant.” 

In  another  letter  to  the  Arch¬ 
bishop,  October  10,  1560,  he 
says,  “  John  Willock  is  going  to 
London,  with  the  ambassador,  to 
bring  home  his  wife.  He  gets  a 
thousand  pounds  yearly  off  the 
bishopric  of  Glasgow,  and  dwells 
in  the  Dean’s  house.”  Keith 
suspects  that  the  yearly  sum  was 
not  so  large.  Mr.  Willock’s  con¬ 
nexions  with  England,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  his  having  married  an 
English  woman,  might  be  one  of 
the  reasons  why  he  felt  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  that  country. 

He  does  not  seem  to  have  re¬ 
turned  from  the  visit  which  he 
now  made  to  England,  when  the. 
Assembly  met,  December  20, 
1560  ;  nor  to  have  returned 
sooner  than  a  little  time  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Assembly, 
June  20,  1562,  in  the  sederunt 
of  which  Assembly  he  bears  the 
title  of  “  superintendent  of  Glas¬ 
gow.”  In  his  absence,  Mr.  Knox 
had  visited  Kyle  and  Galloway, 
and  Mr.  GeOrge  Hay  had  visited 
Garrick  and  Cuningham. 

June  25,  1563,  the  Assembly 
met  at  St.  Johnston,  viz.  Perth, 
and  “  the  exhortation  was  made 
by  Mr.  John  Willock,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  west.”  It  was 
then  agreed,  “  that  for  avoiding 
confusion  in  reasoning,  a  mode¬ 
rator  should  be  appointed  to  mo¬ 
derate  during  the  time  of  every 
Assembly,  and  that  John  Willock 
should  moderate  during  this  As¬ 
sembly.” 

He  did  not,  however,  at  this 
time  escape  the  strictness  of  cen¬ 
sure  which  was  usually  the  lot  of 
the  superintendents.  “  Mr.  Wed¬ 
lock  being  removed,”  (that  is, 


desired  to  withdraw,)  “  it  was 
complained,  that  he  did  not  his 
endeavour  for  the  extirpation  of 
Popery.”  Upon  his  return  to 
the  meeting,  he  was  told  of  what 
he  had  been  accused.  But  “  he 
laid  the  blame  of  more  effectual 
methods  not  having  been  used  on 
the  Duke  of  Chattelherault;  and 
the  Earl  ofCassilis  ;  and  farther, 
he  desired  to  be  disburthened  of 
the  great  charge  laid  upon  him, 
which  he  had  undertaken  only  for 
a  time  ;  and  requested  the  As¬ 
sembly  to  lay  no  heavier  burthen 
upon  him  than  he  was  able  to 
bear.” 

June  26,  1565,  he  was  agaia 
moderator  of  the  Assembly,  which 
“  he  began,”  it  is  said,  “  with 
prayer,  and  ended  with  returning 
thanks  unto  God.” 

Shortly  aAer  this  Assembly,  he 
went  again  into  England,  where 
he  continued  about  three  years  ; 
during  which  time  his  brethren  of 
the  ministry  in  Scotland,  and  the 
people  over  whom  he  had  been 
placed  as  an  ecclesiastical  su¬ 
perintendent,  fondly  wished  for 
his  return.  At  last,  when  the 
Earl  of  Murray  had  become  Re¬ 
gent,  and  the  church  was  reckon¬ 
ed  to  be  in  such  a  prosperous 
state  as  to  render  it  very  comfort¬ 
able  to  any  minister  of  the  Gospel 
to  officiate  in  it,  the  General  As¬ 
sembly,  December  25,  1567, 

thought  it  proper  to  make  an  af¬ 
fectionate  effort  to  recall  him. 
They  addressed  to  him  a  letter, 
in  which  they  entreated  him  to 
return  to  his  native  country,  and 
to  resume  the  charge  to  which 
they  had  formerly  assigned  him  ; 
and  they  mentioned  some  very 
powerful  arguments  to  induce 
him  to  comply  with  their  request. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  is  given 
by  Bishop  Keith,  from  which  the 
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following  paragraphs  may  be  se¬ 
lected. 

“  Our  enemies,  praised  be  God, 
are  dashed ;  religion  is  esta¬ 
blished  ;  sufticient  provision  made 
for  ministers  ;  order  taken,  and 
penalties  appointed  for  all  sort? 
of  transgression  and  transgressors. 
Above  all,  there  is  a  godly  ma¬ 
gistrate,”  (meaning  the  Earl  of 
Murray,)  “  whom  God  in  his 
eternal  and  heavenly  providence 
hath  reserved  to  this  age,  to  put 
in  execution  whatsoever  he,  by 
his  law,  commandeth.” 

“  Now  then,  loving  brother,  as 
your  presence  was  to  us  all  in 
time  of  trouble,  so  is  it  now  of  us 
all  universally  wished ;  but  most 
earnestly  craved  by  your  own 
flock,  who  continually,  at  all  As¬ 
semblies,  have  declared  the  force 
of  that  conjunction,  the  earnest¬ 
ness  of  that  love,  the  pith  of  that 
zeal,  and  mutual  care  which  bind- 
cth  the  pastor  with  his  Hock. - 

“  Neither  can  we  think  that 
the  shepherd  will  refuse  his 
flock  ;  that  the  father  will  refuse 
the  just  petition  of  his  son  ;  and. 
least  of  all,  that  the  faithful  ser¬ 
vant  of  God  will  shut  his  ears  to 
the  voice  and  commandment  of 
the  kirk,  or  yet  deny  his  labours 
to  his  own  country.  The  time 
is  proper  now  to  reap  with  blyth- 
ness  that  which  you  know  was 
before  sown  in  tears,  and  to  en¬ 
joy  the  fruit  of  your  most  weari¬ 
some  and  painful  labours.  It 
shall  be  no  less  pleasant  to  you, 
to  see  your  own  native  country 
at  liberty  and  freedom,  which 
you  left  in  mourning  and  sobbing, 
under  the  burden  of  a  most  cruel 
servitude,  than  comfortable  to 
behold  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ,  throughout  all  the  realm, 
flourishing,  virtue  increasing,  and 
virtuous  men  in  reputation.” 


They  afterward  say,  we  as¬ 
sure  ourselves  that  vou  are  not 
so  astricted  and  addicted  to  your 
own  particular,  as  that  this  gene¬ 
ral  and  common  cause  should  any 
ways  by  you  be  neglected.  Now 
shall  you  see  the  cope-stone  of 
that  work,  whereof  you  laid  the 
foundation.” 

The  energetic  and  sententious 
style  of  this  letter  seems  to  indi¬ 
cate,  that  the  writing  of  it  had 
been  committed  to  Mr.  John 
Spotiisvvood,  the  superintendent 
of  Lothian. 

Mr.  Willock  could  not  well  re¬ 
sist  the  importunity  of  his  bre¬ 
thren.  He  came  again  into  Scot¬ 
land  before  the  beginning  of  July, 
1563,  at  which  time  the  Assem¬ 
bly  met,  and  made  choice  of  him 
to  be  their  moderator.  But 
Archbishop  Spottiswood  informs 
us,  “  that  Mr.  John  Willock,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  west,  being 
elected  to  moderate  the  meeting, 
made  difficulty  to  accept  the 
place,  unless  some  better  order 
were  observed  than  had  been  in 
former  times.  For  even  then,” 
the  Archbishop  says,  “  the  mul¬ 
titudes  that  convened,  and  the  in¬ 
discreet  behaviour  of  some  w»ho 
loved  to  appear  more  zealous 
than  others,  did  cause  great  con¬ 
fusion.  Obedience,  however, 
being  promised  by  the  whole 
number,  Mr.  Willock  assumed 
the  charge.” 

It  may  be  remarked,  that,  in 
the  second  session  of  this  Assem¬ 
bly,  of  which  Mr.  Willock  was 
moderator,  some  very  good  regu¬ 
lations  were  made,  which  after¬ 
ward,  as  the  varying  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  church  required, 
were  improved  from  time  to  time, 
concerning  the  proper  number  of 
Commissioners  who  should  be 
sent  to  the  General  Assemblies, 
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and  the  manner  of  their  being 
elected. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
any  farther  information  relating 
to  Mr.  Willock.  His  name  never 
afterward  occurs  in  those  acts 
of  the  Assembly  which  have  been 
published,  nor  in  our  church  his¬ 
tories.  If  he  had  remained,  and 
died  in  Scotland,  it  is  probable 
that  Archbishop  Spottiswood  j 
would  have  recorded  his  death, 
and  given  a  character  of  him,  as 
he  did  of  some  other  eminent 
men.  I  am  therefore  inclined  to 
think,  that  he  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  died  in  that  country. 

That  Mr.  Willock  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  successful  instrument  in 
accomplishing  the  reformation  of 
religion  in  his  own  country,  is 
abundantly  evident.  It  is  evident 
also  that  persons  of  all  ranks  held 
him,  very  deservedly,  in  high  es¬ 
timation.  Perhaps  he  was  the 
only  minister  whom  the  national 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land  at  any  time  honoured  with 
so  pressing  and  affectionate  a  let¬ 
ter  as  the  one  which  they  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him. 

DR.  A  REEL’S  JOURNAL. 

We  have  at  our  own  regxiest  been  favoured 
witli  the  Journal  of  the  late  Dr.  Abeel, 
kept  by  him  during  his  passages  to  and 
from  South  America,  for  the  recovery  of 
his  healtli.  We  select  for  the  present 
number  his  reflections  on  his  embarka¬ 
tion;  and  his  meditation  on  New-Year’s 
day ;  both  of  which  exhibit  those  ex¬ 
ercises  of  a  pious  heart,  and  that  delicacy 
of  taste  in  style,  for  which  all  his  per- 
fonnances  were  highly  distinguished. 

Ed. 

Saturday^  Dec,  1,  1810. 

ABOUT  3,  P.  M.  embarked  on 
board  the  ship  Triton,  for  Kio 


'Janeiro  ;  not  on  a  voyage  of  dis- 
j  covery  nor  mercantile  enterprise, 
but  one  of  a  melancholy  nature  ; 

^  in  the  pursuit  of  health.  To 
leave  home  at  any  time,  and  un¬ 
der  any  circumstances,  must  be 
painful  to  those  who  have  a 
home  ;  but  to  part  from  the  com¬ 
panion  of  the  bosom  tenderly 
beloved,  and  from  children  dear 
as  life,  in  uncertainty  whether  we 
shall  ever  see  them  agaifn  in  this 
world,  is  agonizing.  My  feelings 
were  keen,  but  the  variety  and 
confusion  of  them  seemed  in  some 
measure  to  blunt  them.  There 
was  every  thing  to  excite  them, 
and  yet  every  source  of  consola¬ 
tion  which  the  circumstances 
admitted.  VVe  weighed  anchor 
about  4,  and  with  a  tolerably 
brisk  wind  on  our  beam,  we  soon 
passed  the  Narrows,  and  eight 
o’clock  dismissed  the  pilot,  three 
leagues  from  the^Hook.  Had  he 
been  sober  he  never  would  have 
attempted  to  take  the  ship  out 
I  that  night,  for  the  danger,  as  it 
afterward  appeared  to  the  pas¬ 
sengers,  w’as  imminent.  Of  this, 
however,  we  were  not  awar^, 
and  sat  engrossed  in  the  cabin, 
writing  our  letters.  1  was  antici¬ 
pating  with  a  pleasure,  which 
made  me  for  a  moment  forget  the 
pain  of  parting,  the  satisfaction 
my - would  receive  in  learn¬ 

ing  that  we  had  got  so  well  out, 
and  were  going  on  our  passage 
with  a  wind  so  fair  and  strong 
that  it  carried  us  from  eight  to 
ten  miles  an  hour.  When,  to  our 
utter  astonishment  and  mortifica¬ 
tion  we  were  told,  that  the  pilot 
had  left  us.  You  cannot  conceive 
the  distress  1  felt  on  this  occasion, 
particularly  as  it  might  be  six 
months  before  you  would  hear 
the  reason  of  the  apparent  negli¬ 
gence  and  breach  of  promise.. 
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,lh  delivering  us  from  the  dangers  of  the  smaller  hones  must  be 
to  which  we  were  exposed  by  broken.  A  burning  heat  was  dif. 
the  intemperance  of  this  man,  fused  through  the  whole  foot,  and 
and  in  overruling  it  for  our  bene-  succeeded  by  a  sore  pain  :  but 
fit,  I  clearly  discerned  the  good-  the  pain  soon  ceased,  and  the 
ness  of  God  at  the  very  com-  soreness  was  removed  in  a  few 
mencement  of  the  voyage,  and  it  days.  Had  the  chest  struck  my 
served  as  a  sort  of  pledge  for  his  leg  in  ihe  position  it  then  had,  it 
continued  care  and  favour.  On  must  have  shivered  it  to  pieces, 
the  Lord’s  day  the  wind  increased.  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  en- 
and  although  fair,  was  attended  campeth  round  about  them  that 
with  such  a  heavy  sea  that  all  the  fear  him.  He  keepeth  all  their 
passengers  except  myself  sick-  bones — in  the  midst  of  all  dan- 
ened,  and  each  was  sufficiently  gers  he  is  present;  over  all  that 
employed  in  holding  on  to  some  we  call  accident  he  presides ;  no 
fixture  of  the  cabin.  On  the  af-  evil  shall  come  nigh  us  unless 
ternoon  of  this  day  we  got  into  commissioned  by  him  ;  and  then 
the  gulf  stream.  The  wind  the  how  consolatory  are  his  promises 
next  day  increased  to  a  gale,  we  when  sent ;  these  apparent  evils 
had  to  scud  before  it ;  the  rolling  shall  work  together  for  good, 
and  pitching  of  the  ship  was  so  They  come  from  the  hand  of  a  fa- 
great  that  our  births  became  the  therand  a  friend,  as  our  covenant 
places  of  the  greatest  security.  God.  The  wind  continued  so 
On  this  day  I  have  to  record  a  fair  and  strong,  that  on  the  Satur- 
remarkable  deliverance  from  a  day  after  we  had  sailed  we  were 
broken  limb,  which  in  all  pro-  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred 
l)ability,  had  it  occurred,  would,  miles  from  the  Hook, 
even  without  the  aid  of  the  Although  my  cough  during  this 
other  messengers  of  death  which  period  continued  very  much  as  it 
iiccompany  me,  have  closed  the  had  been  before,  yet  my  appetite 
earthly  scene  in  unutterable  an-  was  great,  and  spirits  good  ;  and  I 
guish.  Amidst  the  hurry  of  the  laid  little  restraint  upon  myself  in 
gale  the  carpenter  had  been  so  diet.  On  the  Lord’s  day  1  felt  so 
engaged  that  he  had  not  time  suf-  well  that  I  called  the  passengers 
ficiently  to  secure  the  trunks  in  and  officers  into  the  cabin,  read 
the  cabin.  Among  other  articles,  to  them  the  107th  Psalm,  toge- 
a  large  iron  chest,  with  a  very  ther  with  Newton’s  7th  hymn, 
considerable  w^eight  of  gold  in  it,  “  The  Lord  will  provide and 
had  been  left  under  the  table  in  made  a  prayer.  All  was  con- 
the  centre  of  the  cabin  floor,  on  ducted  with  the  utmost  propriety 
the  low^er  side  of  which  I  sat,  and  solemnity.  On  Monday  I 
leaning  against  the  side  birth,  found  myself  sensibly  declining. 
By  a  sudden  and  violent  motion  To  this,  three  causes  contributed, 
of  the  ship  this  chest  was  thrown  By  the  dashing  of  the  sea  my 
to  the  side  where  1  sat  so  as  to  state  room  got  wet,  and  I  took 
fasten  my  foot  just  below  the  in-  cold.  The  exertion  in  walking 
step  to  the  waste  board.  I  drew  and  holding  on  when  sitting, 
it  out  as  soon  as  I  could  collect  amounted  to  absolute  fatigue  ;  and 
strength  enough  to  turn  round  the  as  I  had  observed  no  regimen  in 
f'hest.  At  first  I  supposed  some  diet,  the  chronic  inflammation  of 
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my  lungs  increased,  and  a  pretty 
high  fever  ensued. 

Tuesday^  Jan.  1 ,  1811. 

This  is  the  commencement  of 
another  year.  It  has  been  by 
the  great  goodness  of  God  added 
to  my  life,  contrary  to  the  appre¬ 
hension  of  the  greater  part  of  niy 
friends.  You  remember,  that 
about  this  time  last  year,  1  was  at 
Charleston  on  the  same  melan¬ 
choly  errand  which  has  brought 
me  here,  and  1  believe  my  friends 
there  little  thought  at  that  period 
that  I  should  ever  see  New-York 
again.  Not  a  few  who  were  sym¬ 
pathizing  with  me,  and  lamenting 
that  I  must  so  soon  be  cut  otf, 
have  been  called  to  the  world  of 
spirits — their  eternal  destiny  has 
been  fixed.  How  common  is  the 
remark  on  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
and  yet  how  rarely  applied  to 
our  own  case.  In  the  circle  of 
our  friends  and  acquaintance, 
and  more  commonly  in  the 
congregation  among  whom  we 
worship,  at  the  commencement  of 
each  year  we  miss  many  who 
were  with  us  before;  and  con¬ 
clude  that  many  will  be  numbered 
with  the  dead  before  another 
year  revolve.  We  often  proceed 
to  mark  the  victims  : — there  is 
one  whose  head  is  hoary  with 
age,  tottering  rapidly  to  the  tomb. 
Next  tfie  eye  fixes  on  a  counte¬ 
nance  emaciated  with  disease. 
Here  is  a  frame  so  delicate  that 
the  slightest  assault  must  break  it 
down  ;  and  numbers  are  already 
cast  on  the  bed  of  languishing, 
who,  in  all  human  probability, 
will  never  rise  from  it  again  :  but 
amidst  this  moralizing  on  death, 
amidst  these  confident  surmises 
as  to  the  fate  of  others,  few,  very 
few,  say,  “  Lord,  is  it  1  ?”  will  this 


year  close  the  earthly  scene  ; 
finish  my  time  of  discipline,  and 
bring  me  to  an  unalterable  and 
interminable  state  of  happiness 
or  misery  ?  What  is  thy  security. 
Oh  presumptuous  man?  what 
charter  upon  life  ?  what  antidote 
to  disease  dost  thou  possess  ?  Is 
it  thy  blooming  health  ?  can  fancy 
draw  thee  more  blooming  than 
thy  friend,  at  whom  death  has 
just  thrown  his  dart  ?  Is  it 
strength  of  fibre,  and  hitherto  total 
exemption  from  disease  ?  Whose 
death  do  I  here  announce?  He 
is  gone,  that  portly  active  man, 
whom  w^e  saw  but  yesterday,  and 
whose  fine  appearance  struck  all. 
’Tis  impossible  !  Of  all  others  1 
would  have  been  willing  to  ensure 
upon  his  life.  Is  it  thy  youth  ? 
every  day  proves  the  folly  of 
such.  Let  us  not  be  deceived, 
that  feeble  old  man,  that  emaci¬ 
ated  form,  that  delicate  frame, 
nay,  those  whom  we  have  seen 
on  the  supposed  bed  of  death, 
may  follow  us  to  the  grave,  and 
long  survive  us  :  for  in  the  midst 
of  life  we  are  in  death.  Thou 
knowest  not  the  day  nor  the  hotir 
when  the  Son  of  man  cometh. 
Before  1  return,  nay,  even  now, 
while  I  contemplate  with  unutter¬ 
able  tenderness,  the  almost  speak¬ 
ing  yet  lifeless  resemblance  of 

- ,  those  eyes  stript  of  their 

sweet  languish  may  be  dim — 
those  lips,  to  which  the  painters 
skill  could  not  give  the  delicate 
beauty  of  their  tint,  may  be 
livid — all  that  reminds  me  of  what 
she  once  was  may  be  changed 
and  lost  in  the  ravages  of  death. 
Aly  children  too,  may  be  torn 
away,  and  the  worthless  trunk 
left  withering  ami  decaying, 
amidst  the  blasts  which  have  de¬ 
stroyed  the  rich  verdure  and  the 
thrifty  branches.  Such  are  the 
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painful  surmises  which  may  possi¬ 
bly  be  realized,  but  the  proba¬ 
bility  is  far  otherwise.  1  see  you 
in  full  health,  surrounded  with 
your  tender  charge,  receiving  the 
congratulations  and  good  wishes 
of  our  friends,  while  I  am  strug¬ 
gling  with  the  aggravation  of  my 
disease,  and,  at  times,  almost 
sinking  under  apprehension  that 
all  efforts  for  recovery  are  vain. 

This  impression  has  produced 
moments  of  gloom,  in  which  the 
whole  train  of  my  reflections  have 
proved  the  strength  of  my  at¬ 
tachment  to  this  world,  and  the 
weakness  of  my  faith. 

There  is  something  awful  in 
death,  come  in  what  form  it  may, 
at  which  nature  on  the  first  full 
view  must  shudder.  It  closes  our 
eyes  on  all  earthly  objects,  and 
it  tears  from  the  heart  those 
ties  which  have  strengthened  with 
every  throb.  It  finishes  our  pre¬ 
paratory  state;  our  sensations, 
both  of  pleasure  and  of  pain, 
cease.  Our  mode  of  subsistence 
is  entirely  changed  ;  neither  vi¬ 
sion,  nor  the  other  senses,  convey  j 
any  longer  their  report  to  the 
soul.  1  know  that  it  lives,  but 
having  no  conception  of  its  ex¬ 
istence  without  the  body,  the 
very  ignorance  of  the  mode  pro¬ 
duces  perplexity  and  pain.  All 
its  former  avenues  to  external 
impressions  are  locked  up.  This 
frame  becomes  lifeless,  and  de¬ 
formed,  and  loathsome.  W e  must 
say  to  corruption,  Thou  art  my 
father,  and  to  the  worm.  Thou  art 
my  mother  and  my  sister.  The 
places  which  have  known  us  shall 
know  us  no  more  ;  a  new  and 
untried,  an  eternal  world  opens 
upon  the  soul,  and  in  that  dread¬ 
ful  hour.  Oh  how  frequent  and 
how  full  of  anguish  is  the  doubt 
whether  it  will  be  conveyed  to 


I  the  bosom  of  its  God,  or  banished 

I  *  ^  ^ 

for  ever  from  the  glory  of  his 
presence. 

I  But  there  are  circumstances 
whick  render  death  still  more 
awful,  and  many  of  them  would 
conspire  in  my  case,  were  it  to 
please  my  Father  in  heaven  to 
remove  me  before  I  return.  For 
a  long  time  his  hand  has  been 
heavy  upon  me.  Apparently  at 
the  season  of  my  greatest  useful¬ 
ness  he  laid  me  aside  from  official 
work.  When  it  had  become  most 
pleasant  I  was  rendered  incapable 
of  performing  it.  During  much 
of  the  time  since  I  was  taken  I 
have  been  a  wanderer  in  pursuit 
of  health.  When  the  original 
disease  seemed  to  be  greatly  al¬ 
layed,  another  which  I  had  equal¬ 
ly  dreaded  has  prevented  or  pro¬ 
longed  the  cure.  When  I  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  privations  of  this 
voy«age,the  hope  of  recovery  iviis 
sanguine.  How  soon  did  it  change 
to  despondency  !  How  painful  the 
reflections  which  have  occurred 
at  such  moments. 

Have  1  left  my  country  which 
1  love,  mv  friends  whose  kind- 
ness  has  so  greatly  endeared 
them  to  me  ;  my  family  that  in¬ 
volves  all  the  charms,  comforts, 
and  tender  sympathies  of  home, 
to  die  on  the  ocean  !  Shall  I  ne¬ 
ver  again  dandle  that  sweet  little 
cherub,  whose  smile  has  solaced 
many  a  weary  hour  of  confine¬ 
ment.  Is  the  hapless  babe  to  be. 
orphaned,  too  young  to  know  the 
fiither  who  took  such  delight  in 
him.  At  the  period  of  life  w  hen 
they  most  need  his  guidance  and 
liis  care,  must  the  rest  be  de¬ 
prived  of  it.  Must  my - — , 

who  knows  so  little  of  the  wiles 
of  the  world,  be  left  to  struggle 
alone  with  its  wants  and  its  sor¬ 
row  ?  When  she  is  cherishing  the 
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hope  of  my  recovery  and  final 
return,  must  1  be  stretched  on 
this  restless  tossing  bed  of  death  ?  j 
none  to  speak  the  consolations  of 
the  Gospel,  none  Hut  straffgers 
to  perform  the  last  kind  offices  ; 
none  of  those  tender  attentions 
which  softened  the  anguish  of 
that  painful  hour, — no  friend  to 
close  from  view  these  eyes  when 
ghastly  in  death  !  I  imagine  that  1 
already  see  them  convey  this 
wasted  form  from  the  narrow  bed, 
on  which  it  was  lately  tossed  with 
dying  agony,  to  the  quarter  deck  : 
instead  of  a  winding  sheet  it  is 
sewed  up  in  a  canvass  sack,  and 
hidden  from  view ;  laid  upon  a 
plank,  it  is  conveyed  to  the  side  ; 
the  ship  bell  tolls  a  funeral  knell ; 
all  is  solemnity,  mingled  in  some 
with  tender  sympathy.  The  fatal 
njoment  has  arrived  ;  the  weight 
that  is  to  sink  it  deep  in  the  abyss, 
is  attached  to  the  body,  and  at  the 
word  of  command,  wliich  the 
heart  for  a  time  had  refused  ut¬ 
terance,  it  is  launched  into  the 
waves.  A  tear  started  from  the 
eyes  of  his  cabin  companions,  for 
they  seemed  to  love  him,  and 
even  the  rough  sailor,  as  he  turn¬ 
ed  from  the  scene  wiped  his 
cheek,  and  cried,  God  rest  the 
soul  of  the  man  who  so  kindly 
talked  to  us  of  the  harbour  where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 
and  the  weary  be  at  rest.  But 
here  let  me  cease  to  utter  what 
have  been  transient  thoughts  in 
those  moments  of  deep  gloom, 
which  cloud  or  conceal  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  faith.  Even  while  such 
thoughts  have  shot  through  my 
mind,  i  have  never  yet  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  complain.  I  have  never 
been  tempted  to  think  hard  of  my 
lot.  1  have  never  for  a  moment 
lost  the  conviction  that  it  has 
been  better  than  my  desert,  and 


seeing  as  I  do  the  depravity  of  my 
heart,  the  transgressions  and  de¬ 
fects  of  my  life,  while  out  of  hell, 
1  shall  ever  have  cause  for  this 
conviction.  But  I  have  other 
reasons  to  be  satisfied.  Unworthy 
as  I  feel  myself  to  be,  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  has  presented,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  has  inspired  a  hope, 
a  hope  of  pardon,  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  of  adoption,  of  eternal  life,  of 
growing  deliverance  from  sin, 
and  complete  victory  over  death  ; 
a  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed 
when  1  aspire  to  call  God  my 
Father,  Jesus  my  Saviour,  the 
Spirit  my  Comforter.  A  hope, 
which  neither  afflictions  nor  temp¬ 
tations  can  shake  when  the  love 
of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the 
heart. 

Since  my  sickness  commenced 
I  have  had  more  of  this  hope, 
and  can  1  murmur?  In  all  his 
late  dealings  with  me,  I  have  seen 
more  than  ever  of  his  goodness 
I  and  his  faithfulness.  Is  it  not 
I  then  good  to  be  afflicted  ?  1  may 

;  sometimes  feel  impatient,  and 
I  wonder  where  the  scene  will 
end  ;  but  he  knows  my  frame,  he 
knows  that  1  am  but  dust,  and  will 
not  lay  upon  me  more  than  1  can 
I  bear.  VVhat  1  have  born  is  light 
jin  comparison  with  what  Jesus 
j  has  born  for  me.  Light  too,  com¬ 
pared  w'ith  the  ex'ceeding  great, 
and  eternal  weight  of  glor^  which 
he  has  purchased  for  me.  When 
arrived  at  this  glory  how  soon 
will  the  thorns  of  the  passage  be 
forgotten,  how  completely  the 
wounds  all  healed,  and  the  tears  of 
the  valley  all  wiped  away.  How 
little  difference  will  it  make 
whether  the  last  earthly  struggle 
took  place  at  ho^r.e  or  abroad, 
among  strangers  or  friends  ?  Hav¬ 
ing  conunilted  all  tilings  into  his 
hand  then  ;  here  am  /,  let  him  do 
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unto  me  as  seemeth  good  unto  him,  me  to  sing,  “  O  death,  where  is 
If  restored,  let  me  more  than  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
ever  show  forth  his  praise — ifl  victory  ?”  1  Cor.  xv.  55. 

removed,  he  will,  I  trust,  help!  [To  be  continued.] 
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Letters,  during  a  Tour  through 
some  parts  of  France,  Savoy, 
Szvitzerland ,  Germany,  and  the 
,Xe.therlands,  in  the  summer  of 
1817.  By  Thomas  Raffles, 
A.  M. — New- York,  reprinted. 

TflE  author  of  these  Letters  is 
already  extensively  known  to  the 
Christian  community,  as  the  bio¬ 
grapher  and  successor  of  the  ami¬ 
able  and  accomplished  Spencer  : 
and,  in  his  native  country,  enjoys 
no  inconsiderable  reputation  for 
talents  and  pulpit  eloquence,  fie 
now  appears  before  us  in  a  new 
character  ;  aud  has  presented  us 
with  a  book  of  travels,  which,  if 
it  be  not  so  learned  or  profound 
as  some  that  we  have  read,  is 
nevertheless  interesting  and  in¬ 
structive.  Independent  of  the 
recommendation  of  a  flowing 
style  and  animated  description, 
which  characterize  it  throughout, 
there  is  another  consideration 
which  adds  additional  value  to  the 
work  :  (and  we  confess  this  is  the 
only  one  which  has  induced  us  to 
notice  it,)  we  mean  the  sketches 
which  it  contains  of  the  state  of 
religion  and  morals,  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  through  which  our  author 
travelled.  All  we  have  to  la¬ 
ment  is,  that  they  are  not  more 
numerous  and  detailed.  Limited 
as  they  are,  however,  they  exhi- 
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bit  a  picture  of  moral  degradation, 
particularly  in  France,  enough  to 
sicken  the  heart,  and  to  cast  a 
deep  and  deadly  shade  over  .all 
the  glory  she  may  have  acquired 
in  arts,  and  arms,  and  science. 
VVe  will  not  detain  our  readers 
at  present  with  any  additional  re¬ 
marks  of  our  own  :  our  object  is 
not  so  much  to  criticize  the  work, 
as  to  present  some  interesting  ex¬ 
tracts  on  the  subjects  just  men¬ 
tioned. 

On  the  character  of  the  Parisians. 

“  There  is  nothing  like  domestic  life 
in  Paris.  You  w  ill  hardly  find  a  com¬ 
fortable  family  circle  there.  Mar¬ 
riages  are,  for  the  most  part,  contracts 
formed  for  convenience,  and  not  for 
love.  From  such  connexions,  what 
can  be  expected  but  alienation  and  dis¬ 
tance — infidelity  and  adultery. — Ac¬ 
cordingly,  1  am  informed,  it  is  no  un¬ 
common  thing  in  Paris,  for  a  married 
woman  to  have  what  is  called  her 
L^ami  de  maison,  who  visits  her  as  often 
as  he  pleases,  w'ithout  any  interruption 
from  the  lady’s  lawful  husband — to 
whom  the  boudoir  of  his  mistress  is 
alw'ays  sacred — and  who  is  so  necessary 
an  evil  in  the  house,  a  thing  so  gene¬ 
rally  tolerated,  that,  in  many  cases,  he 
actually  bears  his  part  in  the  expenses 
of  the  establishment.  The  lady,  of 
course,  allows  her  husband  the  liberty 
she  takes,  and  he  is  sent  abroad  to  find 
a  similar  post  of  honour  in  some  other 
house,  to  that  w'hich  he  suffers  the  be¬ 
loved  of  his  wife  to  occupy  in  his  own. 
From  such  a  state  of  things,  therefore, 
every  shadow*  of  domestic  intercourse 
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and  association  is  excluded.  A  family 
table  is  seldom  spread  ;  a  family  circle 
is  seldom  gathered.  They  repair  to 
the  restaurateurs  to  dine,  to  the  cafes 
for  coffee,  and  to  the  theatre,  or  even 
worse  resorts,  for  the  evening’s  occupa¬ 
tion  and  amusement.  Thus  they  live 
in  public,  eat  and  drink  in  public,  and 
one  might  almost  imagine,  from  their 
loudness  for  publicity,  that  they  would 
sleep  in  public — or  never  sleep  at  all. 
Pleasure,  exhibition,  and  intrigue, 
seem  to  be  the  great  ends  of  their  ex¬ 
istence.  To  the  nobler  pursuits  and 
occupations,  that  become  a  rational, 
accoiuiiable,  and  immortal  creature, 
they  seem  utterly  lost. — With  the  be¬ 
ing  of  a  God,  or  a  future  state,  there 
is  nothing,  above  ground,  in  Paris,  that 
has  the  remotest  connexion,  except,  in¬ 
deed,  the  churches,  which  are  the 
haunts  of  the  deadliest  superstition,  and 
consecrated  to  the  pompous  worship  of 
the  image  of  the  beast.  F rora  the  clas¬ 
sic  air  of  the  public  edifices,  and  the 
mingled  superstition  and  impurity  of 
the  people,  one  might  almost  fancy 
one’s  self  in  ancient  Athens,  surrounded 
by  a  thousand  temples  and  a  thousand 
altai's,  consecrated  to  the  deities  of  lust 
and  pleasure ;  and  a  population,  the 
fundamental  maxim  of  whose  practical^ 
if  not  avowed^  atheism,  is  ever  present 
to  their  mind,  and  ever  operative  in 
their  conduct, — Let  us  eat  and  drink, 
for  to-morrow  we  die  ! 

“  But  I  have  been  almost  uncon¬ 
sciously  led  to  the  same  disgusting  topic, 
upon  which,  I  fear,  I  have  already 
dwelt  too  long  in  a  former  letter.  To 
a  superficial  observer,  perhaps,  one 
who  merely  contemplates  the  city  of 
Paris,  through  the  medium  of  its  works 
of  arts,  or  scenes  of  gayety  and  amuse¬ 
ment,  the  pictures  I  have  drawn  may 
seem  too  strongly  marked  and  deeply 
coloured ;  but  it  can  be  so  regarded 
onlp  by  a  superficial  observer.  For 
my  own  part,  my  heart  sickens  at  the 
review  of  what  I  have  written,  when  I 
think  how  far  beneath  the  reality  any 
description,  of  which  my  pen  is  capable, 
must  be.  The  circumstance,  that  the 
grosser  forms  of  vice  are  wanting  in  the 
public  haunts,  mark,  if  possible,  a  deep¬ 
er  dereliction  of  principle,  and  renders 
the  scene  more  dangerous.  In  our  own 
metropolis,  alas !  there  is  enough  of 
vice,  and  crimes  are  perpetrated  of  the 
deepest  die.  But  then,  vice  is  recog¬ 


nized  as  vice,  and  shunned  and  abhor¬ 
red  by  virtue.  It  keeps  its  own  form, 
uses  its  own  language,  and  preserves 
its  own  limits.  But  here,  vice  has  the 
language  and  the  forms  of  virtue ;  walks 
hand  in  hand  w  ith  virtue ;  is  adorned 
with  the  same  attire  ;  admitted  into  the 
same  society  ;  o«-  Cupies  the  same  seat ; 
and,  I  had  almost  said,  rei)oses  on  the 
same  couch.  She  is  to  be  found  in  the 
shop  of  the  respectable  tradesman,  in 
forms  that  in  London  would  be  shroud¬ 
ed  w  ith  the  greatest  secrecy ;  or,  if  dis¬ 
covered,  brand  tlie  vender  with  de¬ 
served  infamy ;  but  here,  the  softer 
sex  becomes  the  ministers  of  lust,  by 
exposing  them  to  such  as  choose  to  pur¬ 
chase,  and  that  too  with  unblushins: 
countenance,  as  if  they  w  ere  the  sim¬ 
plest  articles  of  lawful  commerce ;  the 
fine  arts  have  lent  their  aid  to  decorate 
and  adorn  the  monster,  and  to  give  a 
soft  and  classic  air  to  her  most  disgust¬ 
ing  expressions,  v/hile  the  brilliant  ge¬ 
nius,  and  the  exuberant  imagination  of 
the  author,  have  invested  it  as  witli 
dazzling  gems  and  a  gorgeous  robe. 

“  But  all  these  considerations  apart : 
it  is  enough  for  a  man  that  has  any 
principle  of  religion,  or  integrity,  or 
humanity  within  hira,\  to  walk  the 
streets  of  Paris,  and  reflect  that  he  is 
passing  through  the  city,  in  w'hich,  a 
little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago,  the  oracles  of  God  were  publicly 
disowned,  the  Christian  Sabbath  utter¬ 
ly  abolished,  reason  elevated  to  the 
throne  of  the  Supreme,  and  liberty  de¬ 
clared  to  be  the  only  God ;  that  he  is 
surrounded  by  a  people,  w'ho,  after 
having  imbrued  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  their  lawful  prince,  and  filled 
their  capital  with  enormities,  at  the  re¬ 
cital  of  which  the  whole  civilized  world 
shuddered  with  a  thrilling  horror,  while 
all  w’as  consecrated  by  the  sacred  name 
of  liberty  and  freedom ;  at  length 
placed  the  crown  they  had  dashed  to 
the  earth  upon  an  upstart’s  brow,  and 
fell  prostrate,  in  all  the  abjectness  of 
submission,  to  lick  the  dust  beneath  the 
despot’s  feet;  a  people  that  followed  at 
his  beck  through  seas  of  blood,  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  spoil  and  glutted  witli  gore, 
while  they  yielded  to  him  as  to  their 
destiny,  and  plighted  their  homage  to 
him  as  their  god,  till  the  great  Ruler 
of  the  nations  was  pleased  to  reverse 
his  fortune,  and  who  then,  with  one 
consent,  abandoned  him  to  his  fate — 
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■\n  exile  on  the  ocean,  and  the  shadow 
of  a  kin? ;  a  people  too,  who  could  re- 
j)eat  their  servility  and  their  treachery 
when  his  fortunes  brightened  once 
ri^in,  and  ag;ain  grew  dark — and  who 
are  now  sunk  in  the  arms  of  a  super¬ 
stition  and  a  sensuality,  as  deep,  as 
deadly,  and  as  gross,  as  that  from 
whose  embrace  they  rushed  to  the 
wild  extremes  of  anarchy,  and  the  cold 
breast  of  atheism — I  say,  these  reflec¬ 
tions  are  enough  to  quicken  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  a  man  who  has  the  fear  of  God 
or  the  principles  of  humanity  within 
him,  lest  the  earth  should  open,  and 
swallow  up  a  city  which  has  been  the 
theatre  of  such  enormities,  and  is  still 
the  haunt  of  such  pollution  and  im¬ 
piety  !” 

What  a  contrast  does  all  this 
afl’ord  to  the  condition  of  Paris 
in  other  respects  ; — rich  in  the 
noblest  efforts  of  genius  and  indus¬ 
try  ;  decorated  with  the  accumu¬ 
lated  treasures  of  the  universe  ; 
glorying  in  the  splendour  of  her 
monuments,  her  palaces,  and  her 
institutions, — she  still  presents  a 
moral  waste,  as  cheerless  as  the 
deserts  of  Africa.  It  is  an  inter¬ 
esting  subject  of  investigation  to 
inquire  the  cause,  why  a  nation 
of  such  high  mental  cultivation  as 
the  French  certainly  are,  should 
nevertheless  be  so  completely 
barren  of  moral  excellence.  As 
it  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  at 
large  upon  this  inquiry,  we  shall 
be  satisfied  with  throwing  out 
one  or  two  ideas  which  may  serve 
to  solve  the  problem.  In  the  first 
place,  we  believe  that  there  is 
something  in  the  very  nature  of 
great  intellectual  acquisitions 
which  renders  the  mind  indiffer¬ 
ent  to  the  contemplation  of  reli¬ 
gious  truth.  This  is  effected,  at 
first,  by  their  so  completely  ab¬ 
sorbing  the  attention,  as  to  leave 
little  time,  and  less  inclination, 
for  other  pursuits  ;  and  then,  by 
fostering  pride  and  ambition,  tw'ol 


passions  than  which  there  can  be 
found  none  more  directly  hostile 
to  the  humbling  doctrines  of 
Christianity.  This  is  one  prin- 
ciple  that  lies  at  the  bottom  of  this 
phenomenon.  It  is  not,  however, 
sufficient  of  itself  to  explain  the 
whole  satisfactorily.  It  merely 
accounts  for  indifference  with  re¬ 
gard  to  morals  and  religion.  Now 
it  is  possible  for  this  indifference 
to  exist,  without  that  constant  and 
unblushing  violation  of  every 
rule  of  morality  which  disgraces 
the  French  character:  an  addi¬ 
tional  cause  must  therefore  be 
sought  for  ;  and  this,  we  think,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  taste  of  the 
French  with  regard  to  literature 
and  the  arts.  There  is  a  period 
in  the  history  of  every  nation’s 
refinement,  when  the  elegant 
and  the  brilliant  predominate 
over  the  useful  and  the  solid.  At 
this  point  the  French  have  ar¬ 
rived,  and  the  consequence  is, 
that  the  imagination  maintains  an 
influence  which  completely  holds 
in  subjection  the  reason  and  the 
judgment.  This  preponderance 
of  the  imagination  is  evinced  in 
every  exhibition  of  the  French 
character  :  in  their  attachment  to 
painting,  sculpture,  and  all  those 
arts  which  make  a  direct  appeal 
to  the  fancy.  Besides  this,  it  ap¬ 
pears  also  in  the  character  of  their 
literature,  which  is  unquestion¬ 
ably  more  distinguished  by  its 
gayety  and  ornament,  than  by  pro-' 
foundness  of  thought  or  extent  of 
research.  Such  being  the  fact, 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  what  the 
effects  of  such  an  ungoverned 
license,  given  to  the  imagination, 
must  be  upon  the  moral  habits  of 
a  people.  Having  no  virtuous 
object  on  which  to  exert  its  pow¬ 
ers,  it  spends  all  its  ingenuity  and 
exuberance  in  diversifying  the 


1 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


forms  of  impurity,  and  multiply- 

Such  appears 


the  grand  and  fundamental  doctrine/^ 
of  the  Gospel  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesu? 
Christ;  and  those  of  our  party  who 
were  nearer  to  the  preacher,  and  who 
heard  distinctly,  informed  me,  that  in 
these  respects  it  was  lamentably  de¬ 
ficient. 

“  There  are  three  ministers  in  the 
Oratoire :  the  opinions  and  the  ser¬ 
mons  of  two  of  them  are  much  in  uni¬ 
son  with  those  of  tlie  rational  Chris¬ 
tians,  or  Unitarians  of  our  own  country. 
The  otlier,  however,  whom  1  had  not 
the  good  fortune  to  hear,  is  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  cast,  and  his  preaching  is  said  to  be 
decidedly  evangelical.  Besides  these, 
there  is  Monsieur  B.  who,  though  he 
does  not  preach,  studied  at  the  Semina¬ 
ry  at  Gos{X)rt,  and  is  employed  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
in  doing  what  he  can  towards  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  schools,  and  the  distribution 
of  religious  tracts.  It  did  not  appear 
to  me  that  he  had  done  much,  or  that 
much  at  present  is  likely  to  be  done, 
except  in  the  instruction  of  children. 
The  school  connected  witli  the  Oratoire^ 
however,  is  by  no  means  large  :  I  think 
not  more  than  one  hundred  children 
altogether.  With  respect  to  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  religious  tracts,  there  seems 
to  be  a  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  against  those  printed  in  England, 
merely  from  the  circumstance  that  they 
are  English  ;  if  any  extensive  circula¬ 
tion  of  them  should  take  place,  it  must 
be  through  the  medium  oi  the  French 
press. 

“But,  alas!  alas!  Paris  is  a  hope¬ 
less  scene  ;  populous  and  splendid  as  it 
is,  and  rich  in  the  sublimest  productions 
of  human  genius,  it  is  a  spiritual  desert 
of  moral  waste.  The  life  of  God  does 
not  animate  its  people ;  the  voice  ot 
prayer  is  not  heard  in  its  dwellings ;  its 
public  haunts  are  thronged  by  practi¬ 
cal,  if  not  avowed,  atheists.  Those  who 
are  called  religious,  are  the  victims  of 

■  the  grossest  superstition  ;  those  who 
bear  the  office  and  wear  the  habits  of 

i  the  priesthood,  are,  many  of  them,  the 
!  secret  votaries  of  infidelity.  Such  as 

■  call  themselves  Protestaids,  are  sunk 
;  in  the  coldest  indill’erencc,  and  awd'ul- 
-  ly  fallen  from  the  doctrines  and  the 
I  spirit  of  the  reformers  ;  and,  perhaps, 
•  it  is  not  exi-.ggeration  to  &ay,  that  a  man 
:  of  lively  devotion,  and  of  genuine  piety, 
>  In  Paris,  is  as  great  a  raritv  as  a  civil- 


ing  its  attractions 
to  be  the  melancholy  condition 
of  the  French.  Their  learning 
and  refinement,  which,  under  the 
influence  of  a  virtuous  impulse, 
would  elevate  and  ennoble  their 
character,  now  serve  but  too 
much  to  pamper  their  sensuality, 
and  to  encourage  their  vitious 
propensities. 

We  hope  not  to  be  so  grossly 
misunderstood  as  to  be  thought 
to  maintain  that  there  is  any  na¬ 
tural  alliance  between  intellec¬ 
tual  refinement  and  moral  impu¬ 
rity  ;  all  we  mean  to  assert  is, 
that  when  the  imagination  of  a 
people  is  set  loose  from  the  salu¬ 
tary  restraints  of  reason  and  reli¬ 
gious  principle,  public  manners 
must  necessarily  become  corrupt¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  literature  and 
arts,  which  have  a  tendency  to 
encourage  this  licentiousness  of 
the  imagination,  become  accessa-! 
ry  in  undermining  the  morals  and 
religion  of  a  nation. 

Letter  15  contains  some  ac¬ 
count  of  the  state  of  religion  in 
France  ;  although  of  some  length, 
our  readers  will  no  doubt  be  too 
much  interested  in  it  to  suffer  its 
abridgment. 


“  From  the  Chapel  royal  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Oratoire^  in  the  Rue  St. 
llonore,  the  Protestant  church.  It  is 
a.  very  spacious  and  venerable  edifice, 
and  wiis  well  filled  with  an  elegant  con¬ 
gregation,  consisting  chiefly  of  ladies. 
Monsieur  Manod  was  in  the  pulpit,  but 
1  could  not  get  near  enough  to  hear 
distinctly  his  discourse.  From  what  1 
could  hear,  it  appeared  to  be  upon  the 
greatness  of  God.  His  manner  was 
animated  ;  his  action  sufficiently  abun¬ 
dant,  but  not  remarkably  graceful ; 
and  his  voice  by  no  means  well  managed. 
He  seemed  to  preach  mcmorilor^  and 
he  made  frequent  and  long  pauses  be¬ 
tween  the  paragraphs.  In  the  little 
tliat  I  caught,  there  was  no  allusion  to 
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j/eJ  being  in  the  wihU  of  Africa  :  while 
the  light  of  true  religion,  if  it  be  not  ut¬ 
terly  extinguished,  shines  like  the  glim¬ 
mering  taper  in  a  sepulchral  vault, 
struggling  with  the  noxious  vapours  that 
every  where  surround  it,  and  scarcely 
distinguished  amid  the  deep  and  palpa¬ 
ble  darkness  upon  which  its  feeble  rays 
are  shed. 

The  state  of  religion  amongst  the 
Protestants,  where  one  should  natu¬ 
rally  look  with  some  degree  of  confi¬ 
dence,  may  be  pretty  correctly  gather¬ 
ed  from  the  circumstance,  that  they 
are  quite  as  indifferent  to  the  sanctili- 
cationof  the  Sabbath-day  as  the  Catho¬ 
lics  ;  and,  in  this,  it  is  awful  to  relate, 
their  ministers  set  them  the  example. 
The  Protestant  clergy,  in  Paris,  may 
be  seen  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath 
<lischarging  the  most  sacred  duties  of 
their  otfice,  and  in  the  evening  silting 
at  the  card-table,  and  deeply  engaged 
in  play.  1  could  not  have  believed  the 
I  eport,  had  1  not  been  informed  of  the 
melancholy  fact  by  several  persons  who 
had  seen  them  so  occupied  at  that  sea¬ 
son  ;  and  I  might  have  witnessed  it  my¬ 
self,  had  1  chosen  to  profane  the  Sab¬ 
bath  by  going  to  the  parties  in  which 
they  visit.  Nor  is  the  case  with  regard 
to  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath  by  the 
Protestant  clergy  of  Paris  singular,  and 
to  be  attributed  to  the  superior  dissipa¬ 
tion  of  the  capital.  At  Nismes,  con¬ 
cerning  which  we  have  heard  so  much 
lately,  and  tlie  sufferings  of  whose  per¬ 
secuted  Protestant  inhabitants  cannot 
too  deeply  excite  the  pity  and  abhor¬ 
rence  of  mankind — at  Nismes,  two  gen¬ 
tlemen,  friends  of  mine,  were  absolute¬ 
ly  ridiculed  by  the  Protestant  minis¬ 
ters,  for  refusing  to  travel  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath-day.  1  am  aware  that  it  may  be 
urged,  as  their  apology,  that  the  conti¬ 
nental  Sabbath  terminates  with  the 
morning  service  ;  that  there  is  no  obli¬ 
gation  at  all  upon  the  consciences  oftlie 
people,  with  respect  to  the  evening  of 
the  day.  It  is  true,  this  is  the  case 
with  the  Catholic  population ;  but 
trom  their  errors  these  men  profess  to 
have  separated  themselves,  and  from 
them  \\c  have  a  right  to  expect  better 
things  :  and  I  need  scarcely  observe^ 
that  better  things  would  be  seen,  if  the 
principles,  whence  only  they  can  issue, 
were  imbibed  and  felt.  But  wdiatmust 
be  the  tone  of  religious  feeling,  if  it  be 
proper  to  use  the  expression,  in  con¬ 


nexion  w  ith  such  a  state  of  things,  when 
it  is  not  sulficient  to  maintain,  in  the 
ministers  of  the  reformed  churches,  an 
outward  separation  from  the  dissipa¬ 
tions  of  the  world,  or  a  decent  respect 
for  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath-day ! 
There  is  something  in  travelling  on  tho 
Sabbath-day  abhorrent  to  the  feelings 
and  convictions  of  a  pious  mind :  there 
is  something  in  the  devotion  of  that  day 
to  business,  at  which  a  man  of  ordinary 
moral  principle  would  shrink ;  but  in 
the  prostitution  of  those  sacred  hours  to 
cards,  and  that  too  by  the  ministers  of 
religion — ministers  of  the  Protestant 
faith  ! — every  sense  of  propriety,  every 
idea  of  decency,  established  by  educa¬ 
tion  and  maintained  by  habit,  in  an 
English  breast,  is  violated ;  and  men 
w  ho  make  no  pretensions  to  piety  them¬ 
selves,  start  from  such  a  dereliction  of 
principle  and  decorum  with  disgust. 
Does  not  the  command,  “  Remember 
that  thou  keep  holy  the  Sabbath-day,” 
extend  its  obligations  to  the  continent 
of  Europe  ^  Have  w  e,  in  our  little 
island,  and  amongst  our  rigid  professors 
of  religion,  misunderstood  the  extent  of 
that  command,  and  stretched  it  to  the 
whole  of  the  Sabbath,  w'hereas  it  only 
intended  half?  One  would  almost  be 
induced  to  think,  by  a  comparison  of 
our  English  Sabbaths  with  those  of  the 
rest  of  Christendom,  that  we  had :  but 
yet  the  edict  stands  upon  the  inspired 
record ;  and  so  plainly  written,  that 
the  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  need 
not,  cannot  err,  in  his  interpretation — 
Remember  that  thou  keep  holp  the  Sab- 
batlbrday. 

“If  the  old  adage  be  correct — Mike 
priest,  like  people’ — if  the  flock  in  ge¬ 
neral  follow  the  footsteps  of  the  shep¬ 
herd,  and  tlie  congregation  take  the 
standard  of  their  religion  and  morals 
from  their  pastor,  what  can  be  expect-  * 
ed  from  the  great  bo<.ly  of  the  people 
bearing  the  name  of  Protestant.  Alas ! 
it  is  the  name  only ;  the  principles  and 
the  spirit  with  wliich  it  w^as  once  asso¬ 
ciated,  w'hich  animated  the  founders  of 
tlieir  churches,  and  rendered  their 
martyrs  triumphant  at  the  stake,  are 
gone  ;  and  I  have  heard  the  observation 
from  many  whose  long  residence  in 
France,  and  intimate  acquaintance  ^ith 
the  people  of  both  communions,  have 
enabled  them  to  form  an  accurate  opi¬ 
nion  on  the  subject,  that  if  there  beany 
vital  godliness  in  this  country,  it  is  not 
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amongst  tlic  Protestants,  but  the  CaUio- 
lics.  A  gentleman,  who  knew  them 
all  intimately,  assured  me  he  did  not 
believe  there  was  one  decidedly  pious 
family  in  tiie  Oraioirt  at  Paris.  When 
a  few  of  them,  who  professed  a  regard 
for  religion,  M'ere  presented  by  an 
English  lady  with  some  religions  tracts, 
they  paid  not  tfie  least  attention  to 

them,  but  said,  ‘  Ah  !  Madam,  these 
things  do  very  well  in  Englimd and 

then,  throwing  them  down,  with  a 
shrug  of  tlie  shoulder,  which,  with  the 
French,  is  inlinitely'  expressive,  told 
her,  that  they  were  not  worth  a  pe¬ 
rusal. 

“If,  shocked  by  the  melancholy  state 
of  morals  and  religion  amongst  the  Pro¬ 
testants  in  France,  we  turn  to  the  Ca¬ 
tholics,  the  grieveil  and  afUicted  mind 
obtains  no  relief.  There,  however,  wc 
form  no  expectations,  and  arc  certainly 
spared  the  pain  of  disappointment.  It  is 
not  enough  to  say,  that  the  Sabbath  is 
witli  them  like  every  other  day ;  it  is 
more  gay,  more  dissipated,  more  devo¬ 
ted  to  pleasure  and  to  vice.  On  that 
evening,  above  all  others,  tlie  stage 
throws  out  its  fascinations,  and  twenty 
theatres,  with  their  unfolded  doors,  re¬ 
ceive  the  giddy  multitudes.  ’Tis  then 
tliat  the  public  w'aiks  are  most  thronged 
—that  the  boulevards  are  the  gayest — 
that  the  cafes  are  the  fullest — tiiat  the 
haunts  of  pleasure  and  of  vice,  are  most 
crowded  with  votaries  ;  while  the  va¬ 
rious  assemblies  and  parties,  of  the 
higher  classes,  complete  the  scene  of 
dissipation,  and  perfect  the  circle  of  the 
vices  that  desecrate  in  this  abandoned 
city,  God’s  most  holy  day.  It  is  the 
females  chiefly  who  attend  mass  and 
confession  on  the  Sabbath  morning ; 
and  this  only  to  make  way  for  every 
indulgence  during  the  rest  of  the  week. 
I'he  meu  pay  but  little  regard  even  to 
tlie  extenial  forms  of  their  religion ; 
while  multitudes  of  those  whose  profes¬ 
sion  and  interest  attach  them  to  the 
church,  and  compel  their  observance, 
secretly  despise  tliem  :  so  that  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion  in  France  is  little  more 
than  infidelity  under  another  title — 
scepticism  attired  in  the  habit  of  a  monk 
— and  the  same  system,  with  the  name 
of  Voltaire  erased,  and  that  of  Piv^  the 
Seventh  inserted  in  its  stead 

The  following  is  our  author’s 
impressive  description  of  the 


Museum  of  French  Monuments 
and  the  Catacombs : 

“  But  before  I  take  you  finally  from 
Paris,  suffer  me  to  toll  you  how  much 
I  was  gratified  with  a  visit  to  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  French  Monuments,  and  the 
Catacombs.  These  should  certainly 
be  viewed  last  of  all  the  exhibitions  in 
that  metro^iolis,  as  they  have  a  tenden¬ 
cy  to  sober  the  mind,  after  the  more 
gay  and  dissipated  scenes  which  have 
engaged  it.  Here  you  converse  with 
tlie  dead,  and  the  associations  awaken¬ 
ed,  are  immediately  connected  with 
eternity.  In  the  Museum  of  French 
Monuments,  you  are  surrounded  by  the 
affecting  memorials  of  departed  great¬ 
ness.  Here,  the  monuments,  rich  in 
sculpture  and  eulogy,  reared  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  illustrious  dead,  are  collect¬ 
ed  from  the  various  cathedrals  and 
churches  throughout  the  empire,  and 
arranged  according  to  their  respective 
centuries.  I'he  hazardous  enterprise 
of  rescuing  these  sublime  efforts  of 
sc  ulpture  from  the  hand  of  revolutiona¬ 
ry  fury,  was  undertaken  by  M.  Lenoir^ 
in  1799,  at  the  peril  of  his  life.  But  for 
his  intrepidity,  diligence,  and  zeal,  very 
few  of  them,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  survived  that  era  of  desolation, 
and  F ranee  w'ould  have  lost  this  most 
interesting  and  impressive  monumental 
record  of  her  monarchy.  It  embraces 
a  period  from  Clovis  I.  whence  their 
first  connected  records  prex-eed,  in  481, 
to  the  time  of  Louis  XVI.  The  build- 
ing  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  the 
monuments  was  formerly  the  convent 
of  the  Augustins;  and  the  garden  is 
conv'erted  into  a  terrestrial  elysium, 
where,  beneath  the  shade  of  cypress 
and  of  {xiplar,  the  ashes  of  Boileau,  La 
Fontaine,  Descartes,  and  many  other 
illustrious  men,  repose. 

*  Alexander  Lenoir  was  bom  in  Paris  in 
1762.  He  studied  in  the  college  of  Mara- 
rin,  and  cultivated  the  art  of  painting  under, 
Gabriel- Francoise  Doyen,  painter  to  the 
king.  In  1790,  when  the  property  of  the 
church  was  declared  the  property  of  the 
nation,  he  funned  the  idea  of  collecting  all 
the  sepulchral  monuments  into  one  depot. 
The  project  having  been  submitted  to  M. 
Bailly,  mayor  of  Paris,  was  approved  by  the 
National  Assembly  ;  and  a  special  decree 
W’as  granted  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
proposed  colleclion  ; — constituting  iVI. 
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“  The  Catacombs  present  a  differ¬ 
ent  scene.  There,  underneath  the 
ground,  you  pass  through  innumerable 
streets  and  lanes,  whose  buildings,  if 
one  may  so  speak,  are  composed  of  hu¬ 
man  bones,  collected  from  the  different 
cemeteries  of  Paris,  and  arranged  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  receptacles  whence  they 
were  collected.  It  is,  indeed,  a  golgo- 
tha — a  place  of  skulls!  You  pass 
through  parishes  of  tlie  dead.  It  is 
Paris  in  the  grave.  Here  its  once  gay 
and  busy  people  lie  ranged  in  their  last 
house,  according  to  the  houses  they  oc¬ 
cupied  whilst  living.  It  is  an  affecting 
sight — it  is  like  going  down  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  empire  of  death,  and 
intruding  into  the  capital  of  the  king 
of  terrors.  One  pile  alone  contains 
two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  hu¬ 
man  skulls,  and  the  different  heaps  ex¬ 
tend  for  a  mile  in  length.  Nothing  can 
be  conceived  more  solemn  and  affecting 
than  a  visit  to  these  dreary  abodes. 
The  indistinctness  with  which  ob¬ 
jects  are  seen  by  the  feeble  light  of  the 
tapers  you  carry  in  your  hand — the 
intricacy  and  uncertainty  of  the  path 
you  traverse,  and  which  is  only  indica¬ 
ted  as  the  right  one,  by  a  black  line 
drawn  along  the  roof  of  the  cavern,  the 
loss  of  which  clue  might  be  fatal  to  the 
party — the  thick  and  palpable  darkness 
into  which  the  innumerable  passages 
branch  out — the  ghastly  and  affecting 
materials  of  which  the  walls  that  on 
every  side  enclose  you  are  composed — 
the  appropriate  mottos  and  sentiments 
engraven  uj)on  rude  stones,  with  va¬ 
rious  sepulchral  devices,  interspersed 
throughout  the  melancholy  piles — the 
deep  silence  that  reigns  around,  broken 
only  by  the  voices  of  the  visiters,  in  cu¬ 
riosity  or  terror, — conspire  to  render 
this  the  most  interesting  and  instructive 


of  all  the  exhibitions  I  have  ever  seen. 
There  the  gay  and  volatile  spirit  of  the 
French  seems  to  have  sunk  into  some¬ 
thing  like  seriousness :  and  thoughts 
and  words  that  refer  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  an  eternal  world,  are  re¬ 
corded.  I  give  you  a  specimen.  In  a 
recess  cut  in  the  rock,  and  under  an 
arch  that  rests  upon  a  wall  of  sculls,  is 
placed  a  sarcophagus,  upon  which  is  a 
tablet  with  this  inscription  ; 


Silencej  morteh, 
et  vous  vaines  grandeurs 
Silence,  c'^est  ici 
It  sejour  de  la  mort. 


One  of  the  most  singular  facts 
stated  in  this  work,  is  that  con¬ 
cerning  the  intention  which  it  is 
said  the  late  emperor  of  France 
cherished,  of  becoming  the  found¬ 
er  of  a  religious  sect.  It  appears 
that  Unilarianism  was  the  system 
he  determined  to  patronize,  and 
with  which  he  wished  to  associ¬ 
ate  his  name. 


name  behind  them — they  had  no  fol¬ 
lowers.  But  the  founders  of  new  re¬ 
ligions  were  immortal  in  their  disciples. 
The  institutes  of  Moses  had  existed  for 
four  thousand  years — the  Gospel  by 
Jesus  Christ  was  revered  over  a  great 
part  of  Europe — Mahomet  had  his  mil¬ 
lions  of  votaries— Confucius,  Calvin, 
and  Luther,  still  existed  in  their  sects — 
‘  I  will,  therefore,  be  the  founder  of  a 
new  religion,’  said  he,  ‘  I  will  establish 
Unilarianism,  and  its  disciples  shall  be 
Kapoleonists.  I  will  smile  on  Protest¬ 
antism,  and  give  religion  liberty,  as  the 
means  to  accomplish  my  design.  My 
people  are  so  versatile,  they  will  follow 
the  court ;  on  them  I  will  heap  my 
choicest  favours,  and  thus  destroy  a  re¬ 
ligion,  whose  ceremonies  and  doctrines 
are  inconsistent  with  common  sense.’ 
I  believe  the  source  whence  this  in¬ 
formation  is  derived,  is  one  on  which 
[full  reliance  may  be  placed.” 


noir,  at  the  same  time,  keeper  of  the  mo¬ 
numents. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  object,  his  life 
was  continually  in  danger.  Once  he  was 
wounded  in  the  heuid  by  a  bayonet,  while 
endeavouring  to  preserve  the  tomb  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Richlieu  from  the  fury  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  army  by  whom  it  was  attacked.  But 
he  has  lived  to  see  his  labours  abundantly 
recompensed,  by  a  collection  of  more  than 
five  hundred  monuments,  rescued  by  his  in¬ 
trepidity,  arranged  by  his  skill,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  care  ; — the  admiration  of  all 
enlightened  foreigners,  and  the  theme  of  his 
grateful  country’s  praise. 
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From  France  Mr.  Raffles  went 
to  Switzerland,  and  visited  most 
of  the  important  cities  of  that 
country.  His  remarks  on  the  re¬ 
ligious  condition  of  Geneva,  at 
tlie  present  time,  exhibit  a  me¬ 
lancholy  contrast  to  what  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Calv  in. 

‘‘  It  often  happens,  that  where  we 
expect  the  greatest  gratification,  we 
enjoy  the  least.  I  have  felt  the  force 
of  this  reflection  in  my  visit  to  Geneva. 
The  shortness  of  our  stay  did  not  allow 
Tis,  indeed,  to  see  any  of  its  society  ;  and 
the  information  I  had  previously  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  state  of  religion  was  not 
such  as  to  excite  in  my  mind  very  ex¬ 
alted  expectations  of  pleasure  from  that 
source.  Few  of  the  doctrines,  and  lit¬ 
tle  of  the  spirit,  which  once  rendered 
it  the  glory  of  the  iTotestant  world, 
now'  remain ;  and  that  truth,  whicli 
was  asserted  and  maintained  by  Calvin, 
a  name  to  wdiich  the  city  of  Geneva  is 
more  indebted  for  its  celebrity  than  to 
tlie  grandeur  of  its  scenery,  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  its  lake,  or  the  stern  character 
of  its  ancient  independence,  has  scarce¬ 
ly  an  asylum  wathiu  its  walls.*  The 

*  What  was  the  slate  of  things  in  this 
respect,  in  VoItJiiie’s  time,  may  be  pretty 
correctly  gathered  from  the  friendship  that 
subsisted  between  that  arch-intidel  and  the 
pastors  of  Geneva.  In  a  letter  to  D’Alem¬ 
bert,  in  1757,  he  wriUs,  “  The  magistrates 
and  the  priests  come  to  dine  with  me  as 
usual.  Continue  to  leave  with  me  and 
Tronchin  the  charge  of  the  pleasant  affair 
of  the  Socinians  of  Geneva.”  In  another  to 
the  same  correspondent,  he  says,  “  It  can¬ 
not  be  otherwise  than  that,  in  Calvin’s  own 
town,  with  a  population  of  four  and  twenty 
thousand  free-thinkers,  there  should  still 
remain  a  few  Calvinists ;  but  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  few,  and  are  well  abused.  All  ho¬ 
nest  folks  are  deists.”  These  are  surely 
awful  testimonies  against  them ;  for  what 
communion  hath  light  with  darkness  ?  what 
concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial  ?  or  what 
part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  injidel? 
Another  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  religion 
in  Geneva  about  that  time,  may  be  gather¬ 
ed  from  the  article  Geneve,  in  the  f’rench 
Encycloposdia.  The  writer  of  that  article 
says,  “  To  say  all  in  one  word,  many  of  the 
pastors  of  Geneva  own  no  religion  but  pure 
Socinianism.  'JThey  reject  ail  those  things 
that  are  called  mysteries,  and  consider  it  as 
tljc  first  principle  of  a  true  religion,  that  it 


pastors  of  its  churches  are  almost  to  a 
man  Arians,  or  Socinians.  A  few,  per¬ 
haps,  may  cherish  the  genuine  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  reformation,  and  feel  their 

shall  propose  nothing  to  be  believed  that 
oft'ends  reason.  Also,  when  pressed  upon 
the  necessity  of  revelation,  that  dogma  so 
essential  to  Christianity,  most  substitute  the 
term  utility,  {utiliiij)  which  appears  to 
them  more  soft.  In  this,  if  they  are  not  or¬ 
thodox,  they  are,  however,  true  to  their  prin¬ 
ciples.”  No  wonder,  that  in  the  very  next 
paragraph,  in  the  same  horrible  article, 
should  be  the  following  passage  ;  “  It  is  not 
surprising  that  the  progress  of  infidelity 
should  be  less  deprecated  at  Geneva  than 
elsewhere,  since  their  religion  is  reduced 
I  almost  to  the  adoration  of  one  only  God — 
respect  for  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Scriptures 
being  the  only  things  which  distinguished 
tlie  Christianity  of  Geneva  from  pure 
deism.”  “'file  pastors  of  Geneva,”  says 
Rousseau,  “arc  asked  if  Jesus  Christ  is 
Goel :  they  dare  not  answer.  I'hey  are 
asked  w  hat  mysteiies  the*y  admit :  thc'V  dare 
not  answer.  A  philosopher  casts  upon 
them  a  haughty  glance ;  he  sees  through' 
them  ;  he  discovers  them  to  be  Arians,  So¬ 
cinians  ;  he  proclaims  it,  and  thinks  that  he 
does  them  honour.  Immediately  alarmed, 
terrified,  they  assemble,  they  consult,  they 
are  agitated ;  they  know  not  what  saint  to 
call  upon;  and  alter  manifold  consultations, 
deliberations,  conferences,  the  whole  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  nonplus,  in  which  is  neither 
said  Yes,  nor  No.  These  clerical  genlie- 
men  of  yours  are,  in  truth,  singular  lyings. 
One  knows  not  either  w  hat  they  believe  or 
what  they  disbelieve  :  one  does  not  even 
know'  what  they  pretend  to  believe ;  their 
only  method  of  establishing  their  own  faith 
is  by  attacking  that  of  others.”  'J  hus  it 
wag  fifty  years  ago:  how  it  is  now',  may  be 
learned  from  the  catechism  which  the  pas¬ 
tors  of  that  church  have  lately  publishea,  in 
which  every  thing  essential  and  vital  in 
Christianity  is  omitted  ;  nothing  is  left  to  be 
b€  lieved,  and  unbelief  Is  tlie  very  essence 
and  spirit,  if  it  can  be  called  so,  of  the  sys¬ 
tem.  1  rejoice,  however,  that  there  is  a 
remnant  of  holy  and  devoted  men  still  in 
Geneva,  w  ho  retain  the  most  ardent  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  doctrines  of  their  forefathers, 
and  fear  not  to  preach  them  faithfully. 
These  men  have  recently  been  encouraged 
by  die  countenance  and  "zeal  of  a  few  Bri¬ 
tish  Christians  ;  and  by  their  united  efforts, 
w'ith  the  blessing  of  heaven,  w'e  have  reason 
to  hope  that  the  pure  principles  of  the  Re¬ 
formation  may  yet  prevail  again  in  Geneva. 
Those  who  wish  to  see  more  on  this  melan¬ 
choly  subject,  may  consult  a  most  important 
article  in  the  Eclectic  Review  for  January, 
1818,  on  the  above-mentioned  catechism, 
and  the  cutcchisni  Itself. 
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influence.  1  know,  indeed,  that  this  is 
the  case :  but  they  bear  no  projX)rtioii 
to  the  majority,  who  are  sunk  in  infidel¬ 
ity  and  scepticism,  and  can  do  but  lit¬ 
tle  towards  the  diffusion  of  that  divine 
li^ht,  and  the  sj)read  of  that  glorious 
Gospel,  by  the  resuscitating  energy  of 
which  tlie  Church  of  Geneva  may 
again  awake  from  the  philosophic 
dreams  of  infidelity,  and  emulate  the 
zeal,  the  piety,  and  the  simplicity  of 
former  times.’’ 

In  passing  through  Germany, 
Mr.  R.  visited  Fribourgh,  Kehl, 
Strasburgh,  Manheini,  Frankfort, 
Mayence,  Coblence,  Cologne,  and 
Aix-la-Chapelle.  From  thence 
he  proceeded  to  Brussels,  on  his 
return  to  England  :  of  course  the 
field  of  Waterloo  was  not  forgot¬ 
ten  ;  and  we  shall  conclude  this 
article  with  the  reflections  which 
a  visit  to  the  spot  suggested  to 
Mr.  K. 


“  The  field  of  Waterloo  is  now  rich 
in  w  aving  corn,  ripening  for  the  sickle 
of  the  husbandman.  What  a  scene 
must  it  have  been  when  death  was  the 
reaper,  and  gathered  in  his  thousands 
of  sheaves  to  the  gamer  of  the  grave  1 
And  what  a  scene  will  it  be  again, 
when  the  trump  of  the  archangel  shall 
awake  the  sleepers  that  repose  be¬ 
neath  its  c  lods ;  and  the  mighty  armies, 
that  day  annihilated,  shall  start  up  to 
life  U{x>n  the  plain  on  which  they  fell  ! 

1  never  heard  a  sermon  so  impressive 
as  the  silence  that  reigned  around  me 
on  the  field  of  ^Vate^loo.  I  could  not 
but  connect  their  everlasting  destinies 
with  the  thousands  of  the  dead  upon 
whose  dust  1  trod.  The  eternity  that 
seemed  to  open  tliere  upon  my  view, 
peopled  w'ith  the  spirits  of  the  slain,  was 
an  awful  scene.  The  bitterness  of 
dying  on  the  field  of  battle — the  wadow^’s 
cries — the  orphan’s  tears — the  agonies 
of  surviving  friendship— w'ere  all  for¬ 
gotten  ;  I  only  saw  the  immortal  soul 
hurried,  unprepared,  and  perliaps  blas- 
])heming,  into  the  presence  of  its  God  ! 
1  shuddered  at  the  contemplation,  and 
felt  how  deadly  a  scourge,  how  bitter 
A  curse,  is  war  I”  B.  D. 


MAN  A  RELIGIOIS  AS  WELL  AS  A 
RATIONAL  CREATURE. 

MAN  is  a  rational  creature, 
but  there  is  a  great  variety  in  the 
exercises  of  the  reasoning  faculty. 
There  is  a  period  in  life,  in  which 
the  exercise  can  scarcely  he  said 
even  to  commence.  In  idiots  and 
madmen  the  ivhole  is  irregular  ; 
and  upon  uncultivated  minds  rea¬ 
son  sheds  but  a  feeble  light.  Not- 
w’ithslanding  this,  man  is  consider¬ 
ed,  by  all,  as  a  rational  being. 

Without  extraordinary  help  we 
cannot  have  correct  views  of  the 
perfections  of  Jehovah,  or  of  the 
relation  in  which  we  stand  to  him  ; 
nor  can  the  natural  man  yield 
that  kind  of  homage  to  the  true 
God,  w^hich  is  suitable  to  his  cha¬ 
racter,  or  acceptable  to  his  pure 
mind  ;  yet  man  is  naturally  led  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  Divine  Su¬ 
perior,  and  is  susceptible  of  a  sen¬ 
timent  of  devotion  to  that  myste¬ 
rious  character. 

Although  this  subject  may  ap¬ 
pear  remote  from  those  doctrines 
which  interest  more  immediately 
the  pious  soul,  it  is  not  unprofit¬ 
able  to  ascertain  the  truth  res¬ 
pecting  it,  in  as  much  as,  the  se¬ 
veral  parts  of  the  system  of  morals 
and  religion  are  intimately  con¬ 
nected. 

We  therefore  proceed  to  show. 

That  a  human  being  must  hoji  c 
some  notions  of  God  and  religion, 
if  he  have  the  use  of  his  natural 
porvers,  although  he  should  be  ab¬ 
solutely  destitute  of  a  supernatural 
revelation  upon  the  subject. 

Those  who  have  endeavoured 
to  propagate  Atheism  generally 
reject  this  sentiment.  Some  sup¬ 
pose,  or  rather  teach,  that  the 
doctrine  of  a  divine  existence  has 
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bad  its  origin  with  designing  men, 
in  order  to  render  it  serviceable 
to  their  ambition.  Others  pretend 
to  believe  that  it  v/as  suggested 
bj  the  fears  of  the  ignorant,  and 
afterward  supported  by  the  cun¬ 
ning  of  seducers ;  but  it  is  not  with 
atheists  we  mean  to  contend  in 
this  discussion.  Nor  is  it  with 
pagans  or  deists,  for  they  take  the 
principle  for  granted.  We  rea¬ 
son  with  those  who,  believing  the 
Scriptures,  suppose  that  to  a  su¬ 
pernatural  revelation  alone,  we 
are  indebted  for  every  idea  of 
religion  which  exists  in  the  mind 
of  man.  We  shall  therefore  be 
justifiable  in  the  legitimate  use  of 
arguments  drawn  from  Scriptu¬ 
ral  premises,  for  the  support  of 
the  hypothesis  which  we  have 
proposed  to  demonstrate. 

I.  From  the  character  of  the 
Creator,  ^considering  the  place 
he  has  cissigned  to  man  in  the 
system  of  created  being  ;  it  may 
be  concluded  that  the  human 
mind  is  by  its  constitution  religious 
as  wise  as  rational. 

God  is  good,  and  w  ise,  and  pow¬ 
erful.  Unfitness  in  his  creatures 
to  answer  the  end  which  he  had 
in  view  in  making  them  is  hereby 
excluded.  He  made  all  these 
good,  and  this  goodness  implied 
a  natural  adaptation  to  the  rank 
appointed  them. 

Man,  the  principal  of  terres¬ 
trial  creatures,  was  m.ide  for  the 
purpose  of  contemplating  the  di¬ 
vine  perfections,  of  declaring  in 
an  intelligent  manner  the  praises 
of  the  Creator,  of  knowing  and 
feeling  that  in  the  enjoyment  of 
God,  supreme  happiness  could 
alone  be  secured  to  the  soul,  if 
these  be  the  ends  of  his  creation, 
he  must  have  had  in  the  primitive 
state  natural  ability  to  know  so 
much  of  God  as  would  be  neces¬ 


sary  to  answer  this  purpose,  and 
a  natural  propensity  to  reverence 
his  authority. 

But  if  it  was  necessary  in  order 
to  suit  the  first  state  of  man,  that 
he  be  thus  qualified,  it  is  equally 
inferable  from  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions  that  this  natural  capacity  be 
not  entirely  destroyed  in  our 
fallen  state. 

Even  in  this  estate  of  sinfulness 
and  misery  ;  we  are  accountable 
creatures.  And  were  we  to  be 
favoured  with  no  supernatural 
aids  to  devotion,  we  should  be 
still  under  a  natural  obligation  to 
serve  God.  Determining  that 
this  should  be  the  case,  it  was 
necessary  from  his  perfection, 
that  God  should  continue  even  in 
fallen  man  a  natural  capacity  of 
knowing  that  there  exists  a  Su¬ 
perior,  and  some  sentiment  of 
fear  before  him.  If  it  be  a  ne¬ 
cessary  consequence  of  the  fall 
that  all  idea  of  God  be  lost,  the 
creature  man  must  then  be  in  re¬ 
lation  to  God  as  an  irrational  ani¬ 
mal,  or  even  inanimate  matter. 
Again,  The  individuals  of  our 
species  were  made  for  society. 
There  is  constitutionally  in  our 
minds  a  propensity  to  cultivate 
social  intercourse.  This  princi¬ 
ple  is  instinctive ;  it  does  not 
arise,  from  experience,  nor  is  it 
communicated  by  instruction.  It 
is  not  nature,  but  an  adventitious 
perversion  of  it,  which  drives  the 
misanthrope  from  the  face  of  so¬ 
ciety,  or  causes  the  deluded  monk 
to  enclose  himself  in  his  solitary 
cell.  However  incapable  man  in 
his  sinful  condition  is  to  discharge 
perfectly  the  duties  which  arise 
from  his  relation  to  man,  natural 
affection,  and  the  social  principle, 
are  still  as  essential  to  his  mind 
as  a  heart  and  a  head  are  to  his 
body.  Is  man  naturally  furnished 
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with  the  faculties  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  act  in  relation  to 
man  ?  and  shall  we  suppose  that 
in  relation  to  God,  he  is  totally 
destitute  of  a  natural  principle  of 
action  ? 

2.  A  view  of  the  natural  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  human  mind  will  war¬ 
rant  us  in  forming  the  same  con- 1 
elusion.  It  would  be  foreign ! 
from  our  present  purpose  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  discussion  of  all  the  in¬ 
tellectual  and  active  powers  of 
man.  The  human  mind  is  formed 
by  its  intelligent  Creator  with 
various  faculties  capable  of  vari- 
o»is  exercises  ;  among  them,  we 
may  observe  some  which  neces¬ 
sarily  lead  man  to  conceive  of  a 
divine  existence.  The  under¬ 
standing  cannot  but  form  the  idea 
of  cause  and  effect^  and  the  con¬ 
science  necessarily  refers  to  a  su¬ 
perior  for  a  sanction  to  its  ver¬ 
dict.  Each  of  those  facts  re¬ 
quires  some  explanation,  in  order 
to  render  their  force  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  argument  perceptible. 

The  human  mind,  at  a  very 
early  period  of  life,  forms  the 
idea  of  cause  and  effect.  It  is 
not  couraged  by  philosophical  i 
systems,  but  is  suggested  by  ob-  j 
serration.  W e  cannot  divest  our¬ 
selves  of  it :  to  embrace  it,  and 
to  act  upon  it,  is  a  law  of  our 
nature.  The  child,  as  soon  as  he 
can  lisp,  desires  to  know  what  | 
has  produced  the  effect  which 
has  excited  his  attention.  He 
perceives  the  change,  and  he  is 
by  nature  forced  to  refer  it  to 
some  cause.  He  asks  what  the  | 
cause  is  ?  you  may  deceive  him, 
but  you  cannot  satisfy  his  curi¬ 
osity,  nor  stop  his  inquisitive¬ 
ness,  but  by  referring  him  to 
some  cause,  supposed  or  real. 
Men  must  act  upon  this  princi¬ 
ple  during  the  whole  period  of 


their  lives  ;  and  although  philo¬ 
sophers  would  for  ever  lecture 
against  human  credulity,  in  this 
instance,  they  cannot  prevail 
upon  themselves  or  others,  so  far 
as  to  make  them  desert  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  it  in  all  their  ac¬ 
tions.  They  may  tell  js,  that 
i  what  we  have  taken  to  stand  in 
the  relation  of  cause  and  effect, 
only  occupy  the  relation  of  ante¬ 
cedent  and  consequent,  without 
any  natural  tendency  in  the  one 
to  produce  the  other  ;  and  they 
may  demonstrate  in  some  in¬ 
stances  this  to  be  a  truth  ;  but 
that  law  of  our  minds  which  im¬ 
pels  us  to  form  the  idea  of  cause 
and  effect,  is  so  connected  with 
our  existence,  that  we  must  cease 
to  be  men  when  it  is  absolutely 
destroyed.  Ignorant  minds  are 
in  danger,  not  of  ceasing  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  this  principle,  but  of  ap¬ 
plying  it  w  ithout  examination.  In 
accounting  for  the  changes  which 
they  conceive  beyond  their  own 
power  to  produce,  they  are 
apt  to  ascend  too  suddenly  to  the 
first  cause.  Incapable  of  con¬ 
necting  the  links  of  argumenta¬ 
tion  into  a  long  chain  of  reason¬ 
ing,  they  refer  every  signal  phe¬ 
nomenon  to  invisible  agency  ;  but 
there  is  little  danger  of  their 
stopping  short  of  a  Divine  Being 
until  they  have  been  otherwise 
instructed. 

There  is  also  such  a  powder  of 
the  human  mind  as  conscience. 
It  is  a  moral  sense. 

Our  bodily  senses  are  capable 
of  being  affected  by  external  ob¬ 
jects.  From  this  the  mind  is  ne¬ 
cessarily  led  to  perceive  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  affected  the  bodily 
organ.  To  this  perception  we 
give  an  appropriate  name.  But 
besides  the  perception  of  the 
object  through  the  bodily  organ, 
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we  have  a  secondary  perception 
of  pleasure  or  pain,  of  fear  or 
admiration.  As  from  my  percep¬ 
tion  of  an  object  of  sight,  I  am 
convinced  I  have  an  organ  of 
sight,  the  eye  ;  so  from  the  sen¬ 
sation  of  pleasure,  I  am  convinced, 
that  I  have  an  internal  sense  ca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  pleasure,  from 
the  beauties  of  nature  and  art. 
The  one  of  these  senses  is  a  part 
of  myself  as  much  as  the  other. 
My  taste  is  natural  to  me,  as  well 
as  my  eye. 

When  I  reflect  upon  my  own 
actions,  and  compare  them  with 
some  standard,  the  perception  of' 
their  character  is  accompanied 
with  a  sense  of  approbation  or, 
disapprobation.  This  sensation 
admits  of  various  degrees  of  plea- ' 
sure  and  pain,  which  will  be  in, 
proportion  to  the  delicacy  of  the 
conscience,  and  the  merit  of  the 
action,  the  perception  of  which 
gave  occasion  for  its  exercise. 
As  the  sight  of  an  object  implies  | 
the  existence  of  an  organ  of  sight,' 
the  effect  just  mentioned  necessa¬ 
rily  implies  the  existence  of  the 
faculty  of  conscience. 

But  if  such  a  faculty  exist,  it 
must  be  natural  or  acquired,  and| 
even  the  possibility  of  making  the| 
acquisition  implies  that  the  hu-j 
man  mind  is  so  constituted  by  its 
author  as  necessarily  to  acquire 
the  faculty  of  conscience,  or  to 
leave  uncxercised  one  of  the  most 
eminent  and  excellent  powers  of. 
the  soul.  And  the  supposition  of; 
its  remaining  in  a  state  of  idle- i 
ness,  still  implies  the  existence  of; 
a  distinct  power,  on  which  the! 
moral  seiise  is  engrafted.  But 
what  is  tins  originalfaculty  of  the 
soul?  No  principle  of  our  na-| 
fure,  unless  we  have  an  innate] 
sense  of  Deity,  can  be  a  sufficient! 
root  to  bear  this  noble  branch. 


It  will  ultimately  amount,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  same  thing  ;  whether 
we  consider  conscience  as  a  dis¬ 
tinct  power  of  the  soul,  or  as  the 
distinct  exercise  of  a  more  gene¬ 
ral  power  ;  as  itself  an  original 
principle  of  our  constitutions,  or 
as  the  acquisition  of  an  original 
principle,  unless  we  extricate 
I  ourselves  from  every  difficulty, 
jby  stripping  the  mind  of  all  its 
intellectual  and  active  powers, 
land  adopt  the  Godwinic  definition 
I  of  the  mind,  a  mere  recipient  of 
perceptions.  It  is  further  to  be 
observed,  that  if  this  faculty  exist, 
it  implies  necessarily  that  we  are 
naturally  capable  of  forming  an 
idea  of  a  Supreme  Being.  As 
the  sensation  of  pleasure  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  sight  of  a  beautiful 
object,  implies  a  previous  per¬ 
ception  of  the  object,  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  moral  sense  implies  my 
accountableness  to  an  authority 
paramount  to  my  own  mind. 
Every  sentiment  of  approbation 
or  disapprobation  of  my  own  ac¬ 
tions,  refers  to  the  will  of  a  supe¬ 
rior,  as  the  standard  which  1  am 
bound  to  adopt. 

It  is  upon  this  supposition,  that 
it  can  be  said  with  truth,  that  God 
alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience. 

From  these  premises  we  are 
warranted  to  conclude,  that  man, 
by  the  use  of  his  natural  powers, 
is  capable  of  ascertaining  the 
truth  of  a  divine  existence  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  an  extraordinary 
revelation.  The 
3d.  Argument  we  w  ould  use  with 
those  who  deny  this,  is  drawn 
from  the  universal  prevalence  of 
the  knowledge  of  a  divine  exist¬ 
ence. 

No  nation  is  without  some  no¬ 
tions  of  a  superior  being.  The 
grossest  superstitions,  as  well  as 
the  sublimest  efforts  of  reason. 
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equally  evince  that  men  have^  that  there  is  no  natural  religions  : 
some  principle  of  religion.  but  there  are  express  testimonies 

Some  men  have  laboured  to  in  favour  of  the  opposite  senti- 
make  themselves  and  others  be-  ment.  We  shall  quote  only  three 
lieve,  that  there  is  no  God  ;  but  passages. 

we  have  great  reason  to  doubt  1.  Psalm  xix.  1 — 4.  Thehea- 
their  sincerity.  We  can  have  no  vens  declare  the  glory  of  God;  and 
evidence  of  it  but  their  own  testi-  the  firmament  showeth  his  handy 
mony,  and  that  is  not  admissible,  |  T«;orfc.  Day  unto  day  uttereth 
inasmuch  as  they  are  otherwise  \  speech^  aiid  riight  unto  night  show- 
unworthy  of  credit,  and  in  i\ns\  eth  knowledge.  There  is  no  speech 
particular  instance  the  interested  or  language  where  their  voice  is 
party.  There  are,  besides,  cir-  7iot  heard.  Their  line  is  gone  out 
cumstances  in  the  history  of  pro-  through  all  the  earthy  and  their 
fessed  atheists,  which  betray  words  to  the  end  of  the  world.  It 
them.  We  have  evidence  of  this  would  put  ingenuity  itself  to  the 
in  many  instances,  and  we  may  rack  to  find  out  means  of  evad- 
presume  the  case  of  others  was  ing  the  force  of  this  declaration, 
similar  to  that  of  those  with  whom  The  Psalmist  intended  in  this 
we  are  best  acquainted.  The  Psalm  to  show  the  superior  ex¬ 
pressure  of  calamity,  sudden  cellency  of  revelation  over  natu- 
emergencies,  and  even  their  phi-  ral  religion  ;  but  clearly  teaches 
losophical  systems,  evidence  their  that  God  is  to  be  known,  in  some 
insincerity,  as  well  as  their  in-  measure,  from  his  works,  through 
fatuation,  and  convince  us  that  that  knowledge  which  implies 
they  never  really  prevailed  so  far!  the  conversion  of  a  sinner,  from 
as  absolutely  to  eradicate  a  sense  the  word.  In  the  quotation  we 
of  Deity  from  their  own  bosom,  are  taught  that  the  visible  hea- 
It  would  be  unnecessary  now  .  vens,  and  the  succession  of  day 
to  collect  evidences  from  the  dif-jand  night,  are  sufficient  evidences 
ferent  ages  and  nations  of  the  j  of  a  Divine  existence.  They 
world,  of  their  having  some  kindi“  declare  his  glory”  in  expres- 
of  religion.  We  shall  proceed  to  sive  language.  Shall  it  be  said, 
the  last  argument  intended  to  be  the  evidence  is  indeed  sufficient, 
advanced*  but  man  is  naturally  incapable 

4.  It  appears  from  the  Scrip-  of  estimating  its  value  ?  The 
ture  revelation,  that  man  is  capa-  Psalmist  prevents  the  objection, 
hie  of  knowing  there  is  a  God  by  “  There  is  no  speech,  or  lan- 
the  exercise  of  his  natural  pow-  guage,  where  their  voice  is  not 
ers.  heard.”  All  nations  understand 

The  whole  system  of  revealed  their  testimony.  Yea,  “  without 
religion  proceeds  upon  this  prin-1  speech  or  language,”  as  some 
ciple.  It  addresses  men  not  only  |  critics  translate  the  words,  with- 
as  rational,  but  also  as  religious’ out  a  voice,  and  addressed  to  the 
creatures.  “  Him  whom  ye  ig-  ear,  “  their  line  is  gone  out 
norantly  worship  declare  I  un-  through  all  the  earth,  and  their 
to  you.”  There  is  not  a  passage  words  to  the  end  of  the  world.” 
of  the  Old  or  Neiv  Testament  The  evidence  which  they  give, 
which  can  be  shown  to  flow  legi-  is  delineated  in  an  impressive 
timately  from  the  hypothesis,;  manner,  in  durable  character** 


414 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


It  is  communicated  through  all 
the  earth.  It  is  intelligible  to 
every  rational  inhabitant  of  this 
world.  Will  it  be  replied,  the 
apostle  Paul  gives  a  different  ex¬ 
position  of  this  passage,  Horn.  x. 
18.  Yes,  verily,  their  sound  went 
into  all  the  earth,  and  their  words 
unto  the  end  of  the  world,  referring 
to  the  Gospel  preached  by  the 
apostles  of  our  Lord  ? 

The  writer  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Romans,  is,  in  this  chapter, 
justifying,  from  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  the  admission  of  the  Gen¬ 
tile  converts  into  the  church. 
He  quotes  this  verse  from  the 
19th  Psalm,  in  order  to  give  the| 
Romans  an  idea  of  the  general 
spread  of  the  Gospel  already 
among  the  nations,  and  justify 
the  preaching  of  the  word  among 
those  to  whom  God  preached  by 
his  works.  Again,  we  may  be  an¬ 
swered,  the  Apostle  applies  these 
words  in  a  limited  sense.  We 
are  certain  the  Gospel  had  not 
yet  met  with  a  universal  recep¬ 
tion  ;  and  therefore  it  may  be 
supposed  they  are  not  intended 
for  universal  application  by  the 
writer  of  the  Psalm.  Our  reply 
is,  it  is  necessary  to  give  force 
to  the  Apostle’s  argument,  that 
the  words  be  understood  in 
the  fullest  extent.  God  speaks 
unlimitedly  to  all  men  by  his 
works.  Since  the  wall  of  parti¬ 
tion  is  removed,  why  should  we 
set  any  limits  over  which  we 
shall  not  endeavour  to  preach  the 
Saviour.  The  Romans  were  in 
no  danger  of  mistaking  the  mean¬ 
ing.  They  knew  that  the  Gospel 
had  not  yet  been  actually  preach¬ 
ed  to  all  men  ;  and  they  also 
knew  that  the  works  of  nature 
held  out  the  knowledge  of  a  Crea¬ 
tor  and  Supreme  Governor,  to  all 
who  have  the  natural  powers  of 


men.  But,  lest  it  be  supposed 
that  Paul  entertained  on  this  sub* 
ject  a  different  ^  opinion  from 
David,  or  rather  that  the  Spirit 
of  inspiration  gives  contradic¬ 
tory  testimony,  we  ma}'  quote 
a  second  passage  of  Holy  Writ. 
Rom.  i.  19,  20.  Because  that 
which  may  he  known  of  God  is 
manifest  in  them ;  for  God  hath 
showed  it  unto  them.  For  the  «;?- 
visible  things  of  him  from  the  ere- 
atio7i  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen, 
being  understood  by  the  things 
which  are  made,  even  his  eternal 
power  and  Godhead,  From  these 
words  the  following  inferences  are 
deducible.  1.  There  are  some 
truths  respecting  the  Divine 
Being,  which  may  be  known  by 
men.  To  yvoro»  tv  2.  Men 
have  actually  understood  these 
truths.  It  is  manifest  in  them, 
for  God  hath  showed  it  unto  them 
— ev  avroi^,  3.  This 
communication  was  made,  not  by 
supernatural  revelation  but  by  his 
works.  For  these  things  are 
clearly  seen,  being  understood  by 
the  things  which  are  made.  To/? 
TTOlflfJLOLTi  ItOUfJLtiOt,  KXh^xlotf,  4. 
The  truths  thus  made  manifest 
are  the  existence  of  a  Deity,  and 
the  Divine  Omnipotence,  even 
his  eternal  power  and  Godhead. 
The  apostle,  then,  teaches  us 
in  this  chapter,  that  those  who 
have  been  destitute  of  the  aid  of 
revelation,  have  notwithstanding 
been  convinced  of  the  existence 
of  an  eternal  and  omnipotent  Be¬ 
ing,  by  the  works  which  they  con¬ 
templated.  We  shall  only  observe 
further,  that  this  confirms  our 
argument,  drawn  from  that  law 
of  our  nature  whereby  we  are 
irresistibly  led  to  refer  every  ef¬ 
fect  to  some  cause,  supposed  ca¬ 
pable  of  producing  it ;  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  quote  one  other  portion 
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of  Scripture.  Rom.  ii.  14,  15. 
For  when  the  Gentiles^  who  have 
not  the  laWy  do  by  nature  the  things 
contained  in  the  laWy  these  having 
not  the  law  are  a  law  unto  them¬ 
selves,  which  show  the  works  of  the 
law  written  in  their  hearts,  their 
conscience  also  hearing  witness,  and 
their  thoughts  the  meanwhile  accus¬ 
ing  or  else  excusing  one  another. 
The  persons  spoken  of  are 
the  heathen,  rx  Of  them 

it  is  said  they  are  without  the 
law,  fifi  vsjLLoi  This  law 

of  which  they  are  destitute  can¬ 
not  be  the  law  of  nature,  for 
it  is  afterward  said  they  have 
some  remains  of  this.  It  cannot 
be  the  particular  law  of  the  Jews, 
for  they  do  by  nature  its  com¬ 
mands,  but  with  respect  to  the 
ceremonial  law  this  would  be  im¬ 
possible.  The  law,  which  they 
have  not,  is  the  system  of  reve¬ 
lation,  and  although  without  it 
they  perform  some  of  its  pre¬ 
cepts — rx  TH  vo/xH  They 

do  things  contained  in  the  law, 
not  from  the  aid  of  a  tradition¬ 
ary  and  obscure  revelation,  but 
by  nature — The  consti- 1 
tution  of  their  minds  is  such,  as 
impels  them  to  consider  them¬ 
selves  in  some  degree  accounta¬ 
ble  to  a  Superior.  Depraved  as 
they  are,  their  souls  are  instinct¬ 
ively  led  to  form  such  sentiments 
as  have  the  force  of  a  law.  It 
is  the  law  of  nature — the  voice 
of  God,  speaking  through  the 
constitutional  principles  of  the 
law.  These  having  not  the  law, 
are  a  law  unto  themselves.  If 
this  be  the  case,  the  conclusion 
is  obvious.  It  discovers,  that  the 
Heathen  have  a  natural  capacity 
of  discovering  their  accountable- 
ness  to  a  Superior.  It  shows  forth 
the  works  of  the  law  written  in 
their  hearts.  It  implies  their 


knowledge  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
and  their  consciences  meanwhile 
are  exercised  in  approving  or  dis¬ 
approving  of  their  actions.  As  the 
fornjer  text  corroborated  our  rea¬ 
soning  from  the  ideas  of  cause 
and  effect,  this  is  assuredly  calcu¬ 
lated  to  confirm  what  has  already 
been  said  on  the  nature  of  the 
moral  sense. 

These  declarations  of  the  apos¬ 
tle  cannot  easily  be  misunder¬ 
stood,  unless  w’e  be  previously 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  contrary 
sentiments. 

There  are  other  testimonies 
of  Scripture  in  favour  of  the  hy¬ 
pothesis  which  we  have  adopted  ; 
but  it  is  presumed  those  selected 
are  sufficient  to  substantiate  its 
truths  ;  and  unless  we  form  the 
impious  thought,  that  the  writers 
of  the  Scriptures  were  themselves 
in  an  error,  or  coincided  in  a  com¬ 
mon  sentiment  of  the  age,  we 
cannot  resist  their  force.  The 
Spirit  who  spoke  by  the  prophets 
made  the  human  mind,  and  is  best 
acquainted  with  its  powers.  What 
he  has  published  respecting  them 
must  be  decisive.  a 

[To  be  continued. \ 


Rousseau’s  concession  to 
Christianity. 

“  I  acknowledge  that  the  Ma¬ 
jesty  of  the  Scriptures  astonishes 
me,  the  sanctity  of  the  Gospel 
speaks  forcibly  to  my  heart.— Ex¬ 
amine  the  works  of  the  Philoso¬ 
phers,  and  their  pompous  phrase¬ 
ology. — How  poor,  how  very  poor 
in  comparison  !  Is  it  possible,  that 
a  book  at  once  so  sublime  and 
simple  could  be  the  production 
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of  Ma7i  ?  Is  it  possible  that  the 
subject  of  it,  the  Person  \?hose 
history  it  comprises,  could  be  a 
man,  a  mere  mortal?  Is  such  the 
tone  of  an  enthusiast,  of  an  am¬ 
bitious  leader  of  a  sect?  What 
mildness,  what  purity  in  his 
morals !  What  afl'ecting  grace 
in  his  instructions  !  What  eleva¬ 
tion  in  his  maxims  !  What  pro¬ 
found  wisdom  in  his  discourses ! 
What  presence  of  mind,  what 
precision,  and  what  propriety  in 
his  answers  !  What  an  empire 
over  his  passions  !  Where  is  the 
man,  where  the  sage,  in  whose 
actions,  sufferings,  and  death,  no 
trace  of  weakness  and  ostentation 
can  be  discovered  ?  When  Plato 
drew  his  imaginary  just  man,  a 
character  which  he  supposed  to 
exist  only  in  idea,  loaded  with  all 
the  opprobrium  of  vice,  and  still 
deserving  every  reward  that  vir¬ 
tue  can  confer  or  aspire  to,  every 
stroke  of  his  pen  exhibits  Jesus 
Christ.  The  resemblance  is  so 
appropriate,  so  striking,  that  all 
the  Fathers  and  early  Christian 
wTiters  felt  it  ;  and,  indeed,  not 
to  recognize  it  is  impossible. — 
What,  but  deeply-rooted  preju¬ 
dices,  but  total  blindness,  could 
induce  a  writer  to  compare  the 
son  of  Sophroniscus  (Socrates) 
with  the  Son  of  Mary  ?  How  un¬ 
like  are  the  two  characters  !  So¬ 
crates,  dying  without  pain  or  ig¬ 
nominy,  easily  supported  his  cha¬ 
racter  to  the  last ;  and  if  this 
gentle  death,  unaccompanied  by 
pain  or  sorrow,  had  not  cast  a 
lustre  round  his  life,  it  might  be 
matter  of  doubt  whether  So¬ 
crates,  eminent  as  he  was,  was 
any  thing  else  but  a  Sophist. — 
You  will  tell  me  lie  was  the  in¬ 
ventor  of  morality.  Others  be¬ 
fore  him  had  reduced  it  to  action, 
he  only  related  what  they  had 


done  ;  he  only  laid  down  in  theory 
what  they  had  exhibited  in  prac¬ 
tice. — Aristides  had  been  just  be¬ 
fore  Socrates  had  defined  justice; 
— Leonidas  had  shed  his  blood 
for  his  country,  before  Socrates 
had  pronounced  patriotism  to  be 
a  virtue.  The  morals  of  Sparta 
were  exemplary,  before  Socrates 
had  panegyrized  moderation  ;  and 
1  before  he  dctined  what  virtue 
I  was,  Greece  abounded  in  virtuous 
men.  But  from  what  source 
could  Jesus  have  derived  among 
his  countrymen  that  elevated  and 
pure  system  of  morality  of  which 
He  alone  was  the  Author  and  the 
Example  ?  From  the  bosom  of  the 
most  furious  fanaticism  the  high¬ 
est  wisdom  raised  her  voice,  and 
the  simplicity  of  the  most  heroic 
virtues  -  cast  a  lustre  over  the 
most  abject  state  upon  earth. 
— The  death  of  Socrates,  con¬ 
versing  in  tranquillity  with  his 
friends,  is  the  most  eligible  that 
can  be  imagined  ;  that  of  Jesus 
expiring  in  torments,  the  object 
of  the  insults,  mockery,  and  male¬ 
dictions  of  a  whole  nation,  is  the 
most  horrible  that  can  be  con¬ 
ceived.  Socrates  taking  the  cup 
of  poison,  blesses  the  person  who 
with  tears  presents  it  :  Jesus, 
while  enduring  the  most  dreadful 
torments,  prays  for  his  inveterate 
persecutors. — Yes,  if  the  life  and 
death  of  Socrates  be  those  of  a  Sage, 
the  life  and  death  of  Jesus  are  those 
of  a  God  ! ! 

“  Will  you  assert  that  the  Gos¬ 
pel  is  a  fiction  ?  Such,  my  friend, 
is  not  the  language  of  imposture  ; 
and  the  actions  of  Socrates,  which 
no  person  doubts  of,  which  are 
universally  acknowledged,  are  not 
so  well  authenticated  as  those  of 
Jesus  Christ  ; — in  fact,  such  an 
assertion  would  only  postpone  the 
difficultv  ;  not  surmount  it — it 
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'would  be  more  incomprehensible, 
that  several  persons  hadconspired 
to  fabricate  this  book,  than  that 
an  individual  should  have  fur¬ 
nished  them  with  the  subject  of 
it :  never — never — could  Jewish 
authors  have  attained  its  authori¬ 
tative  style,  its  sublime  morality  ; 
and  the  Gospel  has  internal  cha¬ 
racters  of  truth,  so  totally  inimita¬ 
ble,  that  the  inventor  of  it  would 
be  a  more  astonishing  character 
than  the  Person  of  whom  it  treats.” 


Happy,  if  he  had  stopped  here  ; 
if  the  baneful  and  pestilential  in¬ 
fluence  of  false  philosophy  had 
not  steeled  his  heart  against 
conviction !  O  that  he  had  not 
closed  his  eyes  against  the  rays 
of  Revelation,  which  seem  to  have 
poured  upon  them  a  flood  of  light ! 
that  he  had  not  cast  the  cup  of 
fliith,  prolfered  by  an  invisible, 
yet  merciful  and  Divine  hand, 
untasted  from  his  lips  ! 

[f’.  Guardian.^ 
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LETTERS 

Rereiveif  by  the  Brethren's  Society  for  the 
Furtherance  of  the  Gospel j  from  the 
coast  of  Labrador. 

From  Hopedale,  AvfC-  20,  1817. 

P BAREST  BRETHREN, 

A-S  our  coasts  are  still  beset  with  floating 
ice  as  far  as  the  eye  ran  reach,  even  when 
standing  on  the  highest  hill,  we  were  quite 
unexpectedly  overw'helmed  with  joy  and 
surprise,  when  on  the  7th  suddenly  a  shout 
was  set  up  by  the  Esquimaux,  announcing 
the  arrival  of  the  Jemima  on  this  side  of  the 
ice.  Indeed  we  could  scarce  give  credit  to 
the  report.  We  ran  up  the  hill,  and  our 
hearts  were  filled  with  thanksgiving  to  our 
merciful  God  and  Saviour,  w’hen  we  beheld 
her,  at  a  great  distance,  approaching  to¬ 
wards  us.  Early  on  the  9th  she  cast  anchor 
in  our  bay,  and  vve  had  the  pleasure  to 
welcome  the  Brethren  Korner  and  Beck, 
and  Brother  Kmoch  and  his  w  ife,  wdth  our 
worthy  captain  and  mate.  O  what  cause 
had  w'e  to  render  thanks  and  pi-aises  to  the 
Lord  for  conducting  them  safely  through  so 
many  dangers,  both  on  their  passage  to 

VoL.  II. ...No.  9. 


England  last  year,  and  on  tlicir  return  to 
us.  The  account  of  it  is  truly  terrific. 

From  your  kind  letter  of  xMay  23d,  we 
perceived,  with  what  faithful  care  and  con¬ 
cern  you  considered  our  situation  here, 
when  by  circumstances,  which,  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Mission  never  yet  oc¬ 
curred,  the  ship  was  prevented  reaching 
this  place.  We  had  indeed  some  painful 
apprehensions  respecting  her  fate,  especial¬ 
ly  before  w’e  received  an  account  of  her 
from  Nain,  but  we  sutfered  no  essential  de¬ 
privation  on  that  account,  though  a  few 
articles  were  wanting,  not  of  much  conse¬ 
quence.  \\  hen  in  December  a  sledge  from 
Main  brought  us  intelligence,  that  the  cap¬ 
tain  had  expressed  his  doubts,  whether  he 
should  be  able  to  reach  Hopedale,  and  on 
that  account  had  left  some  of  our  stores  at 
that  place,  we  felt  moi-e  easy,  and  trusted  to 
the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  that  He  w  ould  con¬ 
duct  the  ship  and  company  safe  to  England. 
Our  Brethren  at  Nain  supplied  us  with  all 
necessaries,  and  also  sent  Brother  Stock  to 
our  assistance.  Brother  Muller,  who  wad 
to  have  left  us  and  gone  to  Nain,  staid 
here. 

We  are  sorr)’,  that  Brother  Christensen, 
who  was  to  have  been  our  fellow-labourir 
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hrrp,  i5  not  returncil  to  fiabrador,  u'hrr« 
his  services  weiv  very  valuable,  lie  l^ad 
been  eighteen  years  a  most  faithful  labourer 
in  this  part  of  the  Lord’s  vineyard,  and  was 
particularly  attentive  to  the  young  single 
nu  n.  May  the  blessing  of  our  Jjaviour  be 
upon  him,  wherever  he  is  at  rest. 

The  painful  intelligence  of  the  removal 
of  our  highly  resjiected  and  l)eloved  Sister 
W’ollin,  has  given  us  very  great  concern. 
We  feel  her  loss  the  more  deeply,  as  most 
of  us  knew  her  as  a  truly  faithful  and  dili¬ 
gent  handmaid  of  the  Lord,  serving  His 
cause  with  gladness.  We  have  lost  in  her 
a  mother  and  friend,  and  read  your  account 
of  her  departure  with  many  tears.  That 
fiOrd,  to  whom  she  was  devoted  with  her 
whole  heart,  now  grants  unto  her  an  eternal 
reward  of  grace. 

We  beg  you  to  return  to  the  venerable 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  our 
warmest  thanks  for  their  kindnesi,  in  print¬ 
ing  for  us  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  in  the 
Esquimaux  language,  and  doubt  not  but  the 
reading  of  this  part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
will  be  the  means  of  much  blessing  in  our 
congregation.  The  Lord  reward  that  So¬ 
ciety  for  this  and  all  other  generous  efforts 
made  to  spread  His  saving  Gospel  among 
mankind,  and  grant  them  abundant  success. 

AVe  heard  the  account  of  the  safe  and 
prosperous  voyage  of  Brother  Latrobe  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  his  return  to 
England,  W’ith  great  pleasure  and  thanks  to 
our  Saviour  for  all  the  mercies  he  has  ex¬ 
perienced. 

W’e  have  had  much  cause  for  thankful¬ 
ness  in  perceiving  that  our  congregation  of 
Christian  Esquimaux,  in  this  place,  has,  in 
general,  grown  in  the  grace  and  love  ol  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  by  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  their  souls,  though  some  painful 
occurrences  have  every  now  and  then  made 
us  cry  to  Him  for  help  and  protection. 
During  tiie  last  season  four  men  from  the  ! 
south,  with  an  EsquImaiBi  family  in  compa¬ 
ny,  spent  the  winter  in  our  neighbourhood. 
'I'hey  sent  European  provisions  as  presents 
to  our  people,  and  invited  them  to  come 


and  trade  with  them.  Tins  proveil  a  great 
temptation,  and  disturbed  their  usual  peace¬ 
ful  course,  for  a  gr  eat  number  of  our  Esqtii- 
maux  lived  formerly  in  the  South,  and 
there  got  a  taste  for  European  habits,  ami 
particularly  for  strong  liquors  ;  from  whi(  h, 
however,  since  tlieir  removal  to  Hopedale, 
they  had  been  weaned.  We  spared  no  ex¬ 
hortations  and  friendly  remonstrances,  but 
yet  bad  the  grief  to  sec  three  families,  con¬ 
sisting,  with  young  and  ©!d,  of  eighteen 
|)€rson8,  following  their  seducers  to  the 
South.  Among  them  were  six  communi¬ 
cants  and  several  hopeful  young  people. 
V^’e  cannot  describe  the  pain  we  felt  in 
seeing  these  poor  deluded  p)cople  running 
headlong  into  danger,  and  we  cried  to  our 
Saviour  to  keep  his  hand  over  them  in 
mercy,  and  not  to  suffer  them  to  become  a 
prey  to  the  enemy  of  their  souls.  The  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  and  even  the  men,  wejjl 
bitterly  at  parting,  but  the  latter  seemed 
ensnared,  and  forced  their  families  to  fol¬ 
low  them. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  ship  in  the 
year  1815,  eight  Esquimaux  children  havt 
been  born  and  baptized;  six  adults  were 
baptized ;  and  four  departed  this  life  in  the 
faith  of  Christ.  Of  our  own  family  we  have 
lost  our  venerable  Brother  .Suen  Andersen, 
who  has  served  this  Mission  above  forty 
years  with  exemplary  faithfulness.  His 
memory  will  remain  preciour  both  with  us 
and  our  Esquimaux.  Respecting  the  ex¬ 
ternal  maintenance  of  our  people,  we  had 
no  anxiety  during  these  two  years.  Our 
merciful  heavenly  Father  provided  a  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  all  they  wanted  for  their  subsist¬ 
ence.  Last  year,  they  attended  diligrntiv 
to  the  fishery,  being  encouraged  by  tin* 
building  of  a  storehouse  for  their  use,  which 
turns  out  a  very  beneficial  arrangement, 
and  secures  their  stock  of  winter  provision.^. 
The  congregation  of  Christian  Esquimaux 
at  Hopedale  consists,  at  present,  of  42  com¬ 
municants  and  six  candidates  ;  13  baptize  d 
adults,  not  yet  communicants ;  10  candi¬ 
dates  for  baptism ;  43  baptized  children  ; 
and  24  persons  under  instruction.  Tu  all. 


Cl  1.^5  p^^rsons.  From  Okkak  7,  and  iWn 
iVain  5  ptirsons  have  removed  hither. 

In  our  family  we  have  experienced  tlie 
{^racioub  lielp  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  ;  ond, 
excepting  Brotlicr  Suen  Andersen,  who 
h»*fore  his  happy  release  on  (he  28th  of 
February,  suffered  a  severe  illness, 

and  lirother  Hastings,  who  was  likewise  in 
an  ailing  state,  we  have  all  been  preserved 
in  toleralHc  health,  insomuch  that,  besides 
the  usual  daily  labour,  we  have  Ijeen  en¬ 
abled  to  erect  a  building  for  our  own  use, 
containing  rooms  for  provisions  and  fuel, 
and  a  brewery  and  bake-house. 

The  winter  was  unusually  severe,  and  the 
ice  did  not  forsake  our  bay  till  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  July.  There  was  great  scarcity 
of  grouse  and  hares  ;  we  had  consequently 
a  very  short  supj)!y  of  fresh  meat. 

\V  e  return  our  best  acknowledgments  to 
the  .Society  for  all  the  stores  and  provisions 
with  w’hich  we  have  again  been  so  abun¬ 
dantly'  supplied  by  the  arrival  of  the  ship. 
May'  our  Saviour  richly  bless  and  reward 
you,  and  all  those  who  assist  you  to  main¬ 
tain  the  woik  of  the  Lord  in  thi.s  country. 
^^'e  also  thank  you  for  the  kind  reception 

yon  gave  to  our  fellow-labourers  Brother 
arul  Sister  Kmoch,  and  the  Brethren  Kdrner 
and  Christenson,  and  recommend  those,! 
who  will  come  to  you  this  year,  to  your 
wonted  kindness  and  care. 

The  following  arc  the  changes  hi  the 
service  of  this  Mission.  Brother  Hastings! 
and  his  wife,  after  many  years  faithful  ser-j 
vices,  return  with  the  .«*hip  to  Europe. 
Brother  and  Sister  Muller,  after  having 
served  the  Mission  at  Hopodale  nineteen 
years,  remove  to  Nain,  as  well  as  the  single 
lirother  Stock.  Brother  and  Sister  Kmoch, 
and  Brother  Beck,  remain  here,  and  will  be 
joined  by  Brother  and  Sister  Meisner  from 
f)kkak,  and  Brother  Morhardt,  from  Nain. 

May  the  Lord  grant  His  blessing  to  all 
these  changes,  and  bring  the  ship  and  com¬ 
pany  across  the  ocean  to  you  in  safety. 
^Vith  the  most  cordial  salutations  we  remain 
ever,  in  the  bonds  of  true  brotherly  union. 


your  most  faithful  and  affecVidnate  Brethren 
and  Si.«ters  at  Hopedale. 

Signed  John  Ha. stingy, 

V.  Jfnsfn  Mltler, 
Jacob  Nisskn, 

J.  P.  Stock. 


From  JVairiy  Sept.  1,  13lL 
DEAREST  BRETHREN, 

NO  language  can  describe  our  joy,  on 
receiving  the  unexpected  account  of  the 
safe  arrival  of  the  Jemima  at  Hopedale,  on 
the  9th  of  August.  Not  long  before  the 
welcome  news  reached  us,  we  had  been 
somewhat  cast  down,  by  hearing  that,  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  no  open  water 
was  to  be  seen,  an  enormous  quantity  of  ice 
having  beset  every  part  of  our  coast. 

By  the  same  opportunity  we  received 
your  most  agreeable  letter  of  the  23th  of  last 
May,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  return  of 
Brotlier  and  Sister  Kmoch,  and  the  single 
Brother  Kdnier,  and  our  new  fellow- labour¬ 
er  Brother  Beck,  after  a  most  dangerous 
passage  through  the  ice.  We  were  glad 

that  Brotlier  Christensen,  who  has  served 
the  Mission  both  at  Nain  and  H'>pedale  for 
eighteen  years  with  exemplary  faithfulness, 
has  found  a  resting-place  in  one  of  our  set¬ 
tlements,  as  we  were  frequently  under  con¬ 
cern  on  account  of  his  infirm  state  of  health. 
May  our  Saviour  grant  him  to  enjoy  a  sweet 
Sabbath  at  Christiansfeld,  and  fill  his  heart 
with  divine  peace  and  comfort. 

On  the  17th  of  December  last  year,  we 

were  informed,  by  a  sledge  coming  from 
Hopedale,  that  the  ship  with  the  missiona¬ 
ries  destined  for  tliat  place  was  missing, 
which  aft'ected  us  greatly ;  and  we  felt  tlie 
greatest  compassion  for  our  Brethren  and 
Sisters  tliere.  They  were  now  in  want 
both  of  assistants  and  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  We  feared  also  that  the  vessel  niiglit 
have  been  lost.  When  the  Jemima  left  us 
on  the  3d  of  October,  the  weather  turned 
out  very  cold  and  .stormy,  yet  we  hoped 
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llmt  she  would  reach  the  place  of  her  desti¬ 
nation.  It  has  also  happened  in  former 
years,  that  at  the  same  time,  and  even  in 
November,  tl'e  ship  passed  safely  from  one 
fettlement  to  the  other ;  arnl  but  last  year 
she  was  at  tlie  islands  near  Hopcdale,  on 
October  the  5th.  On  hearing;  the  above 
account  vve  however  trusted,  that  the  Lord 
had  50  directed  this  event,  that  thereby 
good  would  redound  to  Hi?  cause,  and 
w^cre  strengthened  by  considering  how 
graciously,  for  upwards  of  fifty  years.  He 
has  preserved  the  ship  from  year  to  year 
from  destruction  ;  of  which,  indeed,  we  had 
a  most  encouraging  proof  in  the  foregoing 
year.  We  now  return  our  unfeigned 
thanks  to  Him,  who  has  so  mercifully  con¬ 
ducted  her,  with  all  on  board,  in  safety  to 
England ;  and  likewise  presen’cd  the 
Brethren  Kohlmeister,  Lundberg,  and 
Stock,  on  their  passage  from  hence  to 
Okkak  in  an  open  boat,  when  they  were  in 
gxx:at  danger.  They  were  seventeen  days 
at  sea. 

Unpleasant  as  the  weather  turned  out 
last  autumn,  the  severity  with  which  the 
winter  set  in  proved  an  advantage,  as  we 
were  thereby  enabled  to  send  provisions 
and  other  necessaries  in  sledge^  to  our 
Brethren  at  Hoj^dale.  No  great  quantity 
can  be  sent  at  a  time  by  this  method,  for, 
if  snow'-storms  occur,  the  goods  must  b<‘  un¬ 
loaded  and  secured,  and  if  it  lasts  too  long, 
both  men  and  dogs  sufl'er  hunger ;  we  W'cre 
therefore  veiy*  thankful  to  the  Lord,  when 
we  heard  of  the  safe  arrival  of  these  articles 
at  Hopedale,  being  always  favoured  with 
good  weather.  Other  tilings  left  here  for 
Hopedale,  especially  wine  and  tobacco,  we 
were  not  able  till  now  to  send  by  a  boat. 

W^ith  respect  to  our  conduct  last  year  in 
not  detaining  the  missionaries  and  the  pro¬ 
visions  destined  for  Hopedale,  we  have  to 
offer  this  apology,  that  when  the  captain  in¬ 
timated,  that  he  might  be  prevented  from 
reaching  Hopedale,  he  likewise  thought 
that  perhaps  the  ice  would  prevent  his  put¬ 
ting  to  sea,  and  that  he  might  be  obliged  to 
•pend  the  w  inter  at  Hopedale,  where  be 


wished  to  repair  the  damage  done  to  the 
ship.  Indeed  we  were  quite  at  a  loss  what 
to  advise  and  do,  but  trusted  that  the  Lord 
would  conduct  the  ship  safely,  as  in  the 
years  past. 

This  unpleasant  event  has  occasioned 
many  changes.  Brother  and  Sister  Miiller 
could  not  come  to  us  as  intcuued.  Sister 
Schreiber  has  been  and  is  yet  so  ill,  that 
instead  of  taking  her  share  in  the  manage- 
niPiit  of  the  housekeeping,  she  stood  in 
need  of  nursing  and  medical  aid ;  which 
made  it  necessary  for  us  to  apply  for  assist¬ 
ance  from  Okkak.  Brother  Kohlmeister 
and  his  wife  were  willing  to  help  us.  The 
former  arrived  here  on  the  13lh  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  when  the  cold  w  as  most  intense,  (being 
30  degrees  under  Fahrenheit’s  thermome¬ 
ter,)  and  the  wind  veiw'  violent.  We  were 

trulv  thankful  that  his  health  has  not  «uflered 

0 

from  the  cold  he  had  to  endure.  His  wife 
followed  him  on  the  15th  of  March. 

The  Lord  preserved  and  sti-engthcncd  ui 
during  the  year  past,  though  we.  sufl'ered 
illness,  and  experienced  various  trials. 
Whenever  we  cried  unto  Him,  He  drew 
near  unto  us  w'ith  His  power  and  grace ; 
and,  under  all  circumstances,  proved  Him¬ 
self  a  sure  help  in  every  time  of  need.  In 
meeting  for  worship  in  our  family,  as  well 
as  when  we  were  assembled  with  onr  con¬ 
gregation  at  the  church.  His  presence  wa.^ 
sensibly  felt,  and  clieered  our  heart.'*.  We 
perceived  likew’ise  encouraging  proofs  that 
His  word  is  the  |>ower  of  Go<l,  to  awaken 
the  hearts  of  men,  and  He  blessed  our 
feeble  testimony  of  His  suflferings  and  death 
for  our  salvation. 

-Brother  Kohlmeister  and  his  wife  will 
now  return  to  Okkak,  and  the  single  Brother 
Morhardt  to  Hopedale.  We  thank  them 
for  their  faithful  services  in  this  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  pray  the  Lord  to  be  with  them  in 
tlieir  respective  stations.  We  rccommnul 
to  you  our  dear  Brother  Kunath,  who  goes 
on  a  visit  to  Europe,  and  pray  the  Lord  to 
strengthen  him  anew,  and  bring  him  back 
to  us  in  safety.  He  has  been  thirteen  years 
employed  in  this  Mission,  and  we  trust  will 


AND  REVIEW. 


421 


he  enabled)  as  bitbertO)  to  labour  among’ 
the  Esquimaux  witli  the  blessing  of  our 
Saviour.  Brother  Muller  and  his  wife, 
and  Brother  Stock,  Will  come  to  reside  here 
At  Nuin. 

We  may  with  truth  declare,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  not  left  Himself  without 
witness  in  the  hearts  of  the  Esquimaux. 
Several  have  been  awakened  out  of  the 
sleep  of  sin,  and  others,  who  are  already 
ilevoted  to  the  Lord,  have  been  more  rooted 
and  grounded  in  the  faith.  Glad  should  we 
t>e  if  we  could  say  the  sairie  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  congregation,  and  that  the  walk 
and  conversation  of  all  of  them  had  borne 
witness  to  the  erticacy  of  grace  in  their 
hearts.  But  some  are  yet  too  often  en¬ 
snared  by  sin,  and  not  willing  to  make  a 
total  surrender  of  themselves  to  Him,  who 
has  bought  th»^m  with  His  own  most  pre¬ 
cious  blood:  they  ar«  like  men  driven  to 
and  fro,  and  both  inattentive  to,  and  unable 
to  distinguish  the  voice  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 
herd  from  the  voice  of  the  stranger,  though 
continually  warned  and  reproved  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  May  the  Lord  have  mercy 
upon  them,  and  grant  them  true  conver¬ 
sion. 

Three  adults  and  five  children  have  been 
baptized;  one  received  into  the  congrega¬ 
tion  ;  one  admitted  as  a  candidate  for  bap¬ 
tism  ;  four  readmitted,  and  four  have  de¬ 
parted  this  life.  163  Esquimaux  live  on 
our  land,  of  whom  131  are  members  of  the 
congregation. 

As  to  their  oiitward  subsistence,  our 
Esquimaux  have  suffered  no  want  during 
the  winter ;  but  the  spring  fishery  failing, 
they  were  rather  straitened  for  food,  at  a 
time  when,  in  general,  they  get  the  greatest 
(juriiitity  of  provisions.  The  ice  did  not 
leave  us  till  the  19th  of  July,  which  has 
never  before  been  tlie  case  since  (he  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Mission. 

The  account  of  the  departure  of  Sister 
Wollin,  has  filled  our  hearts  with  deep  sor¬ 
row.  Her  services  to  this  Mission,  and  the 
faithfulness  with  which  she  approved  her¬ 


self  a  true  handmaid  of  Christ  in  His 
Church,  will  ever  remain  in  grateful  re¬ 
membrance  with  all  of  us.  She  now  enjoys 
a  complete  reward,  in  beholding  her  Saviour 
face  to  face. 

We  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  safe  voyage 
and  return  of  Brother  Latrobe,  and  are 
thankful  to  the  Lord,  that  He  laid  His  blese- 
ing  upon  his  transactions,  for  the  good  of  the 
Mission  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

For  the  valuable  present  received  from 
the  worthy  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  by  printing  for  us  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  w'e  beg  you  to  return  most  cordial 
thanks  in  our  name.  Thus  we  see  more 
and  more  portions  of  the  w  ord  of  God  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  dis¬ 
tant  corner  of  the  earth,  by  means  of  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  works  powerfully  in  their 
souls. 

We  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  and  prosper 
all  the  exertions  of  that  venerable  Society 
to  make  known  His  saving  name  in  the 
earth. 

August  16th  we  had  the  inexpressible 
joy  to  welcome  our  worthy  captain,  the 
mate,  flic  Brethren  and  Sisters  Hastings 
and  Miiller,  and  the  single  Bretliren  Stock 
and  Korner,  by  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
Jemima  in  our  harbour.  We  return  to  you, 
dear  Brethre  n,  our  most  cordial  thanks  fur 
the  liberal  supply  of  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  which  you  have  again  sent  unto  us. 
May  our  Saviour  reward  you  and  all  our 
benefactors  abundantly. 

j  As  we  always  remember  you  in  our 
!  prayers  before  the  Lord,  so  likewise  W'e 
request  a  continuance  of  your  supplications 
in  our  Ijehalf  before  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

I 

May  it  always  remain  impressed  upon  our 
minds,  that  He  has  sent  and  appointed  us 
to  bring  forth  fruit,  and  to  feed  the  sheep 
and  lambs  of  Hu  fold  in  this  country  with 
His  precious  word.  To  this  end  may  His 
love  influence  us,  and  His  grace  enable  us, 
to  do  His  will  in  all  things.  We  covenant 
anew  witij  you  to  be  His  faithful  followers 
and  servants  to  the  end,  and  remain  ever 
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your  afi'ectioiiaie  Lrcthrcii  and  Sisters  at 
Nain. 

Signed  C.  Scukeiber, 

A.  Kcnatii, 

G.  ScHMlTTMAN, 

A.  Halter, 

H.  Koiilmeister, 
T.  Stock. 


From  Okknky  Sept.  1,  1317. 

PEAREPT  BRETHREN, 

YOl’R  very  acceptable  letter  of  ISIay  the 
28th  we  received  on  the  18lh  of  August, 
and  return  you  our  most  cordial  thanks  for 
it,  as  it  expresses  tlie  cordial  share  you  take 
in  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  both 
of  ourselves,  and  of  our  Esquimaux  congre¬ 
gation. 

We  were  very  thankful  to  hear  that 
Brother  Latrobe  had  returned  to}ou,  after 
a  successful  voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  the  service  of  the  Mission  among 
the  Hottentots,  and  we  have  read  the  ex¬ 
tract  of  part  of  his  diary  sent  to  us  with 
great  interest. 

But  we  mourn  over  the  loss  we  all  have 
sustained  by  the  departure  of  our  much 
beloved  and  respected  Sister  Wollin,  whose 
faithful  ser\ices,  particularly  in  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  Mission,  will  be  ever  remem¬ 
bered  by  us  with  the  warmest  gratitude. 
She  is  now  in  possession  of  that  reward 
promised  by  our  gracious  Saviour  to  all  His 
faithful  servants  and  handmaids,  and  may 
He  comfort  her  dear  partner  over  the  loss 
of  so  valuable  an  helpmate. 

It  gave  us  great  concern  to  hear  that  the 
.lemima  was  not  able  to  reach  Hopedale 
last  year,  and  we  were  not  without  painful 
apprehensions  respecting  the  fate  of  the 
shin  and  those  on  board ;  yet,  as  violent 
storms  from  the  westward  occurred  just 
after  she  left  Xain,  we  had  hopes  that  the 
captain  might  have  sailed  for  England. 

We  looked  out  with  considerable  anxiety 
for  the  departure  of  the  ice  from  our  coasts, 
which,  however,  did  not  take  place  so  soon 
ai  last  year.  It  had  not  left  oUr  bay  till  ihc 


27th  or  28th  of  July,  which  is  considerably 
later  than  ever  was  known  since  the  roin- 
mencement  of  the  Mission.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  August,  some  Esquimaux  reported 
that  they  had  seen  the  last  of  the  drift-ice  to 
the  north  at  Nappartok,  and  on  the  13th  we 
saw  the  sea  quite  clear  of  it  to  the  nortli- 
ward,  but  to  the  south  a  great  quantity  ap¬ 
peared  still  lloating.  The  news,  therefore, 
of  the  arrival  of  the  ship  on  the  9th  of 
August  at  Ho[)edale  was  quite  unexpccteil. 
h'he  has  bc-en  again  in  great  danger,  and  we 
gave  unfeigned  tlianks  to  our  merciful  God 
and  Saviour  for  her  prescrv’ation  with-the 
souls  on  board,  both  now  and  last  Autumn 
on  her  passage  home.  We  join  you,  dear 
Brethren,  in  your  fervent  prayers,  that, 
amidst  so  many  d:ingers,  it  would  please 
the  Lord,  as  hitherto,  to  keep  His  pnitect- 
ing  liand  over  thif  vessel,  that  we  may  cou- 
tinue  in  our  labours  in  this  distant  country 
w  ithout  interruption. 

In  consequence  of  the  circumstances 
above  mentioned,  several  changes  have 
taken  place  in  our  family.  Brother  and 
Sister  Koiilmeister  went  to  the  assistance  ot 
our  Brethren  at  Nain,  and  Brother  Stock  to 
Hopedale.  These  Brethren  had  previously 
ariived  from  Nain  on  the  17th  of  October, 
1816,  in  company  of  Brother  Lundberg, 
after  experiencing  very  great  dangers  by 
the  way.  The  former  had  then  been  at 
Nain,  to  consult  about  a  second  expedition 
to  Ungava  Bay,  which  was  then  proposed 
to  be  undertaken. 

We  have  lived  together  in  love  and 
peace  :  some  of  us  have  been  ailing.  Sister 
Meisner  had  a  severe  illness,  but  by  the 
Lord’s  mercy  is  again  restored  to  health. 
Sister  Martin,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  ill 
ever  since  last  May,  and  for  the  last  two 
months  mostlv  confined  to  her  bed,  so  that 
our  hopes  of  her  nxorery  arc  but  faint. 
Sister  Stiirman  w’as  brought  to  bed  of  a 
liealthy  boy,  whom  the  parents  devoted  to 
the  Lord  in  holy  baptism,  and  called 
F rederic  Theodore. 

Tlie.  preaching  of  the  Gospi'l  has  been 
here  attended  with  spirit  and  power.  .Sevc- 
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ral  of  oiir  people  have  increased  in  the 
knowledge  of  themselves  as  sinners,  and  of 
that  great  salvation  purchased  for  us  by  the 
dead)  of  Jesus,  Uy  which  he  delivered  us 
from  the  power  of  sin  and  Satai»,  and  from 
eternal  misery.  The  presence  of  God  our 
Saviour  was  often  felt  among  us  when  we 
met  in  mune,  especially  at  festival  sea¬ 
sons,  and  at  the  administration  of  the  Holy 
Sacraments  of  baptism  and  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  Our  constant  prayer  is,  that  the 
precious  doctrines  of  the  fjos|K;l  may  sink 
deep  into  the  hoaits  of  our  dear  F^squimaux, 
and  cause  them  to  gi\e  themselves,  without 
exception,  to  Him  who  shed  His  blood  to 
redeem  them,  lint  we  had  the  grief  to 
perceive,  that  several  of  them,  even  of  the 
baptized,  willi  three  of  the  communicants, 
sutfered  themselves  to  be  seduced  by  Es¬ 
quimaux  emissaries,  who  last  Autumn  came 
into  our  neighbourhood,  to  accompany 
them  this  spring  to  the  Soutli,  contrary  to 
all  our  remonstrances  and  warnings,  that 
thereby  their  souls  would  be  brought  into 
great  danger.  There  were,  however, 
among  them  several  young  ])eople  and  wo¬ 
men,  who,  being  forced  away  by  their  rela¬ 
tives,  came  to  lake  leave,  and  with  many 
tears  assured  us,  that  they  left  us  with  the 
greatest  reluctance,  and  would  still  cleave 
to  Jesus.  This  gives  us  hopes,  that  the  good 
:^hepherd  will  yet  bring  back  many  of 
these  straying  sheep. 

The  schools  have  been  kept  in  regular 
order,  and  diligently  attended.  The  printed 
[XJrtions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with  which 
wc  have  been  favoured,  have  proved  the 
means  of  great  edification  and  instruction 
in  the  way  of  salvation.  We  beg  you  to 
present  our  most  cordial  acknowledgments 
to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for 
the  valuable  pixsent  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.  We  pray  the  Lord  (o  lay  an 
abundant  blessing  upon  the  noble  and  glo¬ 
rious  aim  of  this  venerable  Society  to  send 
the  word  of  God  to  every  part  of  the  habita¬ 
ble  world. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  ship  last  sea¬ 
son,  seven  adults  and  nine  children  have 


been  baptized,  eight  made  partakers  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  and  six  added  to  the  candi¬ 
dates  for  baptism. 

Winter  coming  upon  us  so  very  early  last 
year,  not  many  seals  could  be  taken,  either 
by  the  seal-net  or  in  kayaks  ;  but  the  Esqui¬ 
maux  were  successful  in  killing  a  whale, 
and  thus  did  not  suffer  much  by  hunger,  for 
which  we  with  them  gave  thanks  to  our 
heavenly  Father.  After  Easter,  however, 
the  weather  continuing  so  long  unusually 
boisterous,  w'ith  great  quantities  of  snow, 
they  began  to  suffer  want.  Yet  all  those 
who  were  diligent  in  their  search  for  food, 
by  land  or  sea,  obtained  a  sufficiency,  so  as 
to  prevent  famine.  The  continuance  of  cold 
weather  injured  our  garden  so  much,  that 
we  cannot  expect  a  supply  of  fresh  vegeta¬ 
bles,  which  is  a  great  loss,  as  they  greatly 
contribute  to  the  preservation  of  our  health. 

We  are  sorry  that,  by  circumstances,  our 
ardent  wish  to  bring  the  Gospel  to  the 
Ungava  countiy,  cannot  be  fulfilled  for  the 
prt.sent. 

Septtmber  10th,  the  Jeatima  came  safe  to 
her  anchorage  in  our  bay,  and  we  had  the 
pleasure  to  welcome  our  captain  and  mate, 
with  Brother  Hastings  and  his  wife,  and 
Brother  Kunath.  They  will  take  from 
hence  the  two  little  daughters  of  Brother 
Meisner,  Charlotte  Augusta,  and  Sophia 
Theodore,  to  Europe.  We  recommend 
them  all  to  your  love  and  best  services. 
Brother  Meisner  and  his  wife  set  out  on  the 
14th  of  September  for  Hopedale.  We  pray 
the  Lord  to  go  with  them,  and  to  bless  and 
reward  them  for  their  long  and  faithful 
services  in  this  Mission. 

We  return  to  you,  dear  Brethren,  our 
best  thanks  for  the  lil)eral  supply  of  every 
thing  needful  for  our  support.  May  the 
Lord  conduct  the  ship  and  company  safe 
home  to  England. 

We  conclude  with  fervent  prayer  to  oui 
Saviour,  tliat  He  would  give  us  all  needful 
gifts  and  grace  to  carry  on  His  work  in 
this  country,  and  to  lead  souls  unto  Him  as 
their  Redeemer ;  that  He  would  ble.ss  our 
feeble  testimony  of  His  love  and  atoning 
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deathy  and  strengthen  us  anew;  that  we 
way  be  more  firmly  grounded  in  Him,  and 
our  faith  supported,  when  trials  assail  us. 
May  H  is  kingdom  come  and  flourish  more 
and  more  in  the  earth.  Wc  beg  you  also 
to  assist  us  with  your  prayers,  as  we  also 
pray  for  you,  that  you  may  be  richly  blessed 
in  all  you  do,  from  the  fulness  of  His  grace. 
IVc  nmiain  ever,  in  the  bonds  of  tiiK-  Chris¬ 
tian  love,  your  affectionate  and  faithful 
Brethren  and  Sisters. 

Signed  Traugott  Martin, 
John  Lr.NDBERG, 
Samukl  Sturman, 

H.  F.  Knaus. 

The  return  of  the  missionaries  to  Labra¬ 
dor  in  this  year,  (1817,)  has  been  attended 
with  the  greatest  danger,  but  likewise  with 
new  proofs  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  preserv¬ 
ing  the  ship  and  the  lives  of  the  company  on 
board  from  destruction. 


ACCOUNT 

Of  the  mamuv  hi  V'hich  (he  study  of  the 
Gospel  iraSj  by  (he  poxrer  of  God y  made 
(he  means  of  airaJeenin^  tieo  Saisan^s 
{jyinngolian  nobles  or  princes,)  of  the 
Chorinian  Buriits;  extracted  from  a 
Report  salt  by  Brother  Isaac  Jacob 
Schmidt,  of  the  Church  of  the  United 
Brethren,  and  Treasurer  to  the  Bible 
Society  at  Petersburg,  to  the  Elders'  | 
Conference  of  the  Unify.  \ 

March  7,  1818, 

HAVING  finished  printing  the  first  Edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew 
in  the  Calmuck  Language,  copies  of  it  were 
sent  to  Siberia,  to  the  civil  Governor  of  Irk¬ 
utsk,  Nicolai  Iwanovitsch  Treskin,  a  coun¬ 
sellor  of  state  to  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
which  he  most  judiciously  directed  to  be 
distributed  among  the  Selenginskish  Mon¬ 
gols,  and  the  Chorinian  Bunils.  The  Burats, 
dwelling  to  the  north  of  lake  Baikal,  and 
adhering  to  the  Shamani^h  superstitions, 
have  not  yet  tlie  art  of  writing,  the  use  of 
of  letters  having  been  first  invented  during 


the  reign  of  the  ('hinese  Emperor  Chuw  ilay 
Ziizen  Chan  ot  the  Mongol  dynasty,  witli  a 
view  to  propagate  the  Shakdshamtinish  su¬ 
perstitions,  (or  the  religion  of  the  Lamas,) 
for  which  purpose,  the  writings  of  the  In¬ 
dian  and  Tibetan  authors,  treating  of  these 
doctrines,  were  translated  into  the  Mongol 
language,  and  written  with  Mongol  cha- 
iTicters. 

As  the  above-mentioned  Governor,  on 
distributing  the  translated  Gospel,  had  re¬ 
quired  an  opinion  of  the  princes  of  these 
people  resp«*cting  it,  they  took  all  possible 
pains  (o  understand  its  contents,  which 
proved  a  very  dilficult  task,  as  the  Cal- 
mucks  have  a  new’,  improved,  and  much 
more  distinct  manner  of  w  riting,  invented 
by  Arran  Dschimba  Chutuktu,  but  formed 
after  the  pattern  of  the  Mongol  letters ; 
whereas  the  other  Mongol  tribes  have 
retained  the  ancient  characters,  which  have 
also  been  the  original  of  the  Mandshurish 
letters. 

It  hap{)ened  providentially,  that  a  well- 
known  book  on  Religion  in  the  (.'almuck 
language,  was  found  in  the  Mongol  horde, 
which  had  belonged  to  a  Saisang,  (noble¬ 
man,)  who  had  accompanied  the  Torgot 
horde,  and  died  on  the  road,  when  they 
emigrated  from  the  River  Wolga  to  China. 

The  commission  to  decipher  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  w’as  now  given  to  two  Saisangs  of  the 
Chorinian  Burats,  w  ho  so  diligently  applied 
themselves  to  the  work,  that  they  were  soon 
enabled  genei-ally  to  explain  its  contents 
to  their  superiors.  This  excited  so  much 
curiosity,  that  the  Head  Lama  of  the  Mon¬ 
gols,  Bandida  Chainbo  Dansang  Gow’ang 
Tuki  Dschamzu,  and  the  prince  of  the 
Chorinran  Burats,  Galsang  Marday,  each 
among  his  own  people,  of  their  own  accord, 
made  a  collection,  amounting  to  upw’ards 
of  11,000  roubles,  (5.^0/.)  which  they 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  our  Bible  Society, 
on  condition  that  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew,  asid,  if  possible,  other  books  of  tin; 
New  Testament,  might  he  translated  into 
their  language,  and  printed  in  tlieir  tha- 
racters. 
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This  gave  occasion  to  several  conleren- 
ces,  to  consider  bow  their  wish  might 
be  complied  with,  and  at  length  the  matter 
being  referred  loa  Sub-committee,  of  which 
1  was  apjiointcd  a  member,  I  proposed  to 
send  for  one  or  tw'o  learned  Mongols  or 
Dirruts,  to  undertake  tlte  w'ork,  which,  be¬ 
ing  unanimously  approved.  Prince  Gallitziu 
sent  a  requisition  to  this  edect  to  the  civil 
Governor  at  Irkutsk. 

The  choice  of  the  chiefs  of  the  horde 
fell  u|K)n  the  two  Saisangs,  who  had  been 
already  employed.  The  elder  is  called 
Saisang  Nomtu,  cluef  of  the  tribe  of  Chu- 
walisay,  of  alx)ut  3000  males ;  and  the 
younger,  Saisang  Badma,  chief  of  the  Char- 
uagay  tribe,  having  above  3000  males. 

The  two  Saisangs  soon  set  out  from  the 
Chinese  frontiers  for  St.  Petersburg,  and 
arrived  here  in  the  beginning  of  December 
1817.  Passing  Uirough  Moscow,  they  had 
the  honour  to  be  presented  to  the  Emperor, 
who  encouraged  them  in  the  most  conde¬ 
scending  terms  to  proceed  in  the  work. 
Here,  the  Bible  Isociety  furnished  them 
with  a  suitable  lodging,  and  the  care  of 
them  was  committed  tome.  They  likewise 
brought  recommendatory  letters  from  the 
upper  chiefs  to  me,  expressing  the  great 
and  anxious  concern  they  felt  for  the  welfare 
of  the  two  Saisangs,  declaring,  that  they 
were  the  best  afid  most  sensible  men  among 
their  people. 

Having  regulated  their  afl'airs  in  their 
new  situation,  they  commenced  their 
labours  with  unbounded  zeal.  Before  they 
began  their  translation,  they  formed  ex¬ 
tracts  of  such  parts  of  dilTerent  chapters, 
tlie  meaning  and  Spirit  of  which  they  could 
not  understand.  These  they  brought  to 
me,  and  begged  for  an  interpretation,  which 
1  gave  them  in  the  best  possible  manner  I 
was  able  to  do. 

Here  ap|X'ared  tlie  work  of  llie  Spirit 
of  God  by  the  power  of  the  Gospel.  They 
listened  with  silent  attention ;  tlieir  coun¬ 
tenances  became  serious  ;  they  gave  no  par¬ 
ticular  signs  of  approbation,  but  said  in  a 
w>lemn  lone,  full  of  gentle  emotion,  that  they 


now  understood  it.  They  visited  me  twice 
or  thrice  aweek,  always  bringing  their  work 
with  them,  and  at  each  visit,  I  perceived 
tlieir  progress,  not  only  in  the  knowledge, 
but  also  in  the  personal  application  of  the 
Gospel.  The  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
in  the  hearts  of  these  men  having  origin¬ 
ated  altogether  with  Himself,  I  left  the 
whole  entirely  to  Him,  without  intermed¬ 
dling  in  the  least.  I  noticed  with  delight 
their  growth  in  the  grace  and  knowledge 
of  Jesus  Clirist,  contenting  myself  with  ex¬ 
plaining  such  passages  of  Scripture  as  they 
could  not  understand,  and  giving  my  ad¬ 
vice  only  when  it  was  asked  for.  They 
w’ere  more  especially  pleased  with  iltose 
passages,  in  which  our  Saviour  declares 
His  readiness  to  receive  sinners,  inviting 
the  weary  and  heavy-laden  to  come  unto 
Him,  and  promising  to  give  diem  rest, 
They  w’ere  also  forcibly  struck  by  His 
parables;  among  others,  by  that  of  the 
householder,  w’ho  hired  labourers  into  his 
vineyard,  giving  to  those,  who  came  in 
the  evening,  the  same  wages  as  those  re¬ 
ceived,  w’hom  he  had  hired  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  which  they  regarded  as  having  a  spe¬ 
cial  reference  to  themselves  and  their  na¬ 
tion.  The  promise  of  Jesus,  that  before 
the  end  of  the  world,  the  Gospel  shall  be 
jireached,  for  n  testimony  unto  all  nations, 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  them.  Some 
time  ago,  they  related,  without  any  sug¬ 
gestion  on  mr  part,  that  whenever  they 
prayed  to  their  gods,  as  they  have  been  ac 
customed  to  do,  they  felt  very  great  uneasi¬ 
ness,  as  if  they  W’ere  committing  sin.  Ano¬ 
ther  time,  they  spoke  as  follows :  **  e 
have  been  zealous  followers  of  the  doctrines 
of  Shakdshamuni,  and  have  studied  the 
books  containing  them  attentively  ;  but  the 
more  w’e  studied,  the  more  obscure  they 
appeared  to  us,  and  our  hearts  remained 
empty.  But  in  perusing  the  doctrines  of 
Jesus,  we  observe  the  reverse :  for  the 
more  we  meditate  on  His  words,  the  more 
intelligible  they  become ;  and  at  length, 
it  appears  as  if  Jesus  Himself  were  talking 
with  us.’’  Many  speeches  of  this  kind,  all 
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bearirij^  testimony  to  that  life  among  the 
dead,  of  which  our  Saviour  speaks,  John 
V.  25.  occurred  during  iny  c(»nver??ations 
with  'these  men.  It  would  be  taking  up 
too  much  time  to  enumerate  them  all. 

I  bad  fn;quenlly  remarked,  that  tiiero 
seemed  to  be  something  ujion  their  minds, 
which  they  were  on  the  point  of  disclos¬ 
ing  ;  but  that  they  always  suddenly  check¬ 
ed  themselves,  and  entered  upon  other  sub¬ 
jects.  A  short  lime  ago,  they  brought  me 
their  translation  of  the  21st,  22d,  aiid  23d 
chapters  of  St.  Matthew.  After  we  had 
completed  the  revision  and  correction  of 
these  chapters,  they  were,  contrary  to  cus¬ 
tom,  quite  silent ;  for  in  general,  tlu  y  had 
various  questions  to  propose,  and  reejuired 
many  explanations.  At  length  1  broke  si¬ 
lence  by  saying  :  “  Well,  rny  friends,  what 
have  you  to  say  to  me  to-day.^”  U[)on  this, 
the  elder  of  the  two,  after  an  evident  con¬ 
flict  with  himself,  expressed  himself  thus; 
“  We  have  lived  in  ignorance,  and  have 
been  led  by  blind  guides  ;  we  iollovved  the 
precepts  of  Shakdshamuni  (llie  To  of  the 
Chinese)  without  finding  rest.  l»y  C>od’s 
mercy,  we  have  been  chosen  to  translate 
the  Gospel  of  ills  Son  into  our  language, 
and  for  this  end  have  been  brought  into 
connexion  w’ith  you.  You  have  illustrateil 
the  things  unintelligible  to  our  darkened 
minds,  in  a  direct  and  satisfactory  man¬ 
ner.  We  acknowledge  Christ  Jesus  to  be 
our  God  and  Saviour,  and  are  determined 
to  know  none  other  :  we  have  tlierefore 
made  a  resolution,  to  leave  our  former  su¬ 
perstitions,  and  to  adopt  the  Christian  faith. 
VV  hat  advice  w  ould  you  give  us  r” 

The  younger  Saisang  confirmed  all  the 
elder  had  said,  as  expressing  his  own  sen¬ 
timents.  This  address  wa.s  quite  unexpect¬ 
ed  to  me.  I  answered  :  That  I  certainly 
approved  their  determination,  considering 
it  as  wrought  in  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
through  the  Gospel,  and  as  demonstrating 
the  j)Ower  of  that  (mspeP;  but  I  asked  them, 
if  they  had  duly  reflected,  w’hat  was  requir¬ 
ed  of  a  disciple  of  Jesus.’  That  Chri.^t  does 
not  promise  His  follow^ers  earthly  happiness 


and  honours,^  but  rather  reproach  among 
men  ;  and  that  He  calls  those  ble^iseJ,  who, 
for  bis  sake,  w  illingly  and  gladly  siibmi' 
to  unromitted  reproach.  1  reminded  them, 
further,  that  this  step  would  cause  great 
sensation  among  their  friends,  and  perhaps 
give  much  offenc^;  1  begged  them,  there¬ 
fore,  to  examine  themselves,  as  in  tlie  |>ir- 
.^ence  of  Jesus,  whetlier  they  were  fn  i; 
from  every  thing  that  might  prevent  their 
becoming  His  entire  property  ;  for  that  He, 
who,  in  order  to  redeem  fallen  man,  in 
mercy,  offered  Himself  as  a  sacrifice  once, 
for  ever,  and  who  thereby  purchased  us 
unto  Himself  by  his  His  bitter  sufferingi, 
blood-shedding,  and  death,  could  not  accept 
a  heart  devoted  half  to  Him,  and  half  to 
sin  and  the  world.  The  worst  of  all  w'ould 
be,  if,  after  having  become  members  of 
Christ’s  family  by  baptism,  they  should 
again  choose  te  return  to  the  old  way,  either 
on  account  of  persecution  and  afflictimi,  or 
out  of  levity  and  indifference. 

They  replied,  that  they  had  well  con¬ 
sidered  these  things,  and  that  the  words 
of  Jesus  Himself  on  this  subj<*ct,  had 
caused  them  no  small  anxiety  and  struggle. 
They  mentioned  particularly,  th«  parable 
of  the  sower,  and  the  different  kinds  of 
ground  upon  which  the  seed  fell ;  also  the 
words  of  Jesus,  Matt.  x.  37,  38;  likewise 
our  Saviour’s  address  to  the  youtli,  who 
would  first  go  and  bury  his  father — “  Let 
the  dead  bury  their  dead.”  Further,  w  hat 
He  says  of  Himself — “The  foxes  have 
holes,  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  Ac.” 
But  they  declared,  that  it  was  their  firm 
determination,  to  l)e  followers  of  Jesas, 
and  to  share  in  His  reproach,  if  that  w’ere 
their  lot;  though  they,  at  the  same  time, 
did  not  deny  their  wish,  that  such  trials 
might  not  befall  them  too  s^xin,  on  account 
of  their  weakness  in  the  faith.  They  said, 
the  esteem  in  which  they  were  held  by  their 
friends,  and  their  influence,  were  consi¬ 
derable  ;  and  that  it  w  as  their  sincere  de¬ 
sire,  that  many  of  their  nation,  being  con¬ 
vinced,  like  ihemselves,  of  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel,  might  turn  to  Jesus.  That  they 
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vlid  not  intend,  as  yet,  to  inform  their 
friends  of  the  change  that  had  taken  place 
with  them ;  in  order  to  prerent,  as  much  as 
possible,  all  mistakes  and  pi*ejudices  du¬ 
ring  their  absence,  for  that  their  nation  ima¬ 
gined,  that  as  soon  as  they  become  Chris¬ 
tians,  they  must  become  Russians,  (of  which 
both  tliey  and  the  Calmucks  liave  great 
horror.)  That  this  idea  w  as  dreadful  even 
to  thciriy  personally,  for  they  did  not  wish 
to  forfeit  their  nationality.  They  therefore 
hoj>ed,  that  the  Emperor  would  grant  to 
them,  and  to  all  w'ho  might  be  converted, 
liberty  as  to  their  manner  of  life,  as  far  as 
is  consistent  with  the  precepts  of  the  Gos- 
p<  l;  and  more  especially,  that  faithful 
teachers  might  be  sent  to  their  nation,  to 
point  out  to  them  the  truth,  and  to  guide 
them  in  the  way  of  salvation. 

I  approved  their  plan,  but  begged  them 
to  be  quite  passive,  and  to  take  no  steps  on 
their  part;  but  merely  to  state  their  ideas 
candidly  to  me,  knowing  that  I  loved  them, 
and  w'ould  therefore  willingly  do  all  in  nty 
power  to  serve  them.  As  to  the  teachers, 
whom  tliey  wished  to  have  employed  among 
their  nation,  measures  would  be  taken  to 
procure  them;  but  that  Uiey  should  not 
forget  to  apply  in  all  their  concerns  to  Him, 
who  loved  them  far  more  than  men  could 
love  them ;  who  had  begun  the  good  work 
in  them,  and  would  complete  it,  if  they 
only  obeyed  his  voice  in  all  things  ;  and  who 
\vould  find  means  to  remove  all  external 
difikulties,  if  it  were  His  will. 

After  this,  f  had  two  or  three  conver¬ 
sations  witli  them,  in  which  we  spoke  on 
several  of  the  principal  points  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  These  conversations  gave  them 
great  pleasure  ;  but  they  inquired,  why  I 
had  not  told  them  all  this  sooner.  I  an¬ 
swered :  “You  are  as  yet  but  babes  in 
Christ,  and  w’ith  such  the  pure  milk  of  the 
(lospel  agrees  best ;  as  you  grow  in  grace, 
vou  will  be  able  to  bear  strong  meat,  and 
will  also  receive  it;  but  always  recollect 
our  Saviour’s  significant  words ;  ‘  Except 
▼e  be  converted  and  become  as  little  child¬ 
ren,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 


heaven.’  All  of  us,  without  exception,  have 
frequent  occasion  to  become  as  little  child¬ 
ren  again:  if  we  neglect  doing  this,  we 
may  indeed  become  learned  divines,  but 
w'e  lose  the  spirit  of  the  Bible,  which  re¬ 
veals  unto  us  our  insufficiency  and  defects, 
and  directs  us  to  Jesus.  You  would  thus 
be  in  danger  of  becoming  such  men  as  you 
have  found  the  Pharisees  and  Scribes  of  old 
to  have  been,  and  now  kuow  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  your  own  Lamas  to  be,  in  your  own 
country.” 


iMter  from  the  two  JMongoUan  A''obles  to 
their  Prince. 

WE  have  given  the  aboiv'e  account  of 
these  two  Mongolian  Nobles,  and  of 
their  present  employment  in  the  trans¬ 
lation  ol  the  New  Testament  into  their 
own  tongue.  'fhey  have  addressed 
a  Letter  to  their  Prince,  from  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  dated  in  April  last,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract. — 

‘MV  hen  we  beheld  the  contents  of  your 
letter,  in  wdiich  you  convey  to  us  kind  ex¬ 
hortations  and  words  of  affection,  express¬ 
ing  a  wish  that  W'e  might  use  all  diligence 
in  translating  the  sacred  Gospel,  we  were 
greatly  rejoiced. 

By  your  kind  endeavours,  we  have  been 
brought  near  to  the  sacred  feet  of  our  highl  v- 
exalted  monarch,  (the  Emperor,)  and 
reached  the  city  of  St.  Petersburgh,  whei*e 
shines  the  brightness  of  the  holy  doctrine  ; 
tor  here  we  have  seen  and  heard  the  most 
sacred  words  of  the  Most  High  and  Saving 
God. 

That  we  ever  should  see  and  hear  such 
things,  we  never  before  had  an  idea. 

Of  the  words  and  doctrine  of  the  Most 
High  and  Jiving  God,  Jesus  Christ,  we 
have  transcribed,  into  the  Mongolian  lan¬ 
guage  and  character,  the  first  book,  called 
the  Gosprd  of  St.  Matthew,  and  completed 
it.  Anothei  book,  called  the  Gosfiel  of  St. 
John,  will  soon  be  finisheil. 
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The  Word  of  God  being  so  very  clear 
mnd  intelligible,  we  cannot  siiflicicntly  ad¬ 
mire  it;  and  we  feel,  that  it  is  truth  which 
may  be  relied  upon. 

This  vehicle  of  a  reasonable  faith,  this 
pearl  of  a  devout  heart,  although  existing 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen  years  upon 
earth,  has  hitherto  not  yet  come  to  our 
Mongols  and  Buriits. 

Accoiding  to  our  humble  opinion,  our 
highly -exalted  and  gracious  Sovereign  is  aj 
hand  of  God ;  and  the  Society  of  the  Holy 
Book  of  Religion,  called  the  Bible,  a  tme 
apostle  of  Jesus  Christ. 

\Vlicn,  by  the  grace  of  God,  our  people, 
as  well  as  every  creature  who  speaks  the 
Mongolian  language,  shall  forsake  their  ow'n 
faith,  and  receive  the  doctrine  of  Christ, — 
when  they  shall  walk  in  the  strict  and  saving 
way, — they  will,  under  his  light  and  easy 
yoke,  adopt  a  good  conversation  and  good 
manners :  that  faith  is  the  work  of  God 
alone. 

We  are  fully  and  firmly  resolved  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  doctrine  of  the  saving  God,  Jesus 
Christ.  Although  we  are  not  yet  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  manners  and  usages  of  his  reli¬ 
gion  ;  and,  when  we  return  home,  should 
find  no  teacher,  upon  whose  breast  we 
could  lean  our  head,  neither  any  house  of 
God ;  yet,  after  the  conviction  that  we  have 
obtained,  of  the  truth  of  the  word  of  God, 
we  can  no  longer  endure  the  want  of  it : 
we  must  abide  by  this  doctrine. 

We  hope  that  our  highly-exalted  and 
most  gracious  Sovereign,  when  he  shall 
hear  that  his  subjects  on  the  outermost  bor¬ 
ders  of  his  kingdom  have  adopted  Christian¬ 
ity,  will  favour  us  with  wise  and  worthy 
teachers.” 


THE  EXTRAORDIXARV  CONVERSION  OF  A 
CATHOLIC  IN  IRELAND. 

THE  subject  of  this  narration  had  con¬ 
siderable  expectations  in  early  life,  and  had 
received  a  suitable  education ;  but,  by  some 
untoward  circumstances,  she  had  been  kept 


I  out  of  the  property  to  which  she  was  enti- 
i  tied,  and  was  reduced  to  great  distress. 
Her  husband  and  all  her  friends  w’ere  bi¬ 
goted  Catholics.  Urged  by  poverty,  do¬ 
mestic  strife,  and  above  all  by  superstition, 
she  resolved  on  leaving  her  family,  and  de¬ 
voting  the  rest  of  her  days  to  religious  ser¬ 
vices,  in  what  is  called  performing  stations, 
at  ditTerent  places  in  this  kingdom,  famed 
for  imparting  jx'culiar  merit  to  observances 
performed  at  them.  She  accordingly  left 
her  husband  and  two  young  children,  nor 
had  he  any  intimation  of  her  resolution,  or 
the  motives  which  contributed  to  the  steps 
she  had  taken,  until  he  received  a  letter 
from  her  a  considerable  time  after  her  de¬ 
parture.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  on 
tlie  history  of  her  pilgrimages,  stations,  and 
mortifications.  People  devoted  to  this  kind 
of  life  need  no  money  to  procure  sustenance. 
They  are  received  as  angels  into  the  cabins 
of  the  poor,  who  conceive  they  participate 
in  the  merit  of  all  their  labours  of  supersti¬ 
tion,  by  contributing  to  their  necessities  ; 
nor  are  the  better  informed  and  more  weal¬ 
thy  Catholics  free  from  this  delusion ;  though 
many  of  the  most  respectable  and  better 
educated  among  them,  affect  to  laugh  at 
these  fooleries.  While  the  pilgrims  are  thus 
provided  w'itli  sustenance  for  the  day,  they 
arc,  nevertheless,  under  the  necessity  to  beg, 
in  order  to  procure  raiment.  She,  however, 
had  recourse  to  a  way  more  congenial  w  ith 
her  feelings  to  supply  her  wants  in  this  re¬ 
spect.  When  necessary,  she  opened  a  fe¬ 
male  school  at  different  places,  during  the 
vacations  which  occurred  between  the 
Saints’  days,  on  which  the  stations  at  differ¬ 
ent  wells,  groves,  and  high  places,  were  to 
be  performed.  In  choosing  the  site  of  her 
school,  she  had  an  eye  to  the  contiguity  of 
some  holy  place,  or  a  situation  so  circum¬ 
stanced,  as  to  connect  her  residence  there 
with  the  necessity  of  a  meritorious  mortifi¬ 
cation.  Thus  she  once  fixed  on  the  centre 
of  a  large  bog  over  Raa/,  where  in  a  hut  she 
kept  school ;  and  though  her  light-footed 
pupils  could  wade  through  the  quagmires, 
which  seemed  to  bar  the  entrance,  with  lit- 
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tlf!  difficulty,  her  journey  from  thence  every 
f.ord’s  davto  mass,  never  failed  to  leave  her 
bones  sore  for  most  of  the  week  ;  but  morti¬ 
fication  was  her  trade,  and  she  looked  for¬ 
ward  in  Iiope  that  her  passage  through  pur¬ 
gatory  would  be  tolerable,  in  proportion  to 
her  sufferings  here.  In  seasons  of  plenty 
she  found  no  difficulty  to  get  pupils  in  such 
places  ;  but  the  late  and  present  hardship 
of  the  times  drove  her  to  the  necessity  of 
seeking  employment  in  better  ciixum- 
stanced  situations.  She  came  to  this  place 
highly  recommended  by  the  titular  bishop; 
and  being  patronized  by  the  parish  priest,  j 
and  famed  for  her  devotedness,  she  soon  had 
a  respectable  school.  Among  her  pupils 
there  w’ere  some  Protestant  children.  While 

residing  in  C - ,  she  had  led  the  way  in 

all  the  superstitious  observances  of  the 
Chapel.  In  the  Mass-Houses,  which  are 
generally  extensive  buildings,  there  are 
crosses  painted  in  black  on  the  walls,  at 
certain  distances  ;  these  are  called  stations. 
To  these,  devotees  report  morning  and  even¬ 
ing,  and  take  a  circuit  on  their  knees,  which 
they  call  performing  stations ;  having  to  re- 
pc-at  a  certain  number  of  prayei*s  within  the 
limits  between  cross  and  cross.  She  was 
constant  in  her  observance  of  those  meet¬ 
ings,  and  by  her  zeal,  stimulated  many  in¬ 
dolent  Catholics  to  more  painful  and  active 
devotions.  On  last  Ash  Wednesday,  she 
repaired  to  Mass,  and  took  with  her  all  her 
pupils.  Among  them  was  a  Protestant  child, 

daughter  to  one  M - ,  a  carpenter.  After 

inas«,  she  accompanied  the  child  home,  and 
apologized  for  the  liberty  she  had  taken. 
The  mother  said,  to  be  sure  she  would  not 
wish  her  child  to  be  in  such  a  place  ;  but, 
from  her  youth,  she  supposed  she  had  paid 
but  little  attention  to  w'hat  had  passed 
there.  Looking,  however,  on  the  child,  and 
observing  the  black  mark  on  its  forehead, 
which  the  priests  on  that  day  put  on  the 
forehead,  or  on  the  palm  of  the  hands  of  all 
the  flock,  she  exclaimed,  “  What !  what  1 
has  my  child  been  branded  with  the  mark 
of  the  beast  The  other  inquired  into  tlie 
cause  of  her  astonishment,  and  the  indigna¬ 
tion  she  maniftsted  on  seeing  the  mark  on 


the  child’s  forehead.  To  explain  her  con¬ 
duct,  the  mother  produced  a  Bible,  and, 
turning  to  the  book  of  Revelations,  read  a 
passage  out  of  it,  in  reference  to  the  subject. 
The  other  had  never  read  a  page  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  or  before  that  moment  so 
much  as  heard  a  passage  read.  She  had, 
indeed,  heajd  that  there  was  such  a  book, 
and  that  it  was  the  word  of  God,  but  that 
none  but  ilie  clerg}’^  should  presume  to  look 
into  its  contents.  After  some  time,  how¬ 
ever,  she  took  courage  to  indulge  her  cu¬ 
riosity,  and  look  into  a  book  which  she 
knew  was  forbidden  to  the  laity.  Her  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  book,  and  a  desire  for  in¬ 
quiry,  led  her  frequently  to  converse  with 
the  mother  of  the  child ;  and,  in  this  way, 
her  doubts  so  increased,  that  she  made  them 
a  very  prominent  part  of  her  next  confession 
to  a  middle-aged  priest,  a  coadjutor  in  that 
parish.  Thi.«  gentleman  dwelt  largely  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime  of  doubting  any 
principle  of  her  religion  ;  strove  to  obviate 
all  her  objections,  by  alleging  her  incompe¬ 
tency  to  judge ;  and  besides  a  heavw  pe¬ 
nance,  laid  her  under  an  obligation,  on  pain 
of  inevitable  destruction,  never  to  open  a 
Bible,  or  converse  with  a  Protestant  on  the 
subject  of  religion.  All  this,  however,  did 
not  do ;  for  though,  while  terrified  and  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  threats  and  injunctions  of 
her  confessor,  she  had  unwillingly  promised 
obedience,  she  relapsed  in  a  few  days,  and 
returned  to  her  Bible.  About  this  time  her 
attention  to  the  Scriptures  was  perceived  by 
the  parents  of  her  pupils.  They  were  much 
alarmed ;  for,  being  able  to  pay  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  theirchildren,  in  order  to  preserve 
them  from  contamination,  they  had  never 

sent  them  to  any  of  our  schools  in  C - ,  or 

that  neighbourhood.  Her  continuing  to  read 
the  Bible  every  leisure  hour,  and  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  the  usual  regularity  in  attending  the 
stations,  made  them  more  suspicious,  and  the 
result  was,  she  was  deprived  of  every  Ca¬ 
tholic  child  under  her  tuition ;  when,  hear¬ 
ing  tliat  we  had  mistresses  employed  to  in¬ 
struct  females,  and  that  our  schools  were 
Bible  schools,  she  called  on  me  to  seek  a 
situation. 
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As  the  parents  of  tlie  pupils  who  had  left 
her,  would  not  pay  any  part  of  the  stipend 
owing  her,  I  paid  what  she  w  as  in  debt  for 
her  lodging,  and  some  trifling  necessa/ics, 
during  the  suspension  of  her  school.  Hav¬ 
ing  entertained  the  design  of  getting  her 
reconciled  to  her  husband,  though  she 
dreaded  her  change  of  sentiments  would  be 
an  insurnioimtable  bar  in  the  way,  I  wTote 
to  him ;  and  the  result  was,  1  hapj)ily  suc¬ 
ceeded. 


THE  REV.  MESS.  .‘^CHERMERHORN 
AND  VAN  VECHTEN’S  REPORT  OF 
THEIR  MISSIONARY  TOUR  IN 
UPPER  CANADA. 

[Continued  from  fogc  28G.] 

In  Arneliasburg,  .Sydney,  and  Thurlow, 
there  are  also  a  large  proportion  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  Presbyterian,  who  are  able  and 
willing  to  give  a  faithful  Minister  an  ade¬ 
quate  support,  and  arc  anxious  to  procure 
one  to  settle  among  them.  These  towns,  at 
our  suggestion,  have  adopted  a  similar  plan 
to  that  in  the  above  towns  of  Hallowell, 
&c.  and  we  are  informed  they  can  raise 
$150  for  three  months  service.  In  the  town 
of  Sydney  there  is  a  lot  of  200  acres  ajqjro- 
priated  towards  the  support  of  a  Minister 
in  the  town.  The  village  of  Bellville  is  in 
Thurlow,  at  the  mouth  of  Myers’  creek  or 
Moira  river;  it  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
bay,  and  has  a  fine  harbour,  and  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  trade  and  population.  Hal¬ 
lowell  and  Bellville  appear  to  us  to  be  two 
most  important,  promising,  and  useful  Mis- 
sionar}’ stations ;  and  if  a  Missionary  was 
stationed  in  each  place,  w  ithin  a  year,  w’c 
believe,  they  would  be  settled  here  over 
fine  congregations.  ^ 

There  was  considerable  atteiiiion  llie  last 
season  among  the  Baptists,  and  a  number 
have  been  added  to  the  Chun  h.  The  Me¬ 


thodists  have  a  circuit  through  this  district, 
and  two  itinerants  on  it. 

Newcastle  district  contains  about  500t» 
inhabitants,  and  comprises  the  following 
towns,  &;c. 

Murry  town. 

Grahame  town,  Methodists  principally. 

Haldimand,  1  Presbyterian  Society,  1 
Baptist  Society.  1  Baptist  Elder,  1  Pres¬ 
byterian  preacher. 

Hamilton  town,  1  Pn^sbyterian  Society. 

Hope  town.  Baptists  principally. 

Clark,  Darlington,  Percy,  and  Seymour 
towns. 

This  district  constitutes  a  part  of  two 
Methodist  circuits. 

The  town  of  Grahame,  Haldimand,  Ha¬ 
milton,  and  Hope,  are  well  settled,  but  the 
other  towns  in  this  district  have  but  few  in¬ 
habitants. 

At  Hamilton  and  Ifaldimnnd  Mr.  Abner 
Wright  preaches,  but  no  Church  has  yet 
been  formed.  In  those  two  places  there  are 
a  sufiicient  number  of  Presbyterians  to  give 
a  Minister  a  sutheient  support.  There  are 
a  number  of  Presbyt^'rian  families  in  other 
parts  of  this  distrfet,  but  they  live  so  scat¬ 
tered,  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  foi  niing 
any  other  Presbyterian  congregation  able  to 
support  a  preacher,  except  in  the  tow’ns  just 
mentioned.  Mr.  Wright  resides  at  Hamil¬ 
ton,  where  he  teaches  a  school.  He  is  the 
person  to  w’hom  the  General  Synod  granted 
a  dispensation  from  the  usual  course  of 
study  to  enter  the  ministry,  and  who  was 
directed  to  apply  to  the  Classis  of  Albany 
for  examination  and  ordination.  Those  who 
know'  Mr.  Wright  represent  him  as  a  good, 
pious,  and  studious  man,  and  an  acceptable, 
preacher.  ShouM  he  receive  ordination, 
W'e  think  he  "will  make  a  useftil  Minister  in 
tliat  region  w  here  he  resides. 

Home  district  contains  about 
inhabitants,  and  the  following  towns, 
Churches,  and  Ministers. 

Whitby. 

Pickering  town,  1  Baptist  Society 


Voik  town,  1  Episcopal  Church,  1  Ref. 
Dutch  Church.  1  Episcopal  Rector,  1 
Baptist  Missionary.  | 

Scarborough  town.  i 

\’aughan  town.  | 

Markham  and  Whitchurch  towns,  1  Re¬ 
formed  Dutch  Church,  1  Menese,  1  Dun- 
kers,  1  Baptist  Society,  2  Quaker  Societies. 

One  Presbyterian  Minister,  who  preaches 
in  the  above  four  tow  ns.  The  Menese  and 
Dunkers  have  Ministers,  but  we  know  not 
iiow  many. 

King  town,  2  Quaker  Societies. 

West  Gwillimbury  town. 

East  Gwillimbury  town,  2  Quaker  So¬ 
cieties. 

The  Methodists  have  three  Itinerants, 
who  labour  through  this  district,  part  of 
Newcastle,  and  in  the  District  of  Gore. 

North  Gwillimbury,  Scott,  Uxbridge, 
and  Brr»cke  towns.  These  towns,  together 
w  ith  West  Gwillimbury  and  Whitby,  contain 
but  few  Inhabitants,  and  In  some  the  settle¬ 
ments  arc  just  forming  by  settlors  from  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  other  towns  in  this  table  are 
well  settled,  and  some  of  them  principally 
by  inhabitants  from  PetinsylTaiiia. 

York  is  the  seat  of  government  of  Upper 
Canada  ;  but  it  is  not  so  populous  as  Kings¬ 
ton.  Here  is  an  Episcopal  Church  esta¬ 
blished  ;  the  Rector  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Slrahan. 
The  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants  are 
Presbyterians.  There  has  been  a  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  organized  here  for  some 
years,  but  there  appears  to  have  been  very 
little  zeal  among  them  to  obtain  a  preacher, 
or  even  a  place  for  public  worship.  In 
1316  tlie  Missionary,  Henry  Smith,  visited 
them,  and  his  preaching  greatly  excited  the 
attention  of  the  people.  After  his  depar¬ 
ture  Dr.  Strahan  proposed  to  one  of  the 
ciders  of  the  Reforinod  Dutch  (.'hurch,  to 
pn  ach  a  Prtsltyitriuu  aermon  in  tlie  afier- 
iKJon  of  the  Lord’s  day,  if  they  would  be 
v'villing  to  attend.  They  accepted  of  the 
kind  otU  r  of  the  Dr.,  and  it  has  had  tlie  ef- 
Tt  tt  of  rendering  some  of  the  Presbyterians 
••''vv  indifferent,  whether  they  have  a  Pres¬ 


byterian  preacher  over  the  Presbyterian 
Church  or  not.  This  is  a  little  surprising, 
since  they  witness,  frequently,  a  very  in¬ 
tolerant  spirit  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  towards  all 
other  denominations.  The  elders  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  have  been  refused,  by  him, 
the  District  sclioolhouse,  when  otherwise 
unoccupied,  for  a  Presbyterian  Minister  to 
preach  in  it.  We  had  to  preach  in  private 
houses.  Our  meetings  were  crowded,  so¬ 
lemn,  and  some  appeared  deeply  aiTected 
under  the  dispensation  of  the  word.  Our 
visit  to  this  place  has  had  this  good  effect , 
it  has  aroused  the  Presbyterians  to  provide 
a  place  for  public  worship.  They  were 
making  arrangements  for  the  building  of  a 
large  and  comniodious  schoclhouse,  which 
will  be  under  their  control,  and  will  an¬ 
swer  as  a  place  to  preach.  They  are  also 
exceedingly  anxious  to  have  a  Presbyterian 
preacher ;  and  if  a  missionary  should  be 
located  there,  they  will  be  answerable  for 
his  support.  As  the  scat  of  government, 
tliis  is  a  very  important  station,  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  faithful  and  godly  Minister  set¬ 
tled  here,  would  extend  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  province.  This  people .  would 
probably  give  ^1000  a  year  to  a  faithful  and 
popular  preacher. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins,  lately  a  missionary 
among  the  Oneida  Indians,  has  settled  in 
Markham,  and  preaches  in  this  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  towns  of  Scarborough,  Vaughan, 
and  Whitchurch.  By  the  ordinary  blessing 
of  God,  these  towns,  in  a  year  or  two,  will 
be  able  to  support  two  or  three  Presbyterian 
M  iiiislers.  The  inhabitants  are  generally 

,  independent  and  industrious  farmers. 

i 

In  Vaughan  there  is  a  lot  of  land,  be¬ 
tween  30  and  .">0  acres,  appropriated  for  a 
Fresl))terian  Church.  In  Whitchurch  there 
is  a  lot  of  aO  acres,  given  for  a  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  Elder  in  that  place  offers  a 
lot  to  erect  a  church  edifice  in  a  pleasant 
central  situation.  In  this  town  they  btire 
raised  ^300  towards  supporting  a  Presby¬ 
terian  Minister. 
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Ainong^  the  Quakers  there  are  two  So¬ 
cieties  that  have  separated  from  the  others, 
and  St}  le  tliemselves  the  Children  of  Peace, 
but  in  what  they  ditfer  we  know  not.  Be¬ 
tween  the  Menese  and  Dunkers  the  only 
dittcrence  ap|)eai'S  to  be,  that  the  one  dips 
the  subjects  of  baptism,  and  the  other  sprin¬ 
kles  them.  Botli  reject  infant  baptism. 

We  visited  Lake  Simcoe,  and  found 
about  twenty-five  families  in  a  ven-  destitute 
situation,  having  never  been  visited  before 
by  any  Presbyterian  Minister,  except  Mr. 
Jenkins.  There  has  been  a  road  laid  out  | 
from  this  Lake  to  Lake  Huron,  the  distance  ; 
about  thirty  miles,  and  lots  surveyed  for  i 
settlement.  There  are  a  few  inhabitants  on  j 
Lake  Huron,  at  Penctergenshire  bay,  and  j 

at  the  mouth  of  the  Notlowaysaugee  river.  | 

! 

Gore  district  contains  about  9,000  inha-  j 
bitants,  and  the  follow  ing  towns.  Churches,  | 
and  Ministers :  i 

Torento,  Trafalgar,  and  iVelson  tow’ns,  i 
principally  Methodists. 

E.  Flamboro’  town. 

W.  Flamboro’  town,  1  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Barton  town,  1  Presbyterian  Church,  1 
Lutheran  Society.  1  Presbyterian  Mi¬ 
nister. 

Saltfleet,  Bainbrook,  and  Glanford  towns, 
principally  Methodists. 

Ancaster  town,  1  Episcopal  Society.  1 
Episcopal  Preacher. 

Beverly  town. 

Numbers  1,  2,  and  3,  are  towns  situated 
on  the  head  waters  of  the  Grand  River,  and 
have  been  sold  by  the  Mohawks  out  of  their 
original  grant.  No.  2  has  about  130  fami¬ 
lies  settled  in  it,  principally  Germans  from 
Pennsylvania.  Nos.  1  and  3  have  but  few 
inhabitants.  The  towns  of  Torento,  Ti-a- 
falgar.  Nelson,  Bainbrook,  and  Glanford, 

f 


have  neither  of  them  many  inlmbitaiits,  and 
these  are  principally  Methodists  by  profes¬ 
sion. 

In  Barton  resides  the  Rev.  Daniel  W. 
Eastman,  who  has  been  settled  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  about  fifteen  years.  I'hc  scene  of 
his  labours  has  been  along  the  Niagara 
River,  and  the  head  of  the  Lake.  The  la¬ 
bours  of  Mr.  Eastman  are  divided,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  between  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
Barton,  Gainsboro’,  and  Grimsby.  The 
Lutheran  people  have  no  Preacher  of  their 
own  denomination,  but  generally  attend  the 
services  of  the  Episcopal  Preacher,  who 
officiates,  alternately,  in  lliis  town  and  in 
.Ancaster.  The  seat  of  justice  for  tliis  dis¬ 
trict  is  the  village  of  Hamilton,  w  hich  '  is 
pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Burlington 
bay,  and  w'ill  probably  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion  very  rapidly.  The  towns  on  the  head 
of  Grand  River,  Beverly  and  the  two  Flam- 
l)oro’s,  is  a  very  destitute  region,  and  a  wide 
field  for  missionary  labour.  The  Church 
in  VV.  Flamboro’  has  a)x)ut  twenty-five 
members  in  communion. 

In  this  district  resides  part  of  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations.  At  the  Caughnawaga 
village  there  is  a  meeting-house  for  the  use 
of  the  Indians,  and  the  society  for  propagat¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  support  a  Missionary  among 
them,  who,  it  is  said,  visits  them  only  once 
or  twice  a  year,  and  stays  just  long  enough 
to  perform  service,  and  then  returns  home. 
Aaron,  a  native  of  a  serious  and  Christian 
character,  reads  the  Episcopal  service  on 
the  Sabbath,  to  which  the  Indians  are  very 
attentive.  We  preached  to  them  in  English, 
which  most  of  them  understand.  The 
whole  number  of  the  Six  Nations  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  do  probably  not  exceed  2000  souls. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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